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May Cause Brain Damagé B

Ecsrasy, 2 "designer deug” once toutzdn
¥ bhreakthrough aid to psychotherapy, de-
pletes a key chamical in the brain and may
c2ose parmanent neurclogical damage, a
study on monkeys sugeests,

showed 3 Tharied decrease in the serplogin, @

.mﬁm--uf'h&_)hmmmunuyainamtm
¢ idemical to that used by humans prodoces
. nmilar toxieity,” the researchers said, bai

they cautionad, "Himans are generally re-
ganded as being more senctive (gan mon-
keyy to the toxi stiscts of drugs”

‘In vew of these orasiderations.” cheg
amﬁmumm&nm
execciye caation It the we of MDMA ™

MDMA, mkernatively known an the

street 33 “Adam” or "XTC,” s one of the
ope-popular pecreationz; drugs, with more ;

* than 30,000 capsules anxld monthly dunng

1085, In soame psychiatric cirdes, MDMA

bas been sugzested a5 en 2djonct to payche

' logical therapy-becsuse of its reported 3hil-

Kyﬁmww:mmmmmnndmhm ;
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Homewer, In 1985 the United Sum
Drug Eaforceinent Agency placed MDMA
oo dp fist of controllad substances becsme

4 m]he‘ [} . -.-.

Bacauss rat sxperimeats do por alwdye s
curately pradict the efiects of drugs on the
buman braw, the Hopldns rescarchers gave

Squirel  mookeys mpcted with 3,8 eight squirre! monkeys ngechons of MOMA
medvhmonmthamphemmumuﬂ. de]yfwhum&u
Ten wesks htery, mel:tmuithenmhﬁ
hrain chemicg) Ut s poorly understood il ere examined. Thé rescarchecs found severe
Mm&wﬂmwﬂummm depletion. of the brain chemueal sarotonia. Pur;
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'Ecstasy May Harm

B’ram, Study Shows

By bavid Periman

. Chrontele Sctenpe Puitor
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- Evgtasy, x “desigaer drug”  dsmmged the braln cells that secrete .
ﬁgtme trisis et b4 reteoonin and made Cre suimale

brate sbd may cause perma-
siddy oa animalx Indicated yes-
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The researchers sald their
study & the Hrst to show The affects
of 1he drug on liraln chemistry ia
primates and should provide @
warning ‘o anvone whe decides te
take the drug

The experimests showed that
kestasy dpragzed mre 17 mep xevs nf

srpe— Syfinopnl orpetes tacasel
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s vulnerablo to the toxic ef-
féc3™ of the drug. Whether the
m‘x damspipg effects are revers
ilile-or permenent ks st u.nh:lm
tkareﬂarchen rahd

Although the reseasch canmot -
be deliberately repeated in humans,
the study's andthors warned that

“hupians are genecally regarded a8 -
beigg more sensltive than monkeys !
o the toxic effects of drugs.” They -
urged careful stugdy of hemans wbo
have uaken Ecstasy to see whether
their aerve cells are dameged and
Wjuthlz sheir behavior s impurcd.
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The medlul use o( Eai.y s :
tightly <ontrolied by the feders] |
Dreg Faforcement A&nmhu-aﬂm.
Hut & group of widely imown pay-
chlatrlsrs, led by Dr. Lester Grin- -
spovn of Harvard University, &s
sacking 4 court order aflowing them <
ta-presceibe I more eanlly LRCGuss -
they clafm it enables padents ta de- :
velop heightaped insight durb'l.g
Rychotharapy.
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Although Eestesy & legally .
manufactured, st 5 2180 reiatively .
£3sv for uuderrrcunc‘. chemiats to
make, and an estimated 30,000 rile-
ESI mansiles are salid L IDC sIreet
SATARTNNE By 1



