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DEA Wi“ Bé-r;_Haﬂl_léinogen
Known to Users as ‘Ecstasy’

By Mary Themton
Washangton Pt Senll Wemer

. :The Drug Enforcement Admin-
-istration announced yesterday that
it would outlaw the hallucinogen
MDMA, known informally gs “Ee-
stasy,” because research o g sm-
itar drug showed that a singl= dnse
My cause pcmanmt brain dam—
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" DEA Adminidtrator John €. lawn
aaid he had smned an emergency

. order placing the drug i the Sched-

ms'lh:mn;t:llglig sbuse, ' '

These include heroin apd cocdine,

MDMA has been' ustd’by ther- " DEA’S Offick qf

apiats and psychiatrists s an aid in
psychotherapy. Now, it will become
illegal July 1.

“All of the evidence DEA has re-

ceived showa that MDMA abuu
has become a natlonwide problem
amd that it poses a serious heshth
threat,” Lawn said. “. . . This emer-
gency action is s stopgap measure

to curb MDMA abase until the ad- |
Jindstrative process can be com-

pletad.”
A recent University of Chicago
study has shown that a drug vtry

‘. dimitar to MDMA cazges brain dathe g wn-GENE f, HAISLIP - -~
2% drug {s avallable in 21 atates ~

age in laboratory “snimals, some-
times after a single dose. Research-
ers told the DEA tlut MDMA could

{ -,
-age Inhumadg. - A
Gene R. H:hhp, ‘head? of ‘The

aaid - the-drug was availaBle in at
least 21 gtates aid Cenada and is
especially popular with college sty-
dents and young professionals.

_clude California, Texas,
'N'!w .Yoklt and -New England, he
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n The lureof"Eatasy called the
drug of the B0c.
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Areas of Ic:nmentratrd use in-
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how many people use MDMA. DEA
drents have sald they believe that
30,000 1ablers are being distributed
each month in one Texas city. -

- Proponents of MDMA. technical-
ly 3.4-methytenedioxymethamphet-
amine, 43y it can make people trust
one another and break down bar-
niers between lovers, parents snd
children, therapists and patients,

. Under Schedule 1, production or
sale of MDMA would be punishable
by as much as 15 years in prison
and a fine vp to $125,000. Lawn
took sction under emergency ay-
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thority granted him by the Comore-
hensive Crime Control Act of 1584,
which allows the DEA to ban a sub-
stance for a year.

Meanwhile, the agency 13 work-
ing with the Food and Drug Admin-
jstration on an MDMA astudy ex-
pected to fast nine to 1B months
and perhaps result in permanent
restriction. Public hearings are
planned.

The FDA has never approved
MDMA and has no jurisdiction gver
it as Jong as the drug is not involved
in interstate commerce, It has been
left ta the states to regulate.

Although the formula for the
drug haa been patented since 1914,
sccording to the DEA, it is being
produced only by clandestine lab-
orafories.

Haislip said the price of an
MDMA tablet ranges from $8 ta
$20. Sales have been promated
theaugh distributions of such pam-
phleta as, “Ecstasy, Everything

Looks Wonderful When Yoo're
Young and on Drugy” and "Flight
Instructiona for a Friend Using
XTC.” Other strest names for the
aubstance are XTC, Adam. and Es-
sence.

Haislip.naid use of MDMA was
known (0 have reaulted in two
deaths, including that of a Califormia
paychoanalyst with a heart condi-
tion who diad 30 to 60 minutes af-
ter taking & 200-milligram dosa.

The usuil dose is between 50 apd
110 milligrama, officials gajd.
Haisip zaid drug-treatment ao-
thotitiea in California were begin-
ning to report seeing individuals
who had taken multiple doset of
MDMA, with symptoms of “severe
snxiety reactions, paranoia, fear,
sleep problems and dcpression.’
MDMA, a “designer” drug. is a

slightly altered copy of now illegal
MDA.




