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irst LSD experiment recalled; more research urged

'e've witnessed the rerumn of the
teful Dead, tie-dye, patchouli ot
| any number of things presu-
ily stamped out from the turbu-
 late '80s and early '70s.
suppose that inzludes “strategic
fare,” too.
ot on the weekend of April 1618,
umber of people around the
)¢ hope to add fuel to a new ef-
to legitimize and further selen-
- and medical research into LSD
marfjuana.
he catalyst js the 50th anniver-
y on April 16 of the day Swiss
rmaceutical researcher Albert
fman accidentally ingested a
1l arnount of LSD.

Mike

Leonard
e H-T Columnist

“Many of these tools that have
shown great potential, for under-
gtanding the huoman mind have
been closed off for a generation,”
says Rick Doblin, presidant of the
Multidisciplinary Association for
Psychedelic Studies Inc.

"What we're trying to do is bring

" slortes to tell about thetr experl”
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to light what we think are a fair set
of studies and conclusions that
have come from the first 50 years of
LSD — both scientfic studies and
our observatons on the cultural
use of the drug.”

Doblin is a Ph.D. candidate in
Public Policy Studies In the Kenne-
dy School of Government at Har
vard University. Mmm optil;rshie
group, MAPS, range .
clans and psychiafrists to pharme:
cologists, college professors angd o
dinary citizens with extraordinary

ences with mind.altering e
The new push for resesrch has al-
ready begun. [n Novem ber; the

Food and Drug Admin{stration ap-
proved a Unlversity of Callfornia at
Irvine researcher’s proposal to stu-
dy the hallucinogenic drug MDMA
on human subjects. It was one of
the first such studies allowed since
the late 1960s.

““What we're fInally seeing, 1
think, 15 a revolt on the part of the
FDA, whieh wag tired of being
pnshed around Into ideological
stances," sald Doblln, interviewed
by telephane this week. “There’s
never been a valid sclentlfic reason
to suspend this kind of research.
1t's always been political.”

Doblin calls the initlal
ment reacton against such

-

tragedy of the times. “[t seemed as
though many of the people involved
in the anti-war movement, the ¢ivil
rights movement and the environ-
mental movement were also very
much inveolved with the experimen-
tetion with psychedelic drio" ?
said.

, ““The counter-reaction against
psychedelic drugs was caused In
part because they tended to be used
by the same people who were in
great conflict with the status quo
and the powers that be,” Doblin
sald. Co

"Consequently, what we've seen

sae Leonard, page C2
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is ple ke (former drug caar)
William Bennett demonize these
drugs as If there were ho redeeming
,beneflts, no value to them at all, It's
been like the war on communisn:
good against evil, al} black and
white, no middie ground at all. And
that's simply net true,”

Doblin Is quick to add that ordl-
nary citizens ‘often nsed these
drugs o extremely irresponsible
wayy, and that atiracted the atten.
::‘on of the police and the regula-
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Neither Doblln ner MAPS advo-
cates LSD use putside of elinjeat
studies. But MAPS strongly sup-
ports the medicinal uss of marijua-
na for AIDS and cancer patients
and gupports opening up research
into the numerous areas where ini.
tial research on hallucinogenic

o kinds dgf .
. program, “48 Hours" re-
cently laaked Into the new sctentifie

choactive drugs and presented pow-
from p munber of
the story of a
man who aald LSD py 25 yaars
ago cured the aleoholism that sure-
ly would bave kilied him by now.
Not long ago, the Internatonal
edical Tribune published & oy
m n .
dent Jean Farmer, who described
how the drug, EVE, a medical oons-
in to MDMA or Ecstasy, helped har
- dying hushand, Richard, cope with
Eﬁt&rﬁiqﬂd itldndeigj ?yngnd lowad
e gace,
hream{h lmdn__ g his lucidity i) the last

Although Doblin is hesitant to -

use the word, “furn,” with regard to
the serlous study of paychoactive
drugs, he nonetheless calls the
planned Bleycle Day, probably on
Aprit 17, to be “a humorous way to
commemorate Dr. Hoffman's t
planhed experiment with LSD."
After accidently ebsorbing some
LSD on April 18, 1943, and getting a

mild hellndinneenic rearHan  Haf

crograms — & rather large dose —
on April 19. When he realjized he
could no longer hang roung his lab-
oratory, he embgrked on.what must
eye rids e e
cycle ride hame? > (F 2T -

“Hoffimisald ttia 144 homé be-
came increadingly. difficnit, which
is no eurprise-slnce he:took ‘what
we now know to be 2%-to-5 times a
normal dose,” Doblin sald.

"By the time he got home he
thought he was dying. The value of
[.3D iz that 1t shakes up your ego-
centric perspective in a way that
dreams do. Things aren't logical,
but flow from the unconsclous to

the conscious. It can certainly feel |,

like an ego death,”

Hoffman came down from his
LSD trip later that evening and aaid
be awoke the next moming feeling
refreshed and inapired. “He recog-

amazing 45-minute H-

nized then and there that he had
found a omenal tool for the
study of the mind and psychothera-
py.” Doblin sald.’

Bicyele Day commemorations sre
b‘ei?‘f Ellanned thronghout the !
wor addition, Hoffman, now in
h{s Als, may attend an International
conference on LSD, planned for Los
Angules (n May.

For further information, Doblin
end MAPS can be reached at 1801
Tippah Ave,, Charlotte, NC 28205.
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