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hen the federal gov-
Wernment's Drug En-
. forcement Adminis-

tratlon invoked its emergency

powers and placed MDMA on .

Schedule I of the Controlled
Substances Act, a number of
* people thought that the last had
been heard on the subject. They
were wrong. Racely in our his-
tory has a consclous effective
substance so excited both mass
media and the public imagina-
tlon as has MDMA, [n the
monihs prior to lts scheduling,
virtually every major newspa-
per and television network did a
feature on MDMA. Such
diverse magazines as Life, Cos-
mopolitan, New York, and

HIGH TIMES (Nov. 'B5) each

did their own version of “in
depth” studies on the drup.
Some of the reports have been
from the viewpoint of research-
ers and clinicians who have
worked with MDMA as an ad-
junct te psychotherapy. Others
are from the Drug Enforcement
Administration {DEA). Often,
they sound as though they are

1alking sbout two totally dl[fer- :

ent subs(ances. .

A corporale lawyer who, fifeen years
2¢0, altended rock conceris an » regular
basls, can burely conialn his enthusiasm
when be talks sout MDMA, .

“I've been taking H for = loog {Ime,” he
says briskly, “I don't lake {t very often,
bui 1 take )i regulnrly. And it's the only
dreg aslde from Bn occasional beer or
glass of wine that | do use, I don’t mess
with cocalne ke s fot of guys ln my profes-
slon do. Who needs li? Let me iell you, it's
u real revolulionary drug. 1t's totslly dy-
ferent from LSD. If nothing else brings
aboutl warld peace, Ecstasy will,

The lawyer fell that all his experience
with MDMA had been pasitive. The reac-
tiom of a San Francisto-based diug abuse
counselar who tricd It once was lest than
enthusinstic:

~CSTAS

MOMA haS stirred
L wmore -
* controversy than .
" any mind-altering

drug since LSD. -
RICK SEYMUUR
. of the Halght
Ashbury Free
Medu:al CIlmc tells
why. .

1l pol three tablety from a friend whe 1

l 1

- eonsidered rellable In terms of contenis,

bai 1 didn't know what doxage each tab
coninined and neither did he. | way golng
to save them and trip with my roommate
In the couniry over {he wetkend, but in
that | had three tabs, | declded lo try one
on Friday night. | had eaten dinner about

ON TRIAL

thankfully, there was no real ego disrup-
tion. The covnselor at Soiclde Preventlon

. stayed on (he phone and talked me

throngh the crises, which fasted aboat half
in hour, My Jaw kept tlenching
throughout thal nighi and most of {he next
day,"

- A graduste student [rom Texas referred
to hls experierce on MDMA as ., pet-
Uing to Stage Two."”

“Most of my frlends use it recren-
Uonally, you know, gn the weekends to re-
lux mnd feel good about themselves. )
sritd out doing that ioa, bl what hap-
pened was like I learned somelhing, It was
llie geiting beyond myself and maldng
coninct with m higher reallty. What | want
lo know now Is, is it really ceal?™

L
David E£. Smlih, M.D. looks like he
could play sixty minetes of rough and tum-

", ble professionsl {ootball with the San

Fruactsco 43ers on » Saturday nftermoon,
then go hame, change lato a tuxedo and
conduct (he San Francisco symphony ntl
Davies Hall that evenlng. Instead, In 1967,
he foanded ihe Halght Ashbury Free Med-
kcal Clinle.

* Although the $Halght Ashbury Free
Medical Clinic provides a wide range of
medical services, ks vallonal repuiailon Iz
based on drug nbuse research and treat-
meni, Working In a natlonal epicenter of
streel drug experimenieilon, the Clinic's
physictans, coonselors, pharmaclsis, re-
searchers, and epldemiotog(sts have ofien
been the firsl 10 point out new (rends In
substance use and sbuse thal have later

' been reflected nationwide.

so hour earller and bld » couple of beers -

after.
“[ awnlowed one tuiMel snd wnlttd mnd

" walled. Nothing happened. Aboul an hour
* later, Liook another half tab. Nething was

changlug, Nothleg was happening. It oz-
curred to me that the dosage per tab might
be very low o, what the bell, I nnallmud
the last (ablet, - '
"4Wlihin a {ew minuiles it all hit me at
once and 1 was on ifie phone lo Suicide
Prevetillon. I knew thai I was about to lose

' control, nol pass sut bt black oul. 1 had

had encogh experience with PCP vicllms
and cllents on high doses of amphetamines
to know that ount of control, bincked ant
bai stiHl able (o functlion at & physical level,
I could b2 a danger o myself and lo others.

My pulse was going n mile & minute. I was |

slipping Into a wide avwake unconsclous-
ness aud I was scared, Fortanately, | was
slso experienced i deallng with bad irdps
and other drug reactions Irom work. Also,

+ Clienis treated in {he Clinic’s drug

" treatment facilitbes usually come In vodun-

tarily. The Clinle has a basic philgsophy
that health care ks u righi, not a privilege,
and that il should be humame, demystl-
[led, nonjudgmentat and free at the poiat
of delivery. That phllosophy, plus a sireel
repuialign for humane lreatmeni, conli-
dentiallty, knowledge, aml expertlse in the
Neld of subsiance uhuse ireatment atiracix
2 wide range of highly dlversifled pailenis.
One of ovr public Informadlon acdvliles
Is 2 monthly drug abuse follo column that
is publishied In 11IGH TIMES. The column
provides current Infovmulion, history, ef-
feels, myibhs, and dangers of indlvidual
psychoactive drugs, [( was gs a resul( of
our HIGH TIMES columu that Dr. Smith
and 1 first become aware that the street use
of MDMA was hecoming an Issue. We had
published » column ln March of 1983 on
MDA in whidh we discussed the natore,
use, hazards, and llabllides of all the
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methoxylaled ampbelamines. MDMA was
ned specliically mentioned. :

A year later, In March of 1984, 1 ot &
phone tall Irom Helio Cosla, the bureau
chief of the Bruzilian natlonal (elevision
network, Globo TV. The network was con-
cerned, he explained, yver the profifera-
tlon of & new drup in Ria de Janelro and
ober urban centers in Brazil. The users
were calling it “Ecvlasy.” One of Hello"s
collengues had read mir MDA colummn and
thought U sounded like u similar drug.

Following up on thai Interview, we in-
vestigaled (he nature of Ecstasy through
our natiunal nelwork, Dr. John Morgan, &
colleague at the Sophle Davis School of
Medicine in New York, reported o us that
samples of material 10id there as Ecstasy
and Adam hsid proved on lesiing o be “al-
ther MDA, MMDA, or » new drog calied

MDMA,*" We fater got elmllar reporls

from PharmChem Laberatories |n Pako
Ailto, Cullfornin. -
PharmChem repocted a 50% valldity
rate for aleged MDMA samples submli-
ted to thelr Analysls Anonymons service

for qualiiative analysis beiween 1978 and -

1983. During the five yerr perlod, they
camplled dais on sixty samples (hat were
submitted ns MDMA, MDM, Ecstasy,

»XTC, or Adam. They say there Is no way .

of knowing if clienis submliting samples
under streci numes aclunMy mderstood
whal ihey were supposed to be. These
sireet names have only become popular
synonyms for MDMA since {he recent
widespread publicily aboul the drug,

We began asking the questions, fust
'Illrhal EMDMA? Aml.who is using [i?

A paradoxical chemical in many ways,
MDMA ks offen thought of as & “new”
drug, even (hough H was first ayniheskzed
In 1914.MDMA ls & synihedic drug.1a gyn-
thesls, gne or mare subsiances sre molecu-
larly changed ond may be combined (o
form u new substauce. Thix process distin-
gulshes syntheties Irom chemicals that are
direct extracis or purifications of un exlst-
Ing substance, Similar In struclure to both
MDA (ar J,4.methylegedioxyampheta-
mine), ani the aromstic subsiltution pati-
terts of the essential oil safrole, MDMA Is
synthes(zed {rom mulecufar components
of methampheiaming snd safrole from
sassafrass, nutmeg, or plperonylace(one.

It betangs to a Isrge group of synihetic
drugs called 1he phencthylumines, These
diller in helr effects, depending on thelr
molecular struclure. Some of {hese drugs
ore relaflvely Inactlve. Others, Including
the drugs thal we usnally think of a3 am-
phedaui|nes, produce a stimuolang effect
coupled wilhk feelings of euphoris, S(IN
alhers gre consciousness effective and
produce both psycheddlle and silywsubant
effects. MDMA belonps to this faiter
grouy,
© MDMA Ls most similar (0 2 sub-group of
smphelamines that ure called “methoxy-
lated amphetamines,” These drugs are
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When a drug comes along that the mass-media scriveners bke, that drug is abways
doomed. Last year, a couple of Newsweekmagazine scribes and a handful of miszallane -
ous network-telly news producers abruptly became infatuated wilh MOMA, a pleas-
antly-intoxicating euphoriant compound known as “Ecstasy.” or "XTC.” among
recreational drugniks since the 1970's. Not only was this drug legal, they reported in
amazement, but there was no lack of perfectly respectable physicians with legitrmate
M.Ds who wera ready to say that t wasn't terribly harmiul or even disorienting, and
would assuredly be of some use in the practice of psychiatry. So for a few months, all the
magazines and the telly were full of rave reviews of this new perfectly tepal "bug drug”
which was reportedly saving trovbled marriages, enhancing sex, and providing dluminat-
g poetic and phikosophical insights 10 its users, .

MOMA was accordingly made totally illegal before another couple of dhanges of the
moon. on|uly |, 1985, The Drug Enforcement Administration in Washington, percering
that these harebrained media twits were pratting the exact same nonsense about
MOMA as they'd been prattiing about LSD-25 two decades previously, put a stop to it
tout de sure, They put MDMA on the same “emergency legislaton™ kst with the hideous
new Parkinson's-Disease “designer” opiate, MPTP. and railroaded them straght onto
Schedule One along with LSD, herown, marijuana. and all the DEAs other eternally-ver-
botenkiller drugs. '

Unlike the hideous MPTF, however, MDMA bad some fairly important people ready
10 go to bat (or it: numerous eminent vy League psychiatrists who would testify in its
favor, and some extremely influential Washington and New York law firms working in
the interest of a certain multi-national drug company witha budget the size of Fort Xnosc
50 the DEAs designation of MDMA for Schedule One went under a formal challenge in
its very own administrative faw courts in Washington last winter: ulmately the DEA's
very own in-house judge ruled that MDIMA rightfully ought to be placed on Schedule
Three. where it would be avaifable to doctors for prescription to their patients, though
its sale ta (dle, viciausly-inclined, thrl-seeking drugniks would still ment 1ruly ferocious
penalties, W

The writtendecision of the DEA's in-house legal overseer, Judge Frantis Young. makes

* for a lovely read. In arguing for its Schedule One designation for MDMA, the DEA'
lawyers had éssentially told the judge that they believe they're entitled to eternally ban-
ish any drug which has not already been accorded a specifc “aczepted medical use * by
the FDA: whichwould necessarily eliminate any possibility that the FOA physically coutd
i a milhon years, ever define an “accepted medical yse” for any drug the DEA hac
scheduled beforehand, such as MDMA :

judge Young unfatched this Catch-22 briskly enough, "There is no denying that such ;
Situation would greatly simplify the scheduling task of the DEA stafl” he wrote. "It pro

similar fo mescaline, the actlve Ingredlent

vous sysiem, Including snilpsycholic
In the psychedelie bultons of the peyoie

drugs.

plant found In the soulhwestern Unlied
Siates snd Mealeo,

MDMA Is = psychouctive drug. This
menns that lis primary effects are on the
pPsyche. [ can Blso be called a centrol ner.
voug syslem, ot CNS, effective drug in that
It Interucis directly with the braln and
5Plnsl column, the central nervous ays-
{em, to produce jits effects. ; )

Although there are many psychoaclive,
CNS effecilve drugs, they all full within
(hree primary cmtegories. There are
“downers,” which Include paim kilters or
analgesics and sedatlre-hypnothcs; uppers
or slimulants; and psychedelics. There are
other drugs which effect the central per-

The efects of MDMA are simllar to

" {hose found in both the stmulant and gsy-

chedelle categories mnd aiso has some
wnlque effects (hai are not common to pny
of the three psychoactlve drugs. In (he
opinion of sgme researchers wha haye
worked with the drag, aoy direct compaci-
son (0 elher stimulanis or pyychedelics
wonld be very misleading. Thelr conclu-
slo 13 that MDMA hat & unique phecma-
rology that cannol be properly described
within the existing categories. Further,
they node lhat its sclions sre not even afl
(ha( simllar ya thase of Ils clasest chemieal
tieighbors, MDA and (ke olher methoxyla-
(ed amphetamines.



? NO, SAYS A DEA JUDGE.

vides a quick solution ta the problem for the DEA. It provides a certain answer. But t is
wrang” The policerman’s job is only -thar easy. the judge reminded the DEA, in a police
state. . o

After that, all the OEA's other arguments were extranecus, but the judge diligently
took notice of them anyhow. The hveliest of thern was the brain-damage rurmor, which
the DEA had cooked up to justify banning MDMA on lhe same ernergency Irsl as thelr
hideously-potent neurotoxin, MPTF.

When they undertook to lodge MDMA forever in Schedule One last year, the DEA
regaled all its pet mass-media mouthpreces with their own turid mterpretation of a basic
rat experimnent which had been carried out years previously at the University of Chicaga
by researchers Lours Seiden and Charles Schuster Basically, Seiden and Schuster had
shot up their rats with grgantic doses of MDMA, to see if it mught cause the same sort of
brain damage as mathamphetamine deoes when s shot into rals in gigantic dases, As
expected, they found that the brain-cell damage was considerably less extensive with -

MDMA, and responsibly reparted that, And they never once reported that any human -

being would ever. even aceidentally, shaot up an even remotely gigantic dose of MDMAL.
or necessarily sustain any least bit of MDMA-induced brain damage. But of course that's
precsely what all the DEA’s pet madia mouthpiaces reported to the public, after fney 'd
been (ed the DEA's misrepresentations of this U. of Chicago rat study. v

This was not the (irst ime judge Young had seen the DEA trying to turn responsible
saentfic drug research into witchcralt "The MDMA was injected inta rats,” he blandly
noted. "The route of njection, which will make a vast difference in the meaning of the
resuits noted, is not given inthe DEA's report Humars are known to take MDMA orally.
not by injection, This dilference i of great importance, and reﬂders the test reaults
meaningless for our purpose.” .

And anyhow, this was no decent argument for putting MO™A on Schedule One. The
appetite-killing drug fenfluramine, marketed (or years now as “Pondimin™ by the Robens
drug company, causes exactly the sort of pmpoint nerve-terminal damage as MDMA
ruglit cause, and does the damage at much lower doses, Young noted: and Pondimin's
anly a Schecule Four drup! At least the shnnks and lawyers trying to pry MDMA off
Schedule One anly want it to be redesignated to Schedule Three, whare its unlicersed
sale will still pull dire 20-year prison penalties.

So the DEA's own in-house pudge formally decreed that MDHA aught to be shifted
from Schedule One down to Schedule Three, where M.Ds and drug companies can

exploit its demonstrated therapeutic properties. At ths writing, though, DEA adrranis-
trator John Lawn can st overrule his own pdge, anddea'eEdutMDMA lsgomgtnstay
on Schedule One farever, Lawn is entirely likely to do this. ~» [ /
@
.

W it Is nol & psychedeilc, it it 19 wot B . a revolutionary means of furthering men-
stlmulant—and It {3 cerfuinly now un

tal health treatment wad exploration Lhal

analgesic or n Bedalive- hypnollc—lhen has not been lnilnble thmugh any pnd-
'hl‘ is MDMA?Y ous sgarce. '

Those who have worked with MDMA

siate that akhough it can be looked on ns

consclpusness-altering, and therefore

® ' : "A
it may be the prololype of an entlrely
new drug category. David E. Nichols,
Fh.D., wha Is currently studying a serfes .
of chemlcals that he has called “eniacio-
gens,” xiated in lestimony fo (e federal
MDMA hearings that the elfects of
MDMA are uatque ln their own right. He
compared Its potential importance lo Lhat
of dlethyl ether mnd nitrous oalde kn the de-
velopment of general asiesthetics that ted
t0 modera sargery. Other researchers
malndalg, Carther, that the effects of
MDMA are nuol pgychedellc, but represent

. {erm, it ig mot halluclnogenic.- The drug
does nol appear to cause visual hallucina-
{lony or distorlions nor Is it reporied (o
lead ¢o a delusionsl state. Subjects In-
volved in medicat regearch have nol re-
ported any of Lhe ega loss, disnssociation
ot menial confaslon that can occur widh
psychedelle drugs.

According (o thernpisty who Invc pd-
ministered the drag to clenis, MOMA ks

cilled “psychedelic” for want of u betler °

characterized as bringing sbouol condi-
tians of peacefulaess, an abijlity to feel
trust, 2 lowering of psychologlcal barriers
end reported Increases in lasighd. 1t pro-
vides these cllents BR opportunily 1o see
clearly and dispasslonalely within them-
selves by opening out the blocks Lhese
cllents have created belween thelc own
consclousness and suppressed palnful ex-
perlemce. These effects, occarring i

:  therapeullc doaages, mre cited a5 whal

makes MDMA potentially valughle when
used within a course of psychotherapy.
* A number of anecdoisl cases have been
cited whereln (he appropriate and szns(-
tive uee of MDMA with patients in the
course i paychotherapy seemsio have led
ta major treaiment breakihroughs. Pa-
tlemis with problems that include kng-
term communicatlon blockmges and
paychlc iraumag sach as rape, (he anset of
. tertinal illness, and delayed stress, have
been reporied as benefiting from MDMA
thergpy.
Although MDMA 11 sald to be free of Lhe
clinkcally less desirable efMecls assoclaled

" with many other pxychoactlve deugs, such
- ms visua] dislortions, loss of cuordinadan,

und inloxicatlon, there sre exceplons and
rexcilons vary with the indlyldual. The
drug is, after all, stUl n an experlental
stale,

Researchers and health professionals
ungalmtously agree that MDMA shonid
never be esed for recreational purposes or
without adequate medical supervision. It
is mat & dewg [or recreallon, intorlestion,
performance enhancemeni, or self-medi-
cailon. The proper use, ax they seeit, Is (or
speciiic and carefully planned and super-
vised sessions within @ course of psy-
chotherapy aor other mental health
ireaiment, or (or direcled research an hu-
man consclousness. MDMA is not 2 loy.

L)

But the Halght Ashbury Free Medical
Clinlc drug treatment siall reported thal
MDMA was belnp used recreattonatly. Al
keast what was cailed MDMA, or MDM,
or Adant, or Ecsinsy, was belng used.

In the twilight world of illicll or sireel
drugs, (hings are ravely what they seem.

.

* Ofien easily ob(eineble substances are dis-

_guised {o resemble others that are in de-
* mand but harder to get, The noilon that
hahbitosl users can (etl the difference be-
tween thelr drog of cholce and = counter-
feil ix often a myth.

Trea ment centers will not always know
what speclfic drug 8 client may have used.
Il takes sophlisilcated drug tesiing eyuip-
meal to tell (he difference between twao

" drugd xs vimllar (n siructure as MDA and
« MDMA, The pracess |s also comparallvely

* expenslve and unnecessary for Ryaniptom-

atic trentinent of sympalhamimetle reac-
tlans. o sueh cases, the Clinte’s siaff
usually iakes (he word of the client for
whiat (hey have (aken. The clleni, for that
matier, bas usually taken Lhe word of the

confineed on page 60
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person who sald the drug us to what IsInit.
With MDMA and the methoxylated am-
phetamines, ag i3 the case wlih most silmu-
isnts and psychedelics, ibe arule toxleity
aymploms (hat are nsaally seen in treat-
ment are Similar and result from taldng

- 100 much of the drug, These dose related

aympioms gyually disslpale as the drog

wenrs off, and the patienl can be dis- -

churged wlihin a few hours.
In tresiment data, MDMA 13 lumped 1n

with the methoxyluted ampheiamices. -

The acate roxlcity sympioms for sll of
these volve smalety, fear reactions use-
ally sccompanied by a reclng pulse and
rapid heacibeat, paranols—sometlmes
with delusion--and g sufficlent sense of
unesse L0 prompt thelr secking trestment.
Treatment ususlly heglns with reassuring
the patient that (hese feelings are 5 resuli
of taking too much of the drug, are not
dangerous, and will wear o(f us Lhe drug
wears off. There Is soaoe varlatlon depend-
kug o the Individual [o some cases, thise
patlents come back [yr a serles of counsel-
Ing sesslons, Im most cases, a (alkdgwn
simfiar io that used for psychedelic bad
(rips Iy sulficient, 142
Mare severe reactions to what users be-

lleved (o be MDMA bhave beeu reported,

Imcluding protonged psycholic reaciions,
but we haven't seens them. Asg with any
consclousness-effective drug, these psy-
chotle breaks coan happen, especially If the
user fins voderiylog psychopathology.

MDMA 1s u relatively vecent nddition Lo
the nations| phamacopla. There 13 mol
enough hard use data io firody establish
Just where it Is oo the sbuse specirum.
Certaln Infrinsic quadities Indicple (hal
MDMA ls probably s paychosctive sob-
stance with a genersily law shuse polea-
tlal. These qualities include 8 short period
of effect, (w0 Lo xiy homrs, amd a teporied
Inck of incentive to Immedialely readmin.
tsler the drug. This may be pariially doe to
a rapid onsel of short-lerm tolerance, or 2
diminkshing of desired effects. Subjecls re-
porl that at dosages only & liile sbove
those wsed in treatment, MDMA ceaxes (o
have moy further desirable ¢ffect nnd only
Increases the wodesirable “wired” feel.
A major area of concern ks the quality
control of MDMA anufeciure. While
some intrinsie quabily control jn a dinicsl
setiing could be provided by physiclans
synthexizing thelr own under competent
supervision, no smch assurance ealsis for
MDMA nianufscivored underground for
nen-medical consumapilon.

On the Ulicit drug market, (he byword {s
caveat empior, lel the buyer beware. Man-
wisciurers of street drogs are nol answey-
able 1o the Food and Drug Administraiipn
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or any oftier agency for ihe quallty, oreven |
the contents of thelr products. Under cur-
rent conditlons, there b o way at all,
short of arresting all the carrently Miclt

manulacturers, of conlrolllng the sirer
. peeperailons that sre sold axs MDMA, a

continued on page !
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casex, and vrinslysis chailenpes have come
to predominate his cazeload over the last
lew years.

"Unce you've determined i pouri thal
ihe drug testing was inadequaje,” counsels
attorney Bishop, "you'd obviously be betler
ofl demanding money damages instead of
reinslaiemenl and back pay. If your employ-
ers have already fired you becaese of some
drug test, then what's to keep them from
doing something bke that agmn? And any-
way, you're gomg ta have to pay your attor-
ney, and il he expects he'll get part of 2 good
fat seitlemenl, ha'Lreally go after the other
charges: infliction of emotional distress and
slander. And the judge cught to be ready to
award something peetty substantiat, too.

*Here’s whese there could be trouble loc
you.” Bishop warna. “To try to cut down the
size of the damage wward, your employers
are hinble to try to blacken you as some sort
of drug sddict bedore the nrdge. If they've
got lots of money, Lhey can hire private in-
vestigators to root into your personal his-
tory; and so if you ever &0 much ag soooked
pot with your pals in callege, years ago,
that'a likely to be brought up in eourt, as lo-
tidly as pogsihle, by your hoss' lawyers.
The judge might react by paring the damage
award down to a token settlement: or he
might emkance it, disgusied with your boss’
smear tactics. These are all things you
ought to think about belocehand. *

A person might also think about simply in-
sisting that all these piss profiteers, with
their billion-dollar defamatyon racket, be
subject \p appropriate prosecution, fines,
and imprisonment. Last May, in faci,
several celebrated Congressional “antidrug
hardliners”—led by Reps. Charles Rangel
and Benjamin Gilnan—emphaticaty called
for pew begislalion to police and regulate the
notoriously crooked urinalysis industry.
Congresspersons currently drafting such
legislalion include Sen. Pat Schroeder
(Colo.), Reps. Gary Ackerman apd George
Crockett (Mich.). If you were 10 jus( wrile
your personal congresspersan nght now,
expressing your opinions and questions
sbout drug-urinalysis sn the Amencan work-
place, you could actually make a significant
difference.

Appropriate legislation to regulate the
chemistry indualry would take the bread
nght out of the mouths of all these piss prof-
iteers, who have been working so hard, for

. somany years, to break inlo and plunder our

bladders, bul that's democcacy for you. I
Syva and Roche can't make any more piss-
money here, they could surely paddie mil-
lions qf their obnoxious surveillance
gimmicks ta the Kremlin right now, with ab-
sohitely o legal trouble at ak, ever, Praeda
Walely has been chack-lull of horrific kids-
md-drugs propaganda behind the Iron Cut-
tain, but that's another dope story, of which
more in the next sssue. @
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continued from page 60

ECSTASY ON TRIAL

s MDMA the recreational drug of choice
of the future, a trendy fad, or a potentially
abusive substance?

muatter what they may desually conialn.

MDMA usunily nppesrs &S g cream col- '
ored or very tight tan crystalline powder,
but color can be alfected by anyiblag from
the binding sgewt to the manufaclucer’s
funcy. Some MDMA (ublets reported to be
from Texas ure bright lemon yellow.

While some long-term infravencus sm-
phetamine users bave reported igjecting
lncge dosages of MDMA for the stimulant

effects, it ks usnally swallowed is plll, cap- . |

tule, or powder. There are wo reports of
nmmiMation or snoriing. Sireet formis of
the drug are reporiedly sold in tow dos-

uges, ranglng in price from $10.00 to

$30.00 for npproximatcly 50 mp. Unit

mesiuremenis can vary greajly, however, |
with liitle correlatioa beiween price snd
dosage. .- '

Mosi first, second, third, and melii-
hapd sources, lncluding the medin, Ident-
ify several populelon groups whereia
non-medical MDMA uvse sppears. (o (he
Sen Francisco Bay Area, at lrast, one of
these ls the gay conununily where the drug
is called Adum. As Ecstasy, i s used by
young, well-educated, professionnl men
and women. Individuats i both these pop-
ulations appear o limit their use (o ocen-
slona) recreational trips, ofien Lo enkance
either sei(-realizatton or lnterpersonsl
comarunication. In splie of Ity exotic aireet
names, MDMA doesn'l appear 1o be a sex-
ual performance or cobisl semsllivity en-
tancer. It's not an aphrodisiac,

Moai of (hese users arc young sdufls,
There nre reports from other partas of the
counlry, however, that many college nnd
high school studenis mre using MDMA
non-medlcally us well. Shortly before the
cmergency schedullng, both the DEA and
sources within the state were reporiing
maasive use on Texas unlversty campuses.,

Dr. David Smith ldeniified another pop-
ulnllon of MDMA users thrpugh hls com-
munlcation wllh pasi cHents of (he Clinlc’s
drug Ireatment facliltles. These were
young urban folks who would probably be
blue collar workers If they worked. In-
stead, they denl marijuana, cocaine nnd
olher substances, and added MDMA (o
thelr Invenlory and experimenied with It
themselves. Through these, we came In
coninel with u small populstlon of chronlc
drug users who took MDA on a regular
and frequent basts. It's my understanding
thal many of these have Hopped uwsing the
drug, oot because It*s less avaliable since
schedollng but because of Increased (oler-

moce losing (he desirable eifecls, Several
huve clied furzy-headednesy mnd dilficulty
ia conceatrailng during chronle use as
rensony for quitting.

The streel supplies of MDMA probably
come (rom undergeound laboratories,
Stree( duses of Lhe drup are afien disirib-
uled by pre-exisling marljosns and co-
calne dealers. They have added it to Lheir
Nne, as it were.

By and large, these dealers see MDMA
as strictly a temporary sideline. They

" shirug off It curtenl nototiely,

“fi'salad,"” they say. “Nest year I{"ll be
somethlog ¢lse sgain."

They clie the lack of n resd psychedelic
or cuphorilc “punch” and point oul that
MDMA doesn’l produce & rush like marl-
Junnn, ar apeed, gr cocalne, and 1 doesn’l
enhance sexual performance.

“The name Ecstasy makes {( sound Kke

" It's m very sexy drug, but it doesn’( really

do anything for sex ut slt. if anyihing, it
may retard both male erection and cllmax-
ing. The name was made up by u dealer on
the Enat Coast who thought i would sell
more pills.”

Whaiever Its physical effects, Ecstasy
has cectuinly cauvght the imagination of the
Amerkan public, or ut keast the Amerlcan
medla.

e

- My own grealest concerns ahout the
non-medical use of MDMA are {wolold
For one, many proplk who should noi b
using lhis or any psychoaclive drug ma:
gel lured inta lfs non-medical nse throug!
positive hyperbole by well-meaning sup
porters and oui-und-ow{ proselytizer:
These polenilal vicilma include (he young
the drug nalve, and lhose who are susce[

{Ible to compulsive sbuse and sddictlon.

The second concern 18 one that MDM
shares with sll ather populer unde
ground drugs. Wilh no quallty control, s
clopathic and jusi plalp lgnore
manulacturery and deslers can sell ju
ahout anything they want to u gulllb
mackel mnd calf H MDMA. Although t
curren( one-year ban on MDMA may
an aver-reaction, and I certalnly casis
pall on research and expecimendal tre:
meni, { enebles (he Drng Enforcemy
Administratlon {0 go after undergrou
manufacturers and dealers of whaier
passes for MDMA, Ilopefully, this will
low enforcement, research, aad reaim:
{o work logelher in placing MDMA wh
it may do good Inslead of harm. @



