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Drug Problems

As chatrman of the U.S. House of
Representatives' Selece Commustee
on Narcoties Abuse and Conml, 1
read with nterest the forum “What [s
Out Drug Problem?” {Harper's Muga-
=me, December 1585). While | con-
cur with many ol che obsecvations
made by the participants. 1 find some
of the thetone and altemarives o be
Jefeadise.

It is true that the mafficking tn and
abuee of narcotic and psychotropic
subscances have mcreased. Despute
record senares of illegal sutsmnces by
enforcement agencics, record quanti-
ries remain 3 threar to our <ibzens.
Yet the shor-term inabilicy to concrol
the problem does not justify proposals
to abandon cusrent pohcies. Al-
though our drug problem has grown,
this has been in che face of our best
law enforcement effors rather than
because of them.

In short, our current policies have
had a marginal decerrent effect.
There is no telling how big the addict
population and the supply of drugs
would be (f drugs were to become le-
zal. Arguing, in 2 differenc contexc,
for capital punishment, Emest van
den Haag has asserred that the burden
of proof lies with dearh penalty appo-
nents o demanatrate chat capiral
punsshment produces oo marginal re-
tum. Applying his argumene o nar-
conics conerol, the burden of proof
rests with those, like Amold Trebach

and himself, who seek tw legalize
these substances. They have not
praven cheir posicion.

That is not o say our current poli-
cies are wholly adequate. Whar is
needed is 2 public policy thae will re-
sult in a2 reduced supply of drugs as
well a3 a reduced demand for them.
This means faderal, state. and local
educatian, rreatment, and preven:
tion programs thar are well designed
and adequately funded; cooperative
and appropriately funded law enforce-
ment efforts; and effective use of di-
plomacy and fore@n ad o support
countries anempuing to control nat-
cotics production and trafficking and
to induce those thac are not to do s0.
If both supply and demand are re-
duced in 2 balanced fashion. rthere
will be less hikelihood of increased
consumption andfor increased avail-
abilicy.

A denand-reduction strategy en-
Compasses treatment, preventlun,
and educanon. [ find & noteworthy
that the forumi participants agreed
thar there is 2 nea! for education, al-
chough they disagreed as to what the
coatent of that educanon should be. [
strongly disagree wich Trebach's acgu-
ment thar we must begin teachwng
peoplc the responsible use of mind-al-
rering substances. The more we team
about the long-term effecs of using
drugs, even matijuana, the more we
come m underseand that no drug can
be labeled harmless. The aim of fader-
al pabcy is not w frighten adoles-
cents, a3 Lester Grinspoon suggesta,
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date medical evidence, which sup-
pors the conclusion that the only
sane and fesponsible approach o w-



cial and recrearional drug weage w w0
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Thar law entorcement is parr of the
supplv-reducrion straregy 13 evidenr,
bue € 5 also part of the demand-re-
ducnion serategy. In drawing the line
barwesn what 1s and 15 nor permissi-
ble. criminal law 13 directed toward
not only the lawbreakers but the law-
atiding. The message communicated
by the law (h thes cenrury i chae rec-
reational drug use is nor acceprable
behavior. This mestage 15 consistent
wich our maditions. Legaluing sub-
stances such 33 cocaine, maryuana,
arw] hernin would send a message ro
our voung people thar drug use 13 so-
ctally acceptable and will noc harm
them. This message 15 not only incon-
sistent wirh out rraditions bur also un-
rrue. Thus, the “moral eduzacive”
funcawn of crmunal law dicrares the
contmued praseription of drueas,

Moceover, | believe 1c 1s naive o
think that if there were 3 relaxation
of legal rescmines on drugs, the crimi-
nal would g0 awuy or be satufied with
non-threatening pursutts. Even van
den Haag, in fus work on che dearh
penabty. acknowledges rhar there are
always non-dererrables. Shouvld we
change our laws m allow ¢c2cram be-
haviat becausc some people are nor
dererred? I thunk noc.

Reducnion of demand s necessary
buc not suffictent; there muse also be a
reduction in the supply of narcotics.
Supply 15 maost vulnerable o eradica-
ron where it originates as an agricul-
rural crop. While the Reagan Admin-
istration has claimed to be waging a
war agunst drugs, it is, in ace, the
Congress that has voted to cut oft all
aid, ather chan ant-narcotics and hu-
manitarian aid, to counmes such as
Peru and Bolivia—countries that
have ignored their obligation to the

.Smgle Convenrion on Narcoric
Drugs, which requures thar they wipe
out illch crop caltivasion.

Om a recent seventeen-duy mip to
Latin America, the Select Cammic-
tce met wich rop officials of seven na-
tions—Caolombia, Ecuador, Peru,

_Bolivia, Banil, Argentina, and Uru-
quay. The leaders uf these countries
told us rhat if we do not mnve quickly
¢o help chem, their countries will Gt}
int the hands of the drug toaffickens
oe fall prey ra anri-democrartic forces,
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which can appear to be a seable alwer-
nanive in rhe chaos created by the
trathckers We nead 1o wse diplomacy
more chiectively and w allocate ade-
Juare resources to help the producer
counrnes eliminace icit celuvaon,
It 1s tume to escalate the war on
Jdrues, nor to capieulate by tegalining
these cuhstances. To suppoct this ef-
fort, | have proposed three iniparives.
Firsr, | have introduced che Stare and
Local Assistance Arct of 1985. It pro-
vides foe grants 1o stare andd lacal gov-
cmnments to assist them wn drag law
endopcement and drug abuse teeat-
ment. Second, 1 have proposed a new
U.N. mnmative whereby the indusyet-
alited demacracies, under the aus-
pices of the UN. Fund for Drug
Abuse Coniiol, would work with the
wource nations ro develop plans o nd
them of cherr illicie crops. Once such
plany have been developed. the 1n-
Justrialized nations would contribuce
funds and rechnical assisrance for law
enforcament, rueal development, and
crop substicution. Thied, [ have incra-
duced legislation that would denv

most-favared-nation status o Jmus-
producing Ratons that are not com-
plying with therr drug contral
obligations.

We must continue o fighe m cur-
rail drug rrafficking and cnd thos
threat o var nagonal security and
well-being. le 15 time to act atseravely
and effectively, rather than w tall
victim to despair or to he vicumized

by utopian proposals.

Represeruative Charles B. Rangel
Washingtoa, D.C.

After fifteen yezes of “"wari on
marijuana,” it is obvious thar wars
cannot solve social and health prob.
lems. There are altermanves w thew
war that would nor result in marijua-
na beiny sold m candy stores.

Wicth regard to marjuana, two
practical forms of legalimaon have
been warked our. The firmt. “limited
legalimnon,™ allows aduls o possess
and cultivate inanijuana for their own
use. This has been che law in Alaska
since 1975 and has worked well. It

will also ke vored on next Navemier
tn Wregon The advantages of rhis
<vsrem are thac it undercues che Mack
market and allows people to spend
thousands of dollars they currendy,
pend for marquana on other prod-
vere, Ar the same yne 1o ablows the
government w serd 2 message that
the sale and commercial cultivaocen
ot maqjuana are dlegal—and altows
caforcement tesources to focus on
those arcas.

The wther altemative is regulation
and waxatien. A model bRt bor this
type of syseem has already been draft-
ed. It 1s modeled on alcobat policy.
with some major differances: no ad-
vertsing atlowed and no marijuana
hats or public use of maryuana. The
syrtem would allow the government
rc conrrol the sale of maryuana. Thas
would resuit (n licensed rarher rhan
¢nmunal recadlers, purity and porency
labeling, and the eventual weakeming
ot organized cnme. e would slsa racse
between 510 and 315 bulhion 10 unnu-
al cax revenues. This money could be
spent on education and discourage:

ment programs cspecially aimed ar
our youch.

Kevin Zeese
Washingron, DC

Kenn Zeese or nanumal directr of the Na.
gonal Ovganizunon for the Reform of Man-
puana Laws (NORML).

Anyone who ety his or her mifor-
mation from the fiel racher than
from Lab tests or ideologies knows char
millions of Amencans take drugs far
mitlions of reasons; gettny “high"
can mean anything from sheer hedo-
nisric fun o a senous spiricual guest.
EunqucStinnablv, there's a downside,

t drug use does nix equal
abuse. Human cunsciomflqcss xsd!:lg-
ways searching for what William
Fames called "the great Yes,” since
most of the tume life telts most people
“No.” As uur great pragmacist. James
wauld no doube have langhed a¢ the
dectledly misgurded, ineffectual poli-
cies that cyranmical paricans hike Ruy-
Jolph Giuliant would Fave us beheve
ace reully bese for ..

History “hows us char when !

lions of Americans wanr something,
rhey'll do anvthing o get it—even to
the point of deciding that the law 1s
wrong and that it needs changing. In
fact, untd a senes of laws were passed
in 1914-1936, Amencans had un-
connolled access to what we now caff
“conmolled" substances.

Whenever Americans have heard
thar their govemment “knows best,”
they have reached for cheir rights—
and rhar’s what millions of our citi-
1ens are telling mathonicies by theer
daily decisions,
John Howell
New York, N.Y.
John Houell is edithr m chief of High Times
mapanne. . _

Libertaclans will find much suppost
i the forum on drug peoblems for
their contention that che most dan-
gerous addiction in anv society s the
aldiction to povernment power. The
seducuve “gateway” drug in this anal-
ozy i* paternalihm, which, once wler-
a[(.'d. fouprew ey Wy ever ITCFCaslin

daoses of coercion and may lead to the
ultimate abuse, rotalitananism.

People who produce, distnibure.
sell. buv, and use drugs ace engaging
in murually voluneary transaceions
and Joing as chey see fit wach rheir
own bodies. Those acrevities, ar leasc
amory adules, are none of the goveen-
ment’s damned business. In their ap-
ETessions againse such people, (r (s the
drug law enforcers who are commmic-
ting rruly criminal acts. Im'e ie about
time that we aholished the goon
squads aod encouraged Rudolph Giu-
liani and hes colleagues 19 find useful
work’

Allan Walkiad
johnstown, a.
(f you bhad a forum on abomon,
your panelises would hardly, confine
themselves to che economic and
nadical aspects of che subjecr. At
least one panelist would be commae-
ted 1o che preposinon thag women
have a righe “t0 control theie own
hedies ™ Your torum on drugs. whbe

- . -
Cortmesl on gz =7
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dealing nicely with health. econom-
1cs, and law enforcement. mcluded
no one who belicved that we have che
right to control our own bodies. Tsn't
1t logical to believe rthat the govem-
tnenc has as much, or as latle, tighe o
ban drugs thoughe ro poison our bod-
tes as 1o ban books thar might poison

our minds’?

Davel Kahn
New York, N.Y.

Counseling the Pro-Lifers

[ have rarclv been as offended bv
anyrhing as I was by che excerpt from
the manual "How ra Start and Oper-
ate a Pro-Life OQur-Reach Pregnancy
Service Center” [Pro-Lite ' Abortion
Clinus,” Harper's Mapazne . Decem-
ber i1983]. When will the pro-life ad-
vocates realize thar aborton s a
Jifficulr encugh decision for most
voung wamen ta make! The idea that
prodife ducs should b near abot-
non Jinies o cacch the unzuspecting
and most vulnerable s disgusting.
Abortinn 1s not a deczion Most wom-
en make lightlv. £ a desperate dect-
ston made when there are no ocher
choices. The false advertising and
non-disclasure suggested i the man-
ual reek of fraud. Do these peuple
think their message is 50 important
that i should be allowed to descroy
the need for hosnesty and integnhity?

If the pru-life advocates arc reatly
worried about unwanted pregnancy,
why don't they take postrive steps ro
reduce the problem? I'm willing te
wager any amount thar the “abordon
clime™ offers oo birth control mfor-
mation. Birth conwol, and proper use
of ic, 13 the unly salunon ro this des-
perate sicuaticn. We can reduce abor-
tion only if we reduce unwanred preg-

nancies.

Maya Weisman
Eugene, Ore.

- = —-The excerpt from the mannalfor— -

establishing pro-life “abottion atter-
nacive” centers shows an obvious dis-
dain on the pare of the anti-abornon
groups fur the health and well-beeng

of both the pregnant woman and the
fetus.

Before the slide-show viewing. the
woman 1 told ty feel free o smoke,
and dunng “abornion counseling” she
= invited 10 have a cup ut coffee wich
che counselot,

It is common knowledge today thar
expectant mothers who don't forgo
tobacco and caffeine products ofren
have babies with low birch weight and
relaced heaich problema. [ seems thar
the pro-life groups, while urging
women away froro choosing abortson,
do lirle o foster concern for the
health of the fetus they with o bning
to life-

Mchele Kuntor
Sanea Monica, Caldf.
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