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ASSDOCIATED MRESS

Flve pecple dled after taking the
designer drugs known as “Festagy”
and “Eve” during s nine-menth
peried In a Dallas County county,
doctors say in & new report,

Although the twoa synthetlic

— chemieal cousins of &
stimulant ealled MDA — Are rare-
ly linked with deaih, the cases In-
dicale such deaths 4o oeccur and
may be more likely In people with
underlying heart problems, doctors

But the cases will do litlle Lo re-
soive a controversy sbout wheiher
one of the drugs — “Ecstasy™ or
MDMA — could be put o n legili-
male use in psycholherapy, Lhe
doctors said 1n their repord In to-
day's Journal of the American
Medical Asaociation.

Designer drugs — synthesized to
simtlate the elfects of illegal nar-

colics without themselves belng Il-

legal — concern medical and law

enforcement officials because of
thelr growing popularity on the
recreational drug scene, especially
among col{ege sludents.

The five newly reporied deaths
occurred from June 1985 to Mareh
1588 in Dallas County. .

Three occwrred when Ecslasy or
Eve apparently raused a fatal Ir-
regularity in the rhythm of the
heartbeat, Dowling and his col-
leagues said.

Those victims were a healthy
1B-yearold woman, a 2]-year-old
man and 8 25-year-old man. Both
men had some evidence of heart
problems, the doclors said.

In another case, & 32-year-old
man with asthma had a fata] asth-
ma stlack, possibly spumed by his
taking MDMA, the doctars said.

In the olher case, a 22-year-old
man whe had ingested MDMA

Dallas Times Herald

5 deaths linked to Ecstasy, Eve in county

climbed a ulllily pole and was
electrocuted by a high-voltape
wire! The daclors aseribed the
death to “blarre and risky behav-
ior” affer taking the drug.

Although they are not cornmer-
clally sold, the chemical formulas
for drugs like MDMA are simple
enough that they can be produced
relallvely easily in B laboratory,
said lead researcher Dr. Graeme P,
Dawling,

Psychialrists wantlng their pa-
tienls 1o use designer drugs could
simply hire a lab to make them, he
said {in a telephone interview
"Thursday.

Researchers at the Umversity of
Chicago have sald aven limited use
of MDMA — used by some psy-
chlatrists as a part of prescribed
therapy In the early 19705 — could
cause brain detenaration, and the
federal government banned the
drug on July i, 18B5.
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