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The Ecstasy problem ln 'l'ex
as will be highlighted
upcommg issue of Life milﬂ-
Some DEA heads have
sahi ihe drug, sometimes cal!e‘g
pie drug, is popular wij
col 'u:! students and profession-
ala. Mr. Jordan says it is more

pervasive,

“It's in the gay bars, it’s on
the wniversily campuses, it's in
the siraight bary, its among the
prntes:innals " ‘Me. Jordan
says. As its “desi
appeal, Mr. Jnrd.ln is baffled.

“The impurities, the poisons
in this thing. It's unbelievable
what people will put in their
systems.

"Abuse of Ecstasy is another
pmhlzm we r.':o mz l:eed.."

The term * dadgner drug"lm
‘come to mean syothetic chemi-
cal cumpouut produced in
clay boratortes.
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enforce a ope-year ban on a
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To that end, the four want the
government to place the drug
on | s=hedule 1L as o to

under the terms
ve Crime
Comwl M‘. ‘of 1981—was the
second such use of that proce-
dure.
Still another
is a Bill, lml.l‘::: last -eem
* the Us Senate, called the De-
slP rug Enforcement Act
985, Il wottld make it unlaw-
{u] to willingly and intentional-
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l.asl month, citing a Univer-
sity of Chicago al Center
study waming that a drug
called MDA, simitar to MDMA,
causes brain damag? in labora-
tory animals, the DEA said it
Wanted {0 place MDMA on
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ate a designer drug by mhtly‘
varying lhg chemical structure
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However, Charlotte Johnson,
DEA attorzey, says: “These
drugs are heingtou!zd as legal
by those seiling them—'legal’
a5 in not being controlled sub-
stances under state or federal
law. But i you traffie in unap-
proved drugs in Interstate com-
merce, it’s a violation of the
Federal Food, Drug and Comes-
tic Act.”

The government was ham-
strung in reacting to these sub-
stances, so last October,
Congress streamlined ' proce-
dures that allowed the DEA to

lp, mmmnulty hu chn].lcngnd
the scheduling. The four men
who hired a Washington law
firm to challenge the DEA in-
clude two professors with Har-
vard University Medical Schwl
in Cambridge, Mass.;®
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_Santn Fe. N3 and Mr. Rob-
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tered with the Egewym the
drug in patient treatment. They
maintain it also would allow for

mure Mean-_h into the drug's
lities; placiog it on Schedule
would inhibit that, they say.

‘The first hearing was in June
m Lns Angeles. Attorneys for
th sides were allowed to
u’m—enmme witnesses ﬂunng
the Kansas City hearing,

The third and final sessfon is
tentatively scheduled in Octo-
ber In Washington. Judge
Young then will make a recom-
mended ruling to John Lawn,
administrator of the DEA. Mr.
Lawn’s ruling is expected later
this year or early ne next.

- It was for a pﬂmstudy th;.t

Dr George Greer of Santa
personally administered doses
of MDMA to 29 subjects,

Most sessions were in the
subjects” home. Five couples
took MDMA together. Six ses-
sions Involved groups of three
to six mutual Iriends.

There were undesirable side
effacts. Tweaty-iwo Suhjects
Wported jaw tension or teeth

hing  during the session.

edce a person’s life negatively,”
Mr. Roberis says. “But can a
positive experience influence a

persnn’s life to the good? That -

doesn’t ocour to most people.™
The group says it oppases
Street abuse of MDMA. The
four also say possible therapes- .
. tic benefits of MDMA could be
sacrifieed in the government’s -,

Twenty subjects reported fa-
tigue from a few hours to a few
days after the session. Three
had difficully walking.
+ Every subject experienced
me benefit from the drug, the
or reported in his stud
Pwenty-seven felt “closer nn’;l
more intimate. with anyome
[present™ All 21 subjects who

had sessions in les or
groups exgerienced ‘“‘more
closeness a1d.'or enhanced
communication.” Twenty-seven
reported positive changes in at
titudes and feelings, -

The study, although wrilten
up by Dr. Greer, has not besn
Eublulml in a jourmal. Dr.

reer says one of his motives is

alert the research communi-
ty to the puui'hllnm of more
research.

What, he wu asked last
week, were the motives of ‘the
29 subjects? -

“Nine wanted 2 more cogni-
tive umwndmg of them-
seives,” be said. Five subjects
received 50-milligram doses .to
facilitate creative writing. Six
subjects wanted ‘‘ephanced
communication with scmeonu
(often their spouse),” according
to his wrilten vepart. Eight sub-
Jects wanted a. “peak.experis
ence of a visionary or mystleal
state.” - -

Fonr snhjects"memioznedfun 4
and enjoyment” as'a o
"Is {un and mjoymgal a legit-
imate nse for a prarmaceuntical
agent?" Dr. Greer was asked by
Steve. . 2ssociate chief

~counsel for the DEA.

“It’s not a standard use,” Dr,
Greer repli

Dr. Greer, &3 his study points
out, sajd subjects were screened
for health reasons before in-
volving thernselves in the study.
They were healthy people, he
said.

“In otber words,” Mr. Stone
said, "ﬂlzy’re OK, hut they want
to be better"

“They're OK in some ways,”
Dr. Greer said. “They want to
be better in some ways.™



