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AND THE ECSTASY

IN THE PAST
YEAR. WE
TESTED
SOME AND
FOUND OUT
WHY, FOR
SOME
PEOPLE, THE
EXPERIENCE
HASN'T
ALWAYS
BEEN
ECSTATIC

THE T ACE

USE OF THE DRUG ECSTASY
HAS INCREASED TENFOLD

SET OUT ON TME BENCH 1t the hospiest Labura-
tory liy a row of 4ix swpicinly grubby pills
wd oagrsula,

“All of tlese nre whar 13 (v, Barny®”
eshrd the tochnician, ¢he last woed caeying
s note of Qishelief e picked ap thre more
obrviouws examiple, & beigle yeliow pill abaue
b quareer inch wide, turmed it 1o ho fingen,
unimpecued,

it dnd bewr an uncanny rewemblince o »
dose of Bera-Cambene.

On dwe counter remained 1 hlare pll, s
whire pill, same roysealing poswder an silver
{onl and chree wivre capaules of varying size
Al but one were rrpuecdly yamples of 'E' or
mosas, the medis drog of Amversca fase
summer aind an wddirion o the dealer'y ¢y
of illicie hughy. Yeu thewe samplex had been
colleceed in the Sourh Esse of Englaad in
july 1986 They were being analysed 0o a
bid ¢o find oot whor 0 meny had been
waking, eveo il ¢he machine could aor, o3
yee, 14y why

The eechnicmas nexe ecmaek  proved
peophetic  Picking up the bargest of the
rapyrries, 1 good e and » half dmes Gareer
than the other twn, and with & cerearn buige
ol rhemieal mascolineey, he sdded, Tl
nr's {ar ton hig ¢o be just Ecrasy ~

He was mcer  Llaadveetently, hr d Laped g
fiogers v the latese vanane of lasc years
‘most treed new deug Ursder analysin, the
capaule tuened out now ¢o be 3.4, methylens
dioxymechampheramioe (MOMA) but, 3¢ had
been clymed by i peomarens, A-brom-
2,3, dimerthoxyphenethylimine (2C-B), s
fwonge!, raret counin, with pimifarines o
Mescolin and, accordiag 1o aircer fulklore,
the “ngre weep” afeer Ecray. The rumsour
circaisting New Yok of wpqolled aew
‘desagerer hallucinugens” had fiund s+ bease
ane irem of confirmion | |, snd noc in e
Lawwr Enst Side, but the Enst End.
Swampad foe Many ivonthd in the Amer
ican pecss by the more heinouas Cocuine
concentrate 'Ceack', ripples (ron the Eetrasy
story have peverrheless been quietly speesd-
ing. Ecyexsy displays ¢he surese 1gn of sa
sccepeed drug, people aren v esflang aboue
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1 What war hexrmay o miw face There s 1
sare-by-seate wrcer porce in the ding digest
iligh Tomer and reveral Eumopean cities —
Amsteedary and Barceloms in paracular =
wre knowin for theer produre. Barcelona cven
has seversl besade: ‘Night', ‘City’ wnd
‘Country’ One recent wisicor explained,
“Yaa don tthink about 1t cheee, just pep e
<uuple m 3 hatrle of the locwl champagne
nad ger on with the eveniag,” In Dritarm,
dealeqr estniale usage has incrensed rendfold
in the Jasr year Even st £22 per hue, many
more people pow claim experience af the
drug and ir has tpeesd widely from the smalf
circle of carly enchusmas A thes pod —
wepwiie — rhere ocoars the romoar of
smetlung similar hat smuner. Lt wumls roo
much ke earefid markecing.

For m streve drug it before i coimina-

LIKED 1T

ECSTASY

lisntion m the vs last SLMITer, HMTRCTAITRCS
vame with prinred ioscruccionms snd disrguar
coupond far the nent purchase, thoe new,
oty ctimimlismd, draigny were 1o be
enperetd The Haighe Ashbary Frre Clinge
i San Franciseg hag recently tepurbed an
sinas Poalogue U-4-L.UH, 'fuphone , [n
Texar snerhing refeteed to ws “Rinpsody
lay p sinulae rng and, valocated 1 yru,
there 11 che pliensmenan known g Sprec-
oum'. Al we soall-sale varmns of a
(reshened-up MDMA mokecule, Althougl un-
{ikely 0 rearh Brienin for 1 while — save 1n
bolured cases — when they do, Novembers
new U8 desigoer drug liw will he in éarce

This widl outlaw say and all annlagucs,
lasding them in exactly the stine cxtegoey a3
MUMa tocay This hag puc che producien of
all Ecstasy in the handy of uaconerolled,
unlrceneed (and uatared) rheanss,

HAviNG PULVERISED THE BRLY LY um|\lc1, rhe
technican flippel e swieeds of the specrro-
merer arvl fed the polutions anc by onoe iarn
tlee hamber. A few qQuiet whrn tobd thar
chemical wavelenyrhs were being recorded,
anoehrer click and the priai-oot begsn 1o
dl, A few niinotes Lieee and, wieh & 'told
you w0’ (ook, he laaded over the tmuley, 1]
incomprehensible grapde

The twn 1madl camula prowd w be
compherely pure WA o5 had been clsimed —
a jrdecd was clauncd foe sl The blue pill
and cie powder were NDus plus saebng
alue; wod Wi pellow pill was something clae
entiiely. Noe conclusive by eny mens, bue
enough By comparng rhis sgsrnn sunalar
bur more exterive teats ramisd our by e
Californun libotaioey PharmChem, o con-
<lusion could be drawa shawr the hands of
chembaals circolating under the guise of
Eciiy  Almume ceresinly, the “something
olse’ war the more powedful drug Mna
FlasmChem v 1985 rests of mpMa samples
came upt with che fallowing® $2% weie pure
Mimia; 20% puce miza, snd ele resr, bar
10%, v cockniil of the iwo These (0%

were phonies, mither speed of chalk dust A
wnowly  sundar worrelneion and  cluse
enuvugl fur oar purposey

So - MD4, the onginal love drug wnda
mose toxic lefroves (rom the Sevenacs, 11 thie
likely coute of anyone waking up in their
Ritz bathronm complaining of an Ecstssy
herguvee

Bae o5 this deug huldug vae fur wi uien
anyrhing orher disa 8 (urther casee of
decadence? And s e porable thar v culruee
of wrentingly savage comperijuenesy, whae
1o iodugist Chriseopher Lasch calls the “viege
tcitality™, mught ned w safeey valve like
HMUMA?

PICKING e THF 1ot of a streer diag mighe
have kd 16 oo of the careh's mote exoric
cormens, but Old Complon Sueer had

‘I'NSAY OF THE MAIN POP GROUPS
PFRONADLLY 1EN HAVE'IRIED ) I, FIVE HAVE

tuffice | waic for my lise inforaant o
flow He's repueedly w heavy  usel, ma
"X-Hesd". Artempta to conjure up rhe image
of wn 'X-Head™ only tesule in hopel=
toafwivn. How can rhose reporg of 4
surging, Nowing empachy reconcile with
vehee enles, since it preived an de ok lase
yeur, of sdicion — = dependeacy an the
affectron rhe drug inspires? L sile the clichéa
for a2 clue. He will probably show &
preference for sofi, uralable clouag, wear
wn over—receprive, Modnie-like expeossian of
bexeitnde; and when e apesks, ound off
cvery wntence with 1 hopeful smibe, O, as
some luve rricd ea vam ir, n 'parmagyin’.

Needlest ra say, be amives wirh none of
the abioee He wents jrons and Toshire, hay
bazk msaner of apeeh. Ag o wiier in the
rop bisineas, fie displags 1 mix of eathu-
vizrm and wanmest . . except roward the
subject ar hand  And heee the enquiry nught
wrll hegin ~ because, for tha very wordly
26-ycar-old, the image of the drig Gouasy
has hardly changed for aearly o year

"The fita0 week L faad 1r, it was smply the
mnst hrillipar thing 1 d ever taken® Tliad was
ten monvths sgo 10 New York, The jeople |
wix with did it sbout every aught 1t givea
yru maulve confidence, mxpecinlly in »
RO Now we've kind of developed »
Loadon cove of abuut A0 wlw dou regulacly,
mnd ar's wiunily the bese mght of e week ™

For fim, dre cinphasis har shieed From
the rxpenmce of the drug o the circum-
Adecet of ied use A cult almost, rhiat uses
the pevusal of & wanin ade o communal
(etlings &1 o0 excuse For o certain boving
maglem — sod, moce crucully, to wevive o
{ading sease of group idearity.

“At first we used 1o £o out and cauze ¢ loe
of rrouble 0a 1. The New Yark clubs were
grear, you could get away with n nat, but in
Lotuduil we were sacoried bo the dpor 1 lox,
Tt bourwers ¢ooldn't understand e, I they
taw it sirting under » esble they'd think we
were drunk Then 1 couple of people tn the
public eye were naticed acang fuany oo we
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toaird dawn, Now we 1end o Ly me
1<vple 1 bouses, make aur own advaptuees

- - A bat of childish dramacscs teally, hike
te-enactments of 8¢ Svwnd OF Alusir, impere-
sonsooas of rhe Piccadilly line -

Looking clowly nt bns face, | msrace rhag
his tkin doex have + thghely waen ained pallid
cmst Dud he showed na contcrn mr the
olserverinn, He wit far mypse keen o
imphoate the themical 15 an indluence on
popular culeurr

"No names . . bur | (hink there may be
L 500 O two on the way, and | koo for
face 1e7, er, afforrnd o fow pop videos. 1'd say
of the main pop gamps probubly en have
tricd ir; five have liked te ™

One hus o dwice but o belicve hese
figures, but hir eageracse in their 1elitag
belics unocrisinuy. a him ehar, over aad
above theae few culiurd overmones, » wish
exises thar Ecrasy pwove imputeant. Thip
drug sppescs o be pilering & coletion 1o
same, the cruacd tickee of feendship hmt
orher druge can't paoduce. Yer it begs 1he
question: whar sbout <l ol five groups®
IE it's 10 mugicel why didn's they 1wallaw it
wa?

ELSEWHERE, AT A FAsiONAncE Holland Park
resssutant, a gi7l probably known w 12vernd
of them, 1 mndel in bee early twentics,
offered & very different Waat on Eosensy,

“Yeu, [ 1ad ie nuire & hyr, | wene 1o some
of de pacvicr, diough | miae sy vy aor
teally ¢ party drug: ta fact, 1 made some

k quite anmoyian — people you sleeady
new, Tlheyd come up, stocke your arm,
rlk for » bir, then with a geoeroud smle myl
il you'd like o go home witl them. The face
thar it makes de moee (Doest iTne
nocemarity m good thing. L chink | only felt
enuinely Eckic on i soae with my
tg,me..a.'

O itx mpugatinn 13 a pex drug she thowed
only mded enthasmsm, ~| wpiose [ have
1pen a ot of rimse . . _ in bod Wi . And
iCs good 10 onc sente; yuur skin is very, kind
of, “sware’, Bur ic's bereer for 1ouching than
for eevusk sew, Though | Luppose YON'Te ot
to likely rq gev peegnane,” e imiled Tt wa
tecoprsed medical [acr vhac Mwaa nlubiry
male orpatmn.

"But,” dee sorule faded guichkdy, "I won's
be doing it apain. brades, yomernimes i
stength wa oo much, | coubd hordly
tund Oncp | broke boch my shoes anet my
Walkman gn v Tlur time « Gsted about
ninee houts and beflt me emocinnilly doagged
out {or severnl days =

Afeer the inutial euplwia, Vhis band of
report was oo be expacead  Almone ceresinly,
it was the rifeces of DA, not MOMA  This
aldee, simpler pidl hes o repration for
longer dutsnon. wnd more unplessanr wde.
efecn, panicularly bo women., But i's ey
0 wc why manufscegroes sl deslees are

ling it im « mix with or in the guise of
cstasy The eflexts mye move apsjarene, and
they suppart tha unformmnace <deug eruigm,
srroniger i3 beveer, Duc how does 1he medicet
pecdemion regpond to sccrunis of puch
BY MO

From dhe U CL A Schiool of Medicine, e

deug fryhedegize r Ronald Sicgel offerel
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same of hy more hardened knowledge wn
designer drugs.

“The c¢lfecrs you we seeing see (e
Iymproms of potsoni6g  MDNA X 8 rosic
drug rod mna s deficunely steonger . . We
huve seudives on 148 1haE prove i descroy the
beain s cevrotransmuctes, seYomemin Alg,
we fgund 1n o LL sicee sutvey it abour n
thied of the peuple who wried Ecsinsy don ¢
ey i again They don € like the side eifeces.”

Pevbapa more dawtbing, enis trend of
enhancing e siengrh of the drug draws i
vacomfoniably closer ra oeher selics of the
Seveneset like pua, ar Pramerhoryamplien-
mine, a sttonger W04 which, yree repacey of
wrm paralysiy and seversl fwdlicies 1n 1973,
curned the yereer tag, "Death Drug”

With only smull chunges in the chemiced
MIMCIUTe fecetstry ta muke any of these
meramphetmines, one cun oaly hope dla
producers of rlwe new. seronger blends and
detigrd would never atoep thia low, Does O
Siegel e the pocnund B whar he weuld
lerm 1 major shwse problem)”

"Na, not s much with these mew dig-
ner hallucinogens. because pepple don b use
them in the B wiy 4 they ue my,
depresanes and narcanics We don't see the
tame complsive pateeras of upe. Prople
wsually vake them a iew Tiaves § year for the
expeirence of it, sa they won ¢ reprrseng the
vame public bealth or sociceal shrene u, g2y
drugs Iike Cocnine und Hegin.~ E

M/HAE SOKK 1 TUREAT arc They, then, ¢o
sociery? Boch here and in the (3, they re 25
Megal »3 Heemn sod (ocoine  Anather
infoemanr  peoffers oo unugually potmmk
explanatian

“Are you » prealit . "

His {itn wonds on opeming ¢he dogr are
wot & question buc a chiarge, | jiep 1atg 1
wom moec rexmbling 1 ceve, with an
empey flooe, rough, semi-eexiured Gpures
wtatchal oaro the walls, spd 1 buraing
wood fire

"L wafn you, I'm nor going ro sy wier
you waat o har” He pauses for the
resstion

"In face, all T have ro say 15 you shouldnt
be writing about vhis MRMA, mebady
should Ir thould be keec away from” — then
with an nrense udelang glance — *rhy
exitwre "

The armosphere 5 not hawile a un-
foenedly, just charged AlL L knoo slwour this
man it that he wrieer pocms mod user
"Adem | tlee Hampstesd 10rm {or apaaa.

"I¢s your rype, your ruriomty snd gwuc
magaeing e will ruin de, just Lke chey
ruined 180 You probably dua't realite, but
by tatkiag dbout ir you 1mply hand iv prer
10 them”, This drug is 30 unknown, an
amt[dote eo & certain mcutsling; they sense 1t
11 & threar, are slrerdy trying w define u,
Inbel it out of its rend existencr You raa'r
write sbout MOMA, it hat no Conclusionm, My
only wards vo you ste, sadv y, lesen abour
yourtell, and your 'colrure’ .~

He goveas me s (iendly bet yummary
smile 1nd | reslise the ‘Interview” |y grer.
Qutside | notice anadher ‘Herma Screws You
Up' poster, thus time set fight sganst one
promating Jim Beam Bouwbon, and e

wanvet behied bt eemarky eceive sompg
ceinforeemeae. One ducin'e Rave 10 be oa
LDMA of anything el ro notice that, up
11swes of recrentional drups, die culiurg’
almoit never fuils @ make 0 mumkery of
itsell. Az if keids dan’e kiow they e gomap w
be sciewed up; us il iz dsn'e pare of cheis
Inteation,

The tone of such campaigns causes st besy
distrust, = woidt e appomine oifect —
spropes the iz of one whalboy who,
during the Boy George furore wad adked by
bieg veacher whar his xmbetions weee e lecee
in life. "1 wam vo be an ex-junltie,” come the
reply  This style of campaiga, Jdesigned 10
scare poople from using drugs instesd of
infarming them, {1 il rou common. And in
ehe 15, s sryke of pocial edhucieinn bhas been
taken even further, wih o sumilur ek of
sucvext. Back in the late Sixtiey, during elye
‘wit againge Merhedripe’, » TV commercul
waxs made in which Prank Zapps sddremed
prme Lime audiences o 8 dendpan woice,
“Kids, If you keep dinng gpend, you'ce gonng
0 end up like your patents ~

le may vome o & surprise to my lagy
ineceviewee, but down ar the pews Liceary
itself, editoes arc still far oo olwersed wich
Heromn rond Crack soares ba sare shariir s 4,
Although Flext Stteer 11 inremrmied = the
drug orgunimsion Relesse ray they reexiee
mgre Ecstmry calls Irom ourneloe: loaking
foe 4 ew horeor drug than (rom it et (o
dire only woe} Bur st hat noet produced
cnnugh Slusck For el tsblods no police
prosecurions, no hospitalbacions, ao baseg,
So {ar Ve Mirrer hat enly blendly rcported
thee Ecwrasy “con kil', and 7% Tolgraph
described it zmpeily ma the Tutest narcoric
menace’,

1r muy come 44 2 sudprise 10 Fleer Sarert oo
{carn that upMa can be found no furihee
ewny tlun in it own press-rooms, i can
wuhin muat profesiions e cven yorme noble
naiiutiom — including, dare ane wy e,
1y House of Lovdy, The courte of 30 or mo
imuines revealed & wide pread of umge,

This krndd of uninhibired belied b1 peomo-
ton 8 oot valgue 1ad Ly generated inany
oolueed pockels of fupport, parucularly in
Amwrica wiwre, unlike Cocsine — sl 4
chemical used sluoughour Uhe peofoasions -
it May rum qur to be the caralys (o & mnr
legeslarive change

The us b (8 caumsenparey o yliug o
tive bustecssmaa; Wachard Dublin o leband
& compnny formed on beliall of mini, In
Goorge Greer of Santa Fe 15 oo¢ of the genap
thae employed 0 law lian s wess for
legahisarion of ies medaal use. They are 190
dedicated vo chulienging tle accepted view.
Dr Geeer, who has ied uiia wich ooicd
EUCOCEE oy CRTWCT patienes, now belicves ey
have wlud prounds 1o enjicer suveess

‘Quite reeenely, che Adminnianve Law
Judge made 1 recommerslatinn ¢ the Feder.
ul Drug Adininiscmtion vhae MIsid be pue in
Schedule Thiee, e Oue  And 1hwmgh the
RaA conrinued the enverpriny Schedule One
cutrgory. we cafl anw rake this ruling e
Cumart of Appesd, 1 you wtk nee, 12'8 jutr &
mavier of time and Rink thie money belbore
we have 1the prestar tag on kimi - “af ao
medial e’ - sorched from dhe Ualuce
bouk. "

If hix sppesl furceeds iv will be rhe Tire
vme ever w paychedelic 11 officially recog-
mincd ws having sxy medical applicauion.

LN & FLAT OVERLOOKING Repene's [fark, such
facts waalwd righe aves the balding hiesd of
oewe (ormecr acid virtaoss, 1e shrupged ofl all
inquiries sbour his experrence with detigines
hallucipngens ALl vt bad v 44y sdwrut s
wat thut, for him. « died an unapcrtacutar
death several yrarr back Tww wnld, wo
similae vo v sl dose of the athers

"Al this ealk alwnoe Laws, sninal veudies,
vide effects eee. | cia’'c buy w maymere.
Were all on dupe, cven if ir's only whice
sugar and Wogan, This is » Fug cuftare; e y
beenn depommding on senficial seimulants since
et industnal covolmion, chat's wlat we're
1ll erying notv vo admiat  You cun r bun tome,

b
< “I'BE FACT THAT [T MAKES I'EOPLE MORE
g HONEST ISN"T NEGESSARILY A GOOD

THING "

company dicectoes. photagraplers, univery-
1y Leceurers, compaer nperarors, publisbeyy,
secrctarses, manual workers and the unem.
ployed. The one thing ety all shucd was
curioniry.

LSTENLNG TOD THE ENTHUSARM of touther jn-
terviewee = the direror of & succevsful
<ompuscr complry — it occury that tho deyy
dues have onc speciafity cffece, The effeer of
» ‘couae’, 1 (Dgus foc the Tuture. The veal of
hip descriprion wis redoleon of the Sivies
exctemeit  alowr  teanslorming  welfl and
sociery through dnugs.

“woMa 11 like sicking your hesd oue
theough s bubble . & aly you're ber,
you become suddenly free i your sela-
tianghips . . I'd tecommend e eo almese
unyone, even & 75-year-old Lady | know. -
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sllow oeherx anel expece the paptrtaion o
bouace by lopply  Huinan bemps arc oo
rurions Ie's mare B maeeer af learnang o live
weth each oelwe's halwes, evea of it i
Wogan ©

He spurceed up s eyes ax of tr the Uwoer
of the worsr agonies of mitlibrawsl.

"But rently, Ecstnsy 3 no differene Clkay,
10 e theak el you it can par yua in
touch with the saurce of your teoulver, e
might be & good thing, or ic might drive you
into & worse suddicann. It nor the it
that 5 1lir pegblem, di s dee people, 1 don'e
wuch drugs oow, snyway = (le sid up,
wilbeed oree to tle kertle, “Wha's yourt, 161
or ¢ollce)”

Afeet 2 yrar of Ecarasy in the Uk, cyaicism
— thae nnme pecnsccat of Bricsh balnes —
aill beld the duy, @




