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MDMA Goes
Pubiic

Newsweek, in the April {35, 1985,
issue, printed in its Life/Style section
an article titled, "Getting High on
‘Ecstasy.’” |t began:

“This Ls the drug that LSD was
supposed to be, coming 20 years toa
late to change the world. It is called
MDMA—or ‘Ecstasy’—and users say
it has the incredible power tuv make
people trust ane another. to banish
jealousy and to break down barriers
that separate lover from lover, parent
from child, therapist from patient
Yet unlike LSD, it does not also break
down one's ability to distinguish
between reality and fantasy, so.that it
appears free of many of that drug’s
unfortunate side effects. A New York
writer who tried it comparesitto 'a
yesr of therapy in two hours' 4
Benedictine monk from Big Sur,
Brother Steind!-Rast, says 2 mork
spends his Life cultivaung the same
awakened pititude it gives you.' Of
course, not everyone is taking it for
the insights tt provides. It has
become popular over the last cwa
yenrs on college campuses, where It
is considered an aphrodisiac. Drug-
abuse ¢linics have begun seeing kids
wha take a dozen or mare doses a
day to achieve an amphetamine-fike
high. Apparently the nation 19 on the
verge either of a tremendous
breakthrough or a lot more kids too
strung out to come in from the rain.”

The pext major media exposure
for the suddenly publicized drug was
on network television's “Phil
Donahue” show, which twrned out to
be a rollicking free-for-all taped
before a vacal New York audience

The show began with Donabwne
prking fizn ut MDMA by first
sufifest ng thed the Yrangns wmighe

dump it in the water supply. Then, as
Ayatoliah Khomeini lands at the
Washinglon airport, we weleoime him
with npen arms—renderad open and
loving by the new drug.

As Donahue sampled audience
opinion, the immedjate reaction was
that it didn't like the idea of 5 new
drug. Denahue then gave an appest
for the information to be heard, gince
miuxch of the false informatlon given
in the drug scare of the Jate ‘6403 had
resulted in kids being told that
herom was the same as marjjuana

On the panel was Riek Ingrascy,
M.D,, who nsed MDMA in his
Massachusetts medical pracnice; Mel
Riddle of Straight, Inc.. a drug abuse
center; Gene Haslip, Deputy Director
of the DEA; and Charles Schuster of
the Dmg Abuse Research Center,
University of Chicago.

Engrasci said that he did not
consider the drug a panaces, and was
not grdvocating that peopie talie it all
the time. He was simply suggesting
that it be used in therapeutic
Clreumstances to help people work
through difficult emotional problems
and improve their quality of Iife.

Mel Riddle spoke next, with a
srong antl-drug line, suggesving that
many krds who come to hum have
used the drug, andl some were
completely messed up after just one
dose.

Gene Haslip was iniroduced by
Donahue with 3 lecture on the
problems that the harddine policy of
the Reagan adminivtration toward
drugs has created. Haslip replied
with a gtatement that he wanted to
get MDMA off the street and made a
Schedule ! Jrug.

Charles Schuster taok what al fbst
seemed A modorate position,
suggesting that the druag be held out
iH chedtiaie L unild research was
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done with it, as is done with other
drugs which are being tested for
proasible medical use.,

However, this was followed by
rather sensational statement.
Schuster announced that he and two
other researchets from the Drug
Abuse Center had found that MDA,
the "parent compound” far MDMA,
caused brain damage In rats, and
therefore might also in humans
voddly, the research paper they
published in Science stated their
position in much more conservative
language).

However, the tone af the program
was changed by the articulate
testimany of several patients of Rick
Ingrasci, who spoie from thg,
audience. The first case history was
from a woman whose marital
problems were helped by an MDMA
seasjon In the context of
psychotherapy. The second to talk,
Dhrne Watson, a cancer patient,
spoke emotionally about how MDMA
had helped her deal with the
diagnosia that she had terminal
cancer and only Six months to live.
MDMA, she said, wes & catalyst to
help her deal with the anger and the
pain of her terminal disease. She
stated, "MDMA 13 not an ecstagy
drug. It allows you to see the world
more cleerly and to heal yourself.
You realize that you don't need
negative emotkons, old emaotions any
more, and you can let them go.”

There were many festlmonials
from the 2udhence, pro and con.
Advocates and "andes” were given
tme to make brief statements.
Clearty, the statements by those
helped by MDMA therapy made a
deep impression on the studio
atlflience, but still there were many
whao remnained skepiical of the
atdvent of apather new drug



The floodgates had now opened,

i and a deluge of media copy and

kL videotape spiiled forth. An article
B appeared in the May issye of

R Psychology Today by Jack Shafer, a
& reporter writing a book about the
% increase of synthetic drugs

R appearing in the drug underground.
M His previows magazine publication,
lin the March 1985 issue of Science
85, Designer Drugs,” portrayed th
i dangers of synthetic heroln -

Fsubstitutes, such as alpha-methyl
gfentanyl. also known as China White.

ey A misdater will vsusily (ake -
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Adam. He was featured in
Psychology Trday as well as in
subsequent articles in Time, Lye and
New York,
Rick Doblin, the 31-year-gld co-

attempted to present both gides of
the controversy of another destgner
drug, the much safer MDMA,

On the lighter side, the comic strip
Doonesbury’s Uncle Duke hosted &

conference entitled “Ecstasy: founder of Earth Metabotic Design
Whither the Future™ at Baby Doc Laborstories, became the major pro-
College. MDMA figur= in the media although
Ron Siegel, Ph.D., a he was subjected to heavy criticism
pharmacologist who researches by his more conservative colleagues
psychoactive dnugs at the UCLA in the organization because of
School of Mediclne under grants differences in strategies of action.
from the Natlonal Lnstitute of Drug Doblin first tried MDMA ip {585
Abusge (NIDA), emerged as the mgjor  and quickly becamne an activiat for
representative of the DEA's attack the substance. Wrote Joe Klein of
upon the safety and usefulness of New York magazine:
IR AT TN x T4t “Even before the Federal
¥ r Government entered the picture,
- Rick Doblin sensed thag MDMA

&4 would become a political 1ssue.
% ‘Compassionhas political
oo implications. Empathy has political
e-i- implications,” he says Dobhn
decided Lo contact various
governraent 2gencies. to show good
- . faith by teliing them all about MDMA
:2: and asking guidance. He contacied
", Nancy Reagan'v anti-drug group, the
« National Federatjon of Parents for
" Drug Free Youth. He contacted the
Food and Drug Admirestration and
the National Instihite on Drug Abuse
and the United Nalons, He proposed
3 cooperaton. He proposed joint
: research into MDMA. He proposed to
the United Nations that MDMA be
used in a project cailed ‘Shaping a
; Globa! Splrituality While Living In
% the Nuclear Age'”

Currently Doblin 18 finishing a
degree in Florida and working on a
proposal to set up 8 pharmaceuntical
<P company—Orphan Pharmaceuticals

- Inc —which would conduct antmal
f v human, and clindcal tests in an eflort
' to establish the therapeutic efficacy
of MDMA.
:  During the beginning of 1965,
another development occwred. A
{ laboratory in Texas, which first

£; amounts of MDMA. Ron Siegel, in the
\ Psychology Today article, estircated
that 30,000 doses of MDMA were
being made each month. This
Jaboratory was said to be producing
% akilogram—8,000 doses—per day, or
¢ 240,000 doses per month. These were
24 made ino tablets and seld in brown

botties labeled “Sausyfras.”
fors; - “"Sasyviras. brund MDMA was
=...und | pivt wAnt to sharedbls energl - - bewng sold. accurding to the DEA, ni
potensial with ochers.” partied in which “paTanued salas”

were organed Pacticipants paid

- Rab Hambrecht COLNUEN A pajr-7)
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continued frer page 685
$20 for n sample tablet and were

recrulied to find other sellers. Thaa
prompted Senator Lioyd Bentsen, s
Democrus from Texas, to write t0
John C, Lawn, “Acting Administrator
of the DEA,” asldng for an
emergency ban on MDMA,
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conference was held in Washington
by the DEA. John C_Lawn, in an
Associsted Preas dispatch published
in the June { New Fork Times,
stated, “All the evidenee the DEA has
received showa that MDMA phise
has becorne a nationwide problem
and jt poses a serious health threat.
Thus emergency action [s a stopgap
measure to curb MDMA sbuse uniil
the administrative process can be
compleced.” The story goes on to
bluntiy staze, “Officials of the drug
agency sald thelr intention was to
replace the emergency ban.on
MDMA with = permancnt ban wnhm
one yw‘ .

The Problem‘
with the DEA’s
Handting of the

Drug Probiem

The actions that the DEA took jn this
matter sxe fypical of its past patterns
of action an other newly populer -
druga. Their “hardhali” ammuhtp
drugs-—amear publicity, severe
penalties, kick-down-doms o
enfotcement—has not eradicated

prablems witht drings fn the US ==~ =~

Ingrad, oll it hias created s public .-
cogdirgién about drugs and 2 huge
hiack market

Therels no queation that there ta a
serious drag problem in Asreriva.
The murat witdely sbused drugs are
not ever thought ofas drugrat all.
Nicotine. sold legally in cigarettes, is
tleardy the natinn’s most commenly
abused dmg. Next i populanity s
one of the mast dangerans and
ceriainly the rnost lethal of il drugs
sold: alcohol—fourd in liguor, beers,
and win=3. Thus drug iy legal and sold
eVer] [ BFOCe™ Slore
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Of course, the reason that aicohol
i9 now legsl is that the 18th .
Amendment to the Constitution,
which instituted prohibition in this
country, did not work. In fact, there
are few laws sgainst any drug at any
time in history that have worked.
Edward M. Brecher and the edjmrs
of Consumer Reports in 1972 _ .-
published Licit and Micit Drugs an

century. At that tire, dteseSchedu.le
1 narcotics were available over the
courser.

Lirit and Jllicit Drugs conchuded
that the case of heroin demonsirates
the consequences to be expectad
when a drug is made illegal.

Firse, the price of the érug goes up,
ang itz distribution is taken out of
the hands of experts and put into the
hands of criminals,

Second, it enminalizes a group of
peaple who use a particular
substance For heroin, penaities can
range up to life in prison.

Third, making & drug iitegal usually
legds bo adulteration of the <5
mhstAnneontnbemgrephcedhy
arother comnpound,

The DEA msemptopdboédrug
use In America. It receivesitd '
furding in relstinn to the severity
and acope of the drug probiem. -
Becguse it is involved in
enforcement of drug laws. the DEA’s
members tend to view ey drug use
(other than slechs), cigareties, and
coffee) in 3 negative way. The DEA-
AlsG has 3 strang ecangmic interest,
i having widety-used drugs madd -
ilegal. The more drug-vriminale” -
ﬁmmmlmutmqusr.,thzmom

whi¢h drugs to ciminslize cotld
lead to & constantly expanding police

Orgminﬁon,alwmmedlngmore mmﬁmmamwm -

taxmmies.
DEA Tackies
MDMA
Many of the problems of
criminalizing drugs are apparent i

the handling of MDMA. Alco, many of
the biases of the DIFA pave Imern

DEA: mwdecﬁh- ‘
pubhu:e&.ltmehe d'htlﬁc
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revealed In the way it proceeded b -
having the drug placed In Schedule I
During the hearings to decldg

whether MDMA should be made a

Schedule 1 drug, it may have become
apparent to the DEA that its case -
was falling apart. 1t was difTkeult o -
show 2 high potential for sbuse of -
MDMA. Ik was possible 10 shaw that
the drug was used, however, with

rapid rise in tolerance caused by
repeated use, and the buildup of .
unpleasant side effects, most people
learn quickly that MDMA can only be
used oceasionally. Taking too much
is just not rewarding.

For the same reasons, it can be
said that MDMA is ot an addiciive
drug. It ls true that some people tike
to repeat the experience. Bt itis -
generally found that the less often
MDMA is taken, the more meamngful
the experience is. The t2ndency is to
take it less frequentty after the first
two or three expogurea. Alsg, there
was lile evidence that MDMA was
dangerous paychalogivally. The data
from DAWN emieygency rooras cned
carli&y mﬁ

few “badtris” Qﬂ‘m Rb:ha:d

'Giﬁﬂcrepmﬂtunmoﬂfmewm
do have 1 bad time and come into s .

clinic are provhted with s supgortive:
MIronREent aned reorient’
themselves as a0on as the drug is
metabolized Being nonaddictive and

hmw 2

was dedicatad £6 hanning the .
Rrticle entitied "Fedaral Authonties

_Want th Ban Prstasy™ ‘printed in the
Suw Froncisw Examiner: “ ‘We're

going vo ban Ecstasy within the nerl
several months,” DEA assistant

administrater Gene Haalip vawad. By

next fall, Ecstasy will be as ngudly
cvontrolied as hernin, I1t's extremety
dangerous '

CANLUMNY 20 page 75
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%mdteDEAhanwu
announced on May 31, the major
reason given for the evoling of the'
DEA's emergency powers wasa
study done at the University of

Chicago and submicted for .

publication in Science. The study .
revexted that the drug AfDA has been

s!mnniomsqbrdndamagem

MDMA by humans hl,giﬂy

questionable, " | KiET pavid HELP YOU SELECT
Thedmgusedmll‘temdy was THE RIGHT LIGHT & SYSTEM
MDA, which is chemnically distinet . TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

from MDMA_ While they are both
empathogens with somewhad similar

mental effects, they are molecularly \ AGS
different, and probably affect the Ao UG NN @l YT 7SS CHICACD
brain in different ways. . GARDEN SUPPLY INC: C.LGS

Tesamony of two hearing THE PﬂEDMUFl MITE PEDFUE 108 N. BARRINGTON RD.
witnesses, medica) chemist David REE mm STREAMWOODD, i 80117
gizmhmmd ist.lune_d ({ @ © @ D 43 4} 4 \J @ % (112j280-4548

e ef. presenie evidence
for uis chermical dis!fnocut?on between DANISH €88 & FLOW TABLE&F; CINCIBRMA T
the two substances According to 1S, & ISRAELL DRIP SYSTEMS . . . OPENING SOON
Nicholy. there is no cross-tolerance Mﬂ""‘"
.  between MDMA and MDA If you

take MDMA undl it no Jonger has an

effect, you cam then take MDA and i’ Put your pIants m the best Ilght.

wiil still have an effect, and vice

verss. This poists po.sepexate gites of - With our exclusive & -~ a0 - i T s e
artion in the bl i "’

B Bow Retiinger and Nichols pont Mim-MughtGrow L‘gm :
W out that MDA and MDMA have, . - &lmﬂ:m -
" oppodite isomer activiiy in their | uessahign presaurs
cffect on the brawa. Actually MDA, Kocim LT with
sCcording 1o Nichols. can be thought
ofu.stwoseparatepsychoact.we
B drugs, wich eachofthe, = .- _ -
o mmuamershawngquﬂeaﬂqm@t ]
g psychological effects. MDMA hes =
- only one active (s) isomer, the-_* . JJ_" |
= -oppos&eotmewnamm
; -..h:mer'];'lmpm’sownmm NN
N r:m;dmtbﬁehﬂldﬂu:eﬂmm A0S IS
2 mmmmﬁumpahm DS PR

X:-  of action within the nervous svstem, . [+ ] :
Alexsnder Shulgin, Nichols
A collesgue, compruented that MDA
- . resembles MDMA, but it also I IR (e

mbl;atlmove_ﬂhe—cuunt_ﬂ__
pllergy remeady Sudafed
(pseudoephedrine hydrochioride ).
Should we place thus commonly-used
pitent medicins on Sehedule | along
with MDMA?

Several other clear nbjections o
the Chicagou study are foind in the

conimusd cnpage 7
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required to produce SHT RS s .
nﬂmmltrhiﬁnm(&mmgm . .
are roughly three ta five times higher ‘ C ,) Enlcrprim
1§
! than those required to produce i . —
E halluctnogenic effects, : “The Motorized Mastcr SHier"
(approximately 1.5 to 3 mg/kg) 1. . Awarded ae Grand Prise in the
b ffmce!:eddﬂsﬁdfﬂmmmf%e : lst Ancan! 1988 Cannsbis Cup Awards
i tnges _mg!!;’ 5m$£om 0.7300 brld in Awatevdam. Holland
Lﬂ 4. Ll & Sarge w ok sgmpe iof b Urwrslrming Proe nei
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| givep tn rits rather than humans, S
2) given in the mach lasger doses, z4 St T

5 mmdmuemmnce%
8" given euery twelve bour far two

" days ahil 4) gt Intravencusly
(injected in the vein) miher than

E orally, the usaalronté ol .

3 -adm.l.nisl:mtlon in‘huiians Taking a

?" drug orally results inasmalier

' amoun!.safthedmgrudﬂngthe

F  brain chan if takern by [V injection.
3 In August 1985, intox (aboratory
2 performed & further susdy inwhich a
F group of raly were givenai- .,
' iu‘iuofrnﬂletsﬁl'rm
¢ ofMDMA Theywaesmtedoﬂtﬁ“ -
k- milligoama per kilogram of body -, ~
: ﬂﬁzlﬂd‘;m&hma;-mxj.‘] o S
H ]mm wk! GLE .
B W%ﬁwm
¥ dowse taken by htumand is about 2
nﬂlhmmw.ﬁaom siod Al C s .
: whenﬁ.edoﬂgef?ﬁi%ﬂn 1T DO YOU HAVE A NEW OR UNUSUAL PRODUCT? - |
E. 16 mg &g and 300 1y /kg. This ts - - .. STARTING A NEW BUSINESS? o . o
B about 150 tinees the norma) humar WANT THE WORD TO GET OUT?

F' dose. When the'rats were examined, OR HOW ABOUT A PERSONAL AD TO MEET NEW PEOPLE
£ there was no evidence of histologhcal OR TO SHARE GROWING TIRS?

- brain damage Althongh che wecond :

k. arudy doeg nor.use the sarme CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

hni the first, it }
O Lo aot the evidencs provided CALL 212 972-8484 EXT. 23

R by the formar stimty. @ ]

“ /‘--_JI-_'.;“t 1
r \’:1

T
1




