TheWar on Drugs: '
Our NextVietnam

HE WARONDRUGS HAS BREEN LOST. .
Despite decades of interdiction and enforcement efforts that |
have cost billions of dollars, there are more deugs and more : T e o ot e e pooe e ackog, v
blood on the screets than ever before. Qur courts and pris- |
ohs are crowded beyond capacity, cornuption is rampant at
home, and governments abcoad are under siege.

With all the hysteria and hypocrsy surcounding the issue |

of drugs, we have ignored the clear kssoas of history. Pro- |
. has been far from Muuserml Bush and Bennert's nanon-

hlblucnﬁnanceddltm:nforga.nmd erme and failed misezably as effective kegal and social

and yer another moral crusade has failed miserably as effective law or socia] policy.
The latese round of anudrug hysteria has created a climate akin to che anti-Commumist

witch b of the McCarthy eca. Judge Douglas Guns- -
buirg, 2 conservamne fegal schalar fram Harvard Unaver-
wy, wig foroed in wichderw from conaderagion for the

na. The constitunaral guacanees ggainat inceasonable

Ceraig Bradlsy, "are influenced by che drug seare
inach the Lame way courn weee nfluenced by ehe Red
scare.” And Buah's drug ar, Wilham Bennec, has

schoal children who cum 14 fieads and
famidy amspected of king drugs.

A socety cnnoc fong afford 1w hueve 13 laws wdely |
xnd apendy broken. The urge 1 vee some form of mund-
aleecing mdmance iy desply ingramed m hueran names

Anrrnpeng m legnlar & o of exroence can anly lead

13 10 grane govermment the kind of power 1 should nou ©

beve m a free socwey.
US, drug Lows are oundacrd and need vtal rvamg-
ing. The agurients agama kegakmanon are nred and n-

of drug e 12 woidd not merease mvadabiiry or remids tn

foe job mrawurg, day care and better achools

DESPITE RICHARD NIMON'S ATTEMPTS TO ERADICATE

rilbon now smoke u regulacly. Eleven states have de-
oriminalircd personal we, and noe 2 nngle deach hay

wed for ma-man)uana enforcemene Thar same year,

391,600 prople weve arrested for maryuays offenses, ac- -

=arding w the FRL

ed down to the poor m the torm ol rrack, a cheap,

mereased 30 gready dhar crack peofiry made the drug
hiseory of dhe worlkd.

would end
The primary arpenens 2gamst

rwenty-four hour, open-air drug bazaars in the Bugar
urban ceners

If the legabradon of drugs realds ip a hghy perease
in the number of abusery, let us accepr the conse-

:mMaumid&-chnNmul‘mtmml .
" socud safety ner that includes famly, emplopers and s0-
. aal scrvcey, a1 well 23 heakth marance, cducanon and
maripuna peodacne and coasumpoon in thes counay,
same &0 melion Americass have smoked poe, and 21

treannent facknes.
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: thmgs are far mare desperate, The resdents of mner e
; ics mre faced wath hacsh realinies, Real wagea for poor
been atrduersd m 3 madpeng overdoce, Yer as lage as :
1988, an ectmated 3986 malon ¢ federa) funds was

trial.

awamng
Increasengly, dhe resdents of oo nner coes e bos- -
~ exg hope. The duintegrancn of the famdy srucire, the -
poe job audook, madaquate educanon od govermenent:

. tnent B COTAnng
; able ghean youths whose hves become hopelessby in-
i rerwaven with drug crime aad wha in rurn are

: becoming parenu to another peneranon of seriously
dysfuncrional childees.

corsumpton
. them obey dhe law ot prisoa space © house than when
¢ baroms af Larm Anserua among the tichesr men i the
search and secure i beng routinely breached by pudass
md::ammnywinwholdqiuumabl:mrdm :
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abandooment have left these qazens with few aloerna.
aves. While middle-class whiee communimes possess

lawmakers have been slow to asaist munorcties in

achienting 2 kind of soctal panry. And this sbandon-
permanent underclags of unemploy-

The governmene response o the phghe of dhe poor

¢ al dug srawegy caly for ah ncrrrse i lw-enfarcement
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" Liom for prisons ~ 2 100 percent vicrease - and 876 mul-
> hon for the milicoy’s Ewalvenwent.

: potent high and a prafirable, exaly transporuable :
. product for the young enrepreneur. Even though co- ¢
! caie pewces fell dronghan dhe Gighties,

Iz o ame for de govermment o offer more dan pon-
the ssmstance 9 tho segment of 300y, The residens
of wnar cities don'e need more palice officers w help

they B8 @ do so. They need opporuunity and equalny.

: Spend dwe lllions thar will resul from a drug-peace don-
. The war an drugs, as well tentoned as o mughe |
* be, has now become the prablepy. Allowang ths un-
* dergeound market o connnue, according o fedesal !
: judge Robert Sweet, "creates an eeoqomic incennve
: for drug sellers o inorease the use of drugs.” Blmu-
¢ oue the illegal rraffickers, and ehe spiral of ceime

dend oa educagon, job asststance, duld care and eco-
drugs would alsg elimmar dhe Boodshed

! DTG

Legatomg
! Federal judges would find some 15,000 fewer cases 2

year an thetr dockess — whwch i & small fracnon of the
burden chat would be (fted from mate and besl cour

ltgdnatl:mulfwtf;
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% roficane cresse n new addicn With crack, this argu- |
manr s simply arckovant. Crack iy abhoered by socrty =
> large, and its resdy availabaliry would ao¢ resr 1 2
. mesningful increase in o3 uae. [0 the areas where 2 bage
« macket eass, kegabeanon would nor morcor avaishdxy
walid Legalwanon does st amply governmental aprenwad

now servmg ame for drug-relaed offenses, the national
peison aun would be foresmlled. In addinge, die rak of

i dexth by overdose, bepanns, AIDS and other ilinetses

m&umd\e of strver would be
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» profin for afganerd cane.
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: to snyone who hn scen dhe soreet-side deaking m the
draling and alkwe Gllions of dollars i be recharmeled for -
weammeny, mmirug educarion snd economic asagtance -

.............

Hm—rﬂﬁmwmmw

" has falled 19 comerad drigs through prohibision, For the
! trdfickery and basona, pach asccrmve wave of hyseda
i cam take these gway and dethrone the deales in b nesgh-

* bochood, Let’s unp mway dhe hypocrisy unplicy in Lo

dhat are only enforced agamat the pooe and mmariges.

* United Seatss spent ¥) bilkon e eofarce lawy aganse
¢ all druge Newt year, Bush’s drug war will cost over
= £10 bdlion, With the military nnd che CIA wading
: wuito an escabinng, hopeless way, perhaps the husory
: prommately oee-thd of biack men fram poor aress are :
: arreseed on drug charges by the age of thary Neatly -
one 1 four blagk malkes between dhe ages of recray and
! wenry-hide 13 I prsof, on probacen oe parple, or -
Antrmpe © conool cocare m che 1950s hav like- | I
wige (adod. In 2 cextbool case of swnovanw markenng, -
ocaine ~ once considered a drug of the elite — mck- -

lesson can begmn:

Lix Vemam, dus 15 & quagmire. We are m a war
thst is 0aceig apart the labne of our country. There u
o bght at the ond of the nannel. And ¥ 15 nme ¢ adima
we are wrong, And perhoaps we can behae as 2 kander,

gender and moee mature soce ty
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