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g IN LATE OCTOBER. THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT
R Agency summoaned Its speciafists in intelli-
gence, analysis and enforcement from outposts
around the country to Washington head.|
quarters for an unpublicized internal session
‘A ¢ which they charted the federal response]
W to the nation‘s fastestgrowing drug
scourge—LSD,
Whoa, hold your horses, cowboy. We!
¥\ interrupt this story for a reality check!
‘B This is 1987. When we talk scourge,’
A plag g pestil we're talking
B heroin, cocmne, crack, methamphet!
¥ amine. But LSD? You put LSD beg
hind you forever when gou threw!
away your last tiedye shirt, didnt
d you, amigo? Moby Grape and l.he'i
grape boycott are gathering cob-
webs in the attic of your mind.
“We're seeing & resurgence
oflsbmenocor\lylncﬂifor]
A nia, but in Texas, Oregon,
A New York, Boston, Phila
delphis—an unbelievable
murgence. an escalated
steady progression over
N the last 10 years.” says
5 Michae) Paviick of
A the DEA’s Dangerous,
Drugs Division,
% which organized
the four-day confer.!
A ence. “LSD is the,
A No. 2 dangerous;
3} drug in the Unit-
ed States right!
now, based on!
DEA seizures
in 1986-be.!
hind only
methanm-
phetamines, We.
seized 14,844,000
dosage units last year. {
"We don’t want LSD fo get to
epidemic proportions,” Pavlick con-
tinues, ‘That’s why we called ocur expery
in—to get the facts und to sit together and
evolve a national strategy.” What the DEA is
seeing On a national levﬁ. narcotics agents of
the state Department of Justice have likewise
observed in California. Agent Michael Bamcsl

BY MIKE WEISS

S /ORCEMARR (Y 13 f WES Y




|

| WHAT'S A WEIRD LITTLEDRUGLIKE

LSD DOING IN THE JUST SAY NO ERA? .

3
3

1
«
{
b
‘
¥
i

]

'u{sﬁd'te mumber of dosage units seized—or, in
of

words, hits of 15D, which nowadays are
mostly quarterinch squares of blotter paper
imprinted with cartoon characters or other art
—increased 200-fold between 1985 and 1986.
Doses today are much smaller than was once
common; their size is regulsted by mystatious,
undetected underground chemists, The drug

that was sup to have turned on, tuned in

and 4 out an earlier generstion may

nowadays be nothing more than another de-
iguner recreation,

But the Golden Triangle of LSD, the Mother
Lode, still has as its apexes Berkeley, the Haight
Ashbury, and Sants Cruz. *Those are the three
places that on any day of the week you could
go and get Beid,” says Dave Tresmontan, a state
narcotics task force commander based in Santa
Cruz County. "It's been that way since the 1960s
and it still is. Only more so now than ever.”

{U. SIRIUS IS THE PEN NAME OF KEN GOFF-

man, editor of High Frontiers) The Space

Age Newspaper of Psychedélics, Science,

Human Potential, Irreverence and Mod-
ern Art. He can’t swallow afi that the feds nre
biting off. And Goffman, who coined the word
Yummy (young upwardly mobile mutant), is as
close to the new lg‘!hycﬁedelic scene gs it is
possible to get. “I think there is s small move-
ment; 1 think there’s a cerlain amourt of rend-
ing in that direction,” he says. “We're shifting
to an eccelerated informaton and quantum
reality culture and psychedelics seem to be
relevant to that kind of experience. But 1 think
we've passed the point of having a zeitgeist
around psychedelics or the counterculture.
do have to wonder who's taking all this acid
they’ve busted. You go out and look people in
the eye.” he says, motioning toward Telegraph
Avenue near the Berkeley campus, “and maost
gff them look like they're thinking about a glice

pizza.

Well, [ see his point. But then some of the
human flow along Telegraph probably looks a
good deal more ﬁnliucinogenic to me than it
does to Goffman, who has below-shoulder-
length hair, wears a worn fedora with an Andy
Warhol button, and looks like a roadie for Sgt.
Pepper's Lonely Heants Club Band, He is an
incarnation of that very *60s ohservation that
the medium is the message, to wit RU. Sirius?

So what we seem to have here is the narcs
saying there is a bull market in LSD and the
heads saying “bull.” But maybe the different
perspectives are not as mutually exclusive as
they seem at first glance. The narcotics agents
may be issuing a Gmely warning of a bad moon
rising, but s newly discovered drug “epidemic™

't impact negatively on their budget re-
quests. As for the people involved with nouveau
Egcbedei'm. such as the smiling and person-

e Ken Goffman, he is aware that many high-
profila acid mavens from the *60s ended up
daing time once the media began to hype LSD.
S0, in ing with a reporter, RU. Sirius has
every reason not to be incautious.

HEN TALKING ABOUT LSD—LYSERGIC

acid diethylamide 25, a potent psy-

<:h¢:dellr§lw that forever shouldp;)e

_held responsible for foisting Timo-
thy Leary on an unsuspecting public—it’s im-
portant to remember thet not only is it a clear,
pdorieys, illf IiaLuid s few millionths of a
gram of which can blow your mind to kingdontl
come, but that slong with race wack touts,
criminal defense attorneys, and television news
teasers, it falls into that group of pharmacologi-
cal substances known as exaggeranis. It is best
when considering the entire subject to anchor
one's perspective firmly in Missouri.

The effect of the drug itself. which is a chem-
ical synthesis derived from ergotamine tartrate,
a pamasitical fungus that grows on common
grains like rye, is to cause deep snd prolonged
states of aitered perception, some would sa
enhanced perception, which is what psychedel
ic means. It is not uncommon when tripping
for your sensory and inateliectual cities to
be on a roller-coaster ride. At one and the same
time, everything you see or hear may seem
both entirely original and as old as creation.
Ovdinary distinctions can seem to disappear:
Music can sometimes be seen as dancing col-
ors; spoken language and silent thoughts move
s0 fast that it seems impossible 1o tell which is
which; your inner state may seem to join and
run together with someone else’s. These pro-
found alterations can be either exhilarating or
hortifying. 2ls0 seem to encou & mes-
sianic frame o
unusual to hear someone say that if enough
people tripped, or if there was only a way of

rage )
mind; back in the '60s it wasn’t

v X

dosing Nixon's cola, you could save the world.
The LSD state lends itself to grandiose claims
¢ a5 participants become frustrated by the limits
of ovdinary lang to encompass such m sin-
gular and stunning state. For instance, after
ingesting a psytbg{elic in 1953, Aldous Huxley
wrote: I was seeing what Adam had
the moming of creation. . .. Words like grace
and transfiguration came to mind.”

Of course, not everyone trying LSD finds the
prelspsarian Gm:‘cdni’;he drug is powerful
enough o injure, Jerome Smith, special
agent in charge of the California Bureau of
Narcotic Enforcement’s San Francisco office,
says that the people experimenting with LSD
today are too young to remember the “horror
staries,” or have fo en them. “They don™t
remember that their experbment may be a
lifetdime experiment they never get over. There
was a young lady going to San Diego State back
in the 1960s that 100k one doss and as far as I
know never got over it. She may still be institu-
tionalired. It’s a drug ot to be trifled with; it’s
mind-altering.” -

Why did Smith reach sll the way back to the
19¢0s for his horror siory? If so many people
are tripping these days, why sren’t there cur-
rent horror stories? Why aren't medical peaple
Bt places like the Haight Ashbury Free Clinic
sesing an outbreak bad trips? And, even
more tantalizing, what does it mean that so
many people are evidently experimenting with
LSDh ‘ﬁ:lz Does it have B social significance?
Isita inger? And if it is, of what?

UT FIRST, A MORE IMMEDIATE QUESTION.
B why now? Why should 1.SD be making

a comeback after all but disappearing
from public notice for a-decade or
more? Nobady knows for sure,

continued
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but there are a few theories to choose -

among. Nostalgia has been rife—wit-
ness the celebrations of the 20th anni-
versaries of the Summer of Love and of
the release of the Beatles' Sgr. Pepper
album. There is a e, too, for t
Newsweek recently called neapsychede-
lia~tie-dyes, paisleys, granny glasses,
trﬂprings of hippie style.

Of course, mass nostalgia is usually
about style and seldom about substance.
Another possible reason is suggested by
Randy Daar, a San Francisco lawyer
who has defended about a dozen ac-
cused LSD dealers in courrooms from
Tennessee to Wyoming to California in
the past two years, “I’'s chesp,” he sa
“That's why.” In fact, the cost of & sin-
gle hit of acid may be the only thing in
America to be no more expensive in
1987 than it was in 1967, between $t
and $4 on the street. Over the sume two
decades, the fr:"it:e of a lid of good mari-
juana went from $10 1o $300, and the
cost of a bottle of Scotch quadrupled.

Others say that there has been too litle
education sbout the drug's dangers, or
that taste in drugs, as in $0 rany other
things, moves in evepmpenxing cycles.

But none of these explansat

N

15 million hits seized last year by the
DEA don't include scparate state and
iocal seizures. In San Jose, for instance,
64 strect srrests were made for LSD
possession in 1986. And in late August,
xtate narcotics sgents in Berkeley and
San Francisco made their bl haul
in many years, 24 liquid ounces,
enough to make 6 wnillion hits.

And scizures thernselves ere only in-
dicative of much larger amounts in cir-
culation. Neither the feds, nor the siate
cops, ner the jocal narcs know who is
cooking the LSD. They know where co-
caine, heroin and speed all cowte from,
but not LSD. It is like a drug from
elsewhere, In 1986, the DEA had a hand
in busting 672 jliegal drug labs of one
kind or ancther. Not one of them made
LSD. Zero. Nor did any of the hundreds
of labs busted in *8S, ‘84, '83 .. . all the
way back to 1981 in Seartie, which was |
the last time a cop saw the lnside of o,
real honestto-goodness LSD Jaboratory. |

Police agencies in California have |
busted wholesalers,’ even largescale
wholesalers only a step or two beneath ;
the people at the apex of the LSD trade: !
the chemist and the ufacturer, the
jentist and the busi who usu-

turss, to borrow RU. Sirtus’ word, »
2eitgeist,  feeling for the spirit of (h:‘:fc
in regard to LSD. It seems an ano!

that, in a numb and conformist age, mci
an electric experience should be gaining
in appeal. But maybe that's why.

Paul Krassner, who as the éunding
editor of The Realist and the man who
first used the word yippies, played an
important role in those tumultuous
yeurs when the indwelling and privatis.
tic 1950s were zapped by the '60s, sees
certain similarities in conditions today.

“What's similar now to the 1950s is
the awareness of the repression and
duliness, and what came as a response
in the 1960s was an explosion. This
time it'll be different. But what we're
really seeing is the old battie between
cynicistn and hope. 1 have a share of
optimism,” Krassner says, “because |
have damaged chromosomes.”

¥ LSD'S QUIETLY COMING BACK INTO

vogue in the twilight years of the

Reagan era is an incongruity, a

seeming oxymoron (nothing person-
al, Mr. President), the question of who
is manufacturing the supply is an out-
right mystery.

There are people in law enforcement
and outside it who think that supply is
leading demand, and not the other way
round. Jhat not long ago somebody
started to make a very high quality of
low-cost LSD designed for the 1980s,
That they have cultivated and cornered
a sizable market And that they have
gone undetected and unapprehended.

No question, somebody somewhere is
churning ot great batc The. nearly

ally team up 0 produce and distribute
LSD. “These are the most fascinating

. le I' hased,” Da
i,';;_er:r e I've gver chased,” says Dave|

monten. a clean-cut 36-yearold;
drug agent whose Santa Cruz task force |
sssignment is the latest in a 16-year
career. “They're very worthy oppo-:
nents. You would think that just by:
chance somebody would snitch. Every
week somewhere in the country the Ma-
fia, -the Colombians, speed labs, PCP|
}:gs“ Bt taken down. Yet not one l.SD!
Robert Sager, who hzads the DEA’s !
Western Laboratory, thinks the LSD|
chemists have successfully remained at’
large in part because there are 20 few of
them. “I'd say there's very few of them,
and that they're very cautious people. I,
sort of wonder if it isn't a networking
thing, an insider’s thing, a club slmost.”
The probability is that these will-o'-
the-wisp chemists are close by. “’¥ know
of only one geographic region produc-
ing this stuff in the United States, says
the state Bureau of Nercotic Enforce.
ment's Jerry Smith. “We have heard of
a lab in existence here for yesrs and
we've never gotten to them. If LSD
shows up in Ohio, New York, Florida,
Texas, it always comes back to the Bay
Area; that's where they trace it back to.
The San Francisco Bay Area is to LSD
what Miami is to cocaine.”
Once you know how difficult it is to
meake LSD, it's not sumuriiin that there!

waould be only s handhul of illicit labs'

. and underground alchemists. To begin'

with, you need ergotamine tartrate, -
which is not readily avaifable. Though it
isn’t a controlled substance, its p

; n}mu:wuu.nntl\vltf
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Neilher the feds, nor
the state cops, nor
the locatl narcs know
who is cooking the
LSD. They know
where cocaine, heroin
and speed all come
from, but not LSD.

It is like a drug from
elsewhere. In 1986,
the DEA had o hand
in busting 672 illegal
drug labs of one kind
or another. Not one
of them made LSD.
Nor did any of the
hundreds of lnbs
busted in ‘85, '84,
'83...all the

way back fo 1981

in Scattle, which

was the last time

a cop saw the

inside of a real
honest.lo-goodness
LSD laboralory.

" want a good yield you have to
flash evaporator o boil off highly toxic sol -

.purification process utili

by other than established pharmaceutical
firms who use it in migraine remedies snd
some other medicines is suspect. Therefore it
is often necessary to go to Eastern European
or African countries to acquire the ergotamine
without raising eyebrows.

Once you've smuggled it into the States,
converting it to lysergic acid is a delicste and
demanding cheraleal process. “If you laok at it
cross<eyed # tends 10 fall apart,” says an expe-
rienced acid chemist from the "60s. LSD isnt
like angel dust, which can be prodeced in &
bathtub, or cocaine paste, which is made by
South American lndians in rude tin drums: it
takes 2 real chemist and a sophisticated lab,
The alkaloid, for instance, is Jost if exposed to
heat above room tempemture. So you can’t
use hot water 83 a heat source the way you do
with most chemical manipulations. If you
build a vacuum

vents at low temperatures without the lysergic
acid compounds disintegrating,

“Making i, says the same underground
chemist, “requires vet{ good technigque., Puri-
fying it is more comﬁiczied than that.” You
need more than a high school chemistry
course to follow hig tanation of how the
ive col-
umn chromat hy, the isomers fi {
8s they pass through slumina at different
speeds. And that’s before you racemize the
isomers. Not too many chemists who can race-

ﬂhe'dwmeu are secking ¢ like outside the
- W.

But what is really remarkable, considering

‘the clandestine and potentially dangerous cir-

cumstances under which LSD is being made,
is that law enfurcement egencies from coast to
coast agree that virtually all the acid they have
seen in the past few years is well-ma?e snd
comes in uniform doses of between 50 and 80
micrograms. This is a real contrast to the LSD
of the late 1960s and early 1970s, when doses
varied wildly from pifl to pill, but & typica} hit
was several hundred micrograms. This unifor-
mity is the most telling clue that virtually alt
the LSD being cooked is coming from very
few people.

It may also indicate how desirous the chem-
ists are to remain unnoticed. Smailer doses
minimize bad trips and ostentatious displays of
druggie behavior, thus diverting both police
and media attention elsewhere.

“QOver the years, the quality control got bet-
ter and better and better. We're seeing more
sophistication through experience. They're
aiming for doses of 50 micrograms and they're
hitting it pretty good,” says Robert Sager, the
DEA Fab chiel,

Why isn’t there more bad acid around, fike
cut cocaine? Randy Daar, the San Francisco
attorney whose clients have included a num-
ber of accused drug dealers,: thinks that the
LSD subculture is different from the* usual
drug world. “What distinguishes LSD from all
the other drug cases I see is there's never any
guns: there’s no underworld types; the profit
secerns to be fittle to nil because money isn't
the primary motivating factor; and most im-
portantly, they don't -snitch each other off.

They tend to be the most | people who
m\gc in drugs.” oval

Though even some police agree with Daar
sbout the sbsence of weapons, hoods and

- snitches, if r is making and distributing
millions and millions of doses of LSD fsn't
making big money, then they differ from at
least some of the people who dealt acid in the
past. Take Waldran Norhees (his real name),
who once upon a time in the Haight Ashbury
was known as Captain Ciearlight. He says he
distributed 250 million hits of 250 mcgs. each
between 1968 and 1975, At & feet, 4 inches,
with flowing white hair and a beard, he looks
like & shrewd biblical prophet. Back when he
was ng: ing mass marketing techniques to
what been a hippie conage industry, he
clmms;nﬂ. :: mhlmvc coler:tie Mahouﬁt‘ $500,000 «

" . He e money in
shopping bags, maugf? money to have bought
four airplanes, sbout 30 luxury cers and
trucks, and numerous homes.

Captain Clesrlight liked the ladies and usy-
ally had one or more in tow on his rounds. He
remembers fondly that at the end of & long day
they would rent a luxury hotel room with a
king-site bed. Clearlight would upend the
sh?ping bag. flooding the bed with $100 biils,
And they would dive in. “Tf it was especially
hot or we worked up a good sweat, the green
dye would come off on our skins and tint us.”

Clearlight acid came in doses of 250 mcgs.,
three or four times as powerful as what is on
the market today. With prices unchanged
since the ’60s, current pxl-.‘o‘iits r:doxuxlllgy be &
percent as great. It strains his ¢ ity to
that huge profits aren't being taken,

Waldron Vorhees' lanation for why no
labs have been busted since 1981 is that sfter
you've taken enough acid gou “kind of kmow
everything the other side is thinking and do-
ing,” an explanation which would be more
impressive if he hadn't been busted three
times, losing most of the weall
lated to the IRS along the way,

Probably the most intriguing idea aboumt the
labs comes from the Santa Cruz Task Force's
Dave Tresmontan, who believes there is only

> one Superlab, He can’t prove it, but he says
there are plenty of indications. Even drug lubs
that have been secreted in legitimate institutions
like DuPont or the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
were sooner or later found. He makes note of
the uniform doses nationwide. And the low

rices unaffected by 20 years of economic

uctuations. “1 think if there were more sup-
pliers, there'd be more competition and the
price would Ructaate. That's the American way,
right? Someone’s got a stranglehold on it.”

Jerry Smith, the state narcotics agent whose
office engineered the multimillion dollar bust
in Berkeley and San Prancisco in late August,
won't quite buy into the Suﬁ:;lab theory. But
he does say, “There's somebody put there of
the caliber of Owsley or Sand.”

Smith is referring to two legendary chemists
from long ago, Angustus Owsley Staniey 111 and
Nicholas Sand. Owsley—as Stanley is always
called-—was the prototypical acid aichemist,
the man about whom it was said that he did
for LSD what Henry continued
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Ford did for the automobile. Nowadays
Owsley is reported to be living in Australia,
where he flad to escape what he fears i3 &
coming Ice Age in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. In the late *60s in San Francisco, he
met and trained another brilliant chemist,
Timothy Scully. Like Owsley, Scully was
eventually busted and did time. Now fie is a
legitimate and m&ecced businessman who
won a Junior C ber of C ce
Young Man of the Year award, albeit while
he was incarcerated in a federal pen.
In 1974 Scully was arrested at ﬁi?labom-
tory along with a parter, somebody whom
he had helped to irain, Nicholas' Sand.
Sand, like Scully, was convicted on several
counts. He was semtenced to 15 , but
in 1977 Sand jumped bail and ﬁ:':
fugitive. And a fugitive he has remained.
Nicky Sund was thin, intense, egotistical,

danng ond = fast talker. ’A Broo ki y:m_e. he.

optn a
—in Brooklyn it was a perfume company,
later in San Francisco a “custom research
firm”~~and when he was questioned ahout
those funny chemical smells he would sling
rolysy!hhic gobbledygook. Oh, we're work-
nﬁ on polynuclear-isomeric-hydrocarbén.
helix solutions. Few who asked ever both-
ered 10 listen closely to his rambling expla-
nations.
As a chemist, say le in both law
enforcement and the chemical under.
ground, he was ndt in a cliss with 5%

“or Scully. But he cared enough ¢d learn,

hiring a Case Western University chemist to
tutor him. He learned how to read and
understand chemical sbstracts in which ac-
ademic and clinical research results were
published, Throughout the early 1970s,
Sand was closely associated with an LSD
distribution network called the Brother-
hood of Eternal Love. Members of the
Brotherhood perfected a systems of acquir-
ing false identification to mask their moves.

In 1984, two investigative journalists from
the Times of London wrote a book about
the Brotherhood in which they described
Nick Sand as “the prohibition bootlegger
reincarnated . . . he sought nothing else in
life but 10 make chemicals and money. . . .
There are those who say that Sand to his
dying day will be working somewhere in &
laboratory.”

To which Gary E. Elfiott, the DEA agent
who arrested Sand, adds today, “He loved
to make dope, no question gbout thar 1
wouldnt doubt that Sand was still involved
in the manufacture of LSD. But I've got
nothin% to base that on except my knowl-
edge of the man going back 13 years and
the fact he's still a fugitive.”

Whether Sand or somebody he trained
has & hand in making the low-price, uni-
form ity LSD that s in circulation to-
day; the mystery chemist or chemists are
resourceful and creative. Not only have
evaded capture, but bz'nsenring their -
uct to changing tastes exercising quality
control, they may very well have created a
market in tune with the *80s. _

me a-

Zcrl(ov says he
personally knows ‘o
large number of
people who are
very crealive and
successful in Silicon
Valliey who are
using psychedelic
drugs to develop
analyses and
isomorphic solutions
to hardware and
software problems.’
He says he is talking
about perhaps 200
people spread
among a number of
different concerns.
Impossible fo say
just what it is about
Zarkov that makes
him seem truthful
but not wholly
reliable. His
attitude seems to
imply tha! he knows
something terribly
important that the
rest of us haven't
figured out, an
altitude that in the
'60s wus called '
heavy.

®
¢

and consultant

people say thet LSD never went

away but the media and even the
cops lost interest when flower power with-
ered and people on bad trips stopped jump-
ing out of windows.

never-been-away crowd isn't hard to
spot any day of the week along the mall in
Santa Cruz or Haight street: bikers, Dead-
heads, aging hippies.

Gracie and Zarkov {(not even dose to
their real names, but their chosen noms de
pharmaceutique) never stopped taking
drugs. They are psychedelic devotees who
live a secret life unknown to their col-
leagues at the investment and banking firms
where they earn six-figure salaries. They are

art of & network of like-minded psychedel-
rc Trekkies, the ones Ken Goffman of High

O WE RETURN TO THME QUESTION OF
Swha i taking sil this LSD. Same

' Fronriers calls Yumrnies,

Gracie and Zarkov would not tell me
their real names, nor where they lived, nor
their telephone number, 50 1 have no way
of checking what they sald about their
above-ground lives, Zarkov, 38, wore a
crenking new black leather suit; Gracie, 34,
was in a dominatrix black leather dress,
spike heels and black stockings. Zarkov is
tall, erect but loose-joiated, intense, com.
manding. He took his nom from a character

_in Flash Gordon.

*“I'm a princiEal partner in a prominent
investment banking hrm. Pm not talking

" about mergerny’and acquisitions, § mean cut-

ting-edge high-tech invesaments,” says Zarkov.
Gnrfcie is 8ls0 said to be a successful banker.

Before they went into banking, they say,
they ran a sex club in Chicago. Now, in
their spare time they collaborate on expeni-
encing exotic designer drugs and recount-
ing their experiences in a privately circulat-
ed newsietter. Recent titles have included
Gracie's Visible Language Contact Experi-
ence and A Righ Dose 2CB Trip. 2CB is a
designer drug said ‘to enhance telepathic
communication.

Zarkov says he personally kmows “a Jarge
number of people who are very creative
and successtul i Silicon Valley who are
using psychedelic drugs to develop analyses
and tsomorphic solutions to hardware and
software problems.” He says he is talking
about perhaps 200 people spread among a
number of different concerns.

Impossible to say just what it is about
Zarkov that makes him seem truthiul but not
wholly reliable. His attitude seems o imply
that he knows zomething terribly important
that the rest of us haven't figured out, an
attitude that in the "60s was called heavy.

Then there are people who tripped out in
the ‘60s and have since moved on to jobs,
families, responsibilities, only to find they
are once again curious about their unforget-
table LSD experiences.

“It had been {0 years since the last time ¥
tried i¢, 1977, and the last time before that
had been 10 years t06,” says Gregory (not his
real name). Gregory is n 40-ysar-old author
continued on page 14
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mnniez. has a toddler, and lives in
a nice home In Marin County. “A
friend had some and it came u
spontaneously, why not try it? See if
it still works?” Gregory smiles. "It
still does.”

What did he get out of his trip?
“Communion. A state where thers
are no distinctions, Where the
whole state k& God. It's definitel
spiritual in & way you wouldn't uﬂ
a martini spiritual, or » joint. You
know the world isn't the frighten-
ing, turbulent place it was when I
was young either. You'd drop scid,

"turn on the television, and there -.

was Detroit burming, Vietnam, draft

protests, men walking on the moon, '

the six-day war live and in color.
Just thinking about the world was
. enough to freak you out. The
world’s calmer now, and afier a

certain amount of experience over

the years I've scquired more self-
confidence. So I wasn't as likely to
" freak out; it was easier to just let go.

+ “Having checked it out sfter a -

10-year interval, I don't feel it's a
false god. I think there's n whoale lot
of truth in the LSD experience. 1
think #t's a good idea to take it once

tions. He is

.

s year and 11l probably do that™
Gregory is reasonably typical of
the ple in their 30s and 40s,
usually bright, educated people,
who have recently wanted to sce if
LSD was all they remembered &t to
be. I came across more of them
researching this story than I would
have thought. They are a minority

‘among those of their generation

and their social strata, but then of
course they were in 1967 too. LSD
has never been the majority’s
choice of drug, not even smong
dn\? hl:m gory his daugh

ould Gre, want his ter
to take LSD? ~yi" 7 -

“Yﬂ.” N

' When she was how old?

Gregory pauses and thinks. T
robably “couldn’t stop her much
onger than 16.”

Perhaps he's right and he
couldn’t stop her. If not, he would-
n‘t be slone. According to law-en-
foreement sgencles, a fot of mid-
dle-class young people are dropping
acid ngain, some of whom you
probably would not have guessed.
In 1984, the Ladies’ Homte Journal
reported that among its readers be-
tween the ages of 21 and 25, 11

AN A LN A, Yo
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middle.class
young people
are dropping
acid again. In
1984, the
Ladies’ Home

Journal
reported that 11
percent of its
readers

between the

ages of 21 and
25 had tried
acid.

“T

.

'

percent had tried acid; these worm-
en were between 4 and 9 years old
in 1970. Add to them “middie-cinss
kids fn Los Gatos and Sunnyvale,”
says & state nare. “Yuppie kids be-
tween 15 and 20 in San Jose,” adds
anather, Then there are some gays
who have discovered LSD enh

change arriving: “Let the word go
forth from this time and place, to
friend and foe alike, that the torch
has been passed (o a new genera-
tion of Americans.’ '
in the decade that followed, up-
heaval seemed commonplace: as-
ination, @ man walking on the

sexual experience. And 2 few thera
pists who find it helps some patients
open up. And toss in some invest-
ment bankers and Silicon Valley

.computer designers, if you are

ready to believe a grown man who
calls himself Zarkov.

. HER JUDGE DOUGLAS GINS-
bmi admitted he had
smoked marijuana, the
reaction put the nou-

velle acid phenomenon into a gen-
erational context. Newspapers and
news departments disgorged fes-
tures about Drug Use Then snd
Now. It began to scem that the 1988
election might resemble what hsp-
pened in 1960,

1960 was the last time & man in
bis 40s, John Kennedy, replaced a
man in his 70s, Dwight Eisenhower,
as president. In his inaugurat ad-
dress Kennedy gave notice of

,
ceo

y

moon, the inner cities burning,
drugs, the war in Vietnam. Oppor-
tunity often includes an element of
risk, and the ‘60s seemed 8 danger
ous ime.

Most of the candidates to succeed
President Reagan ere in their 40s or
early SOs, so the election of 1988
may bring the most dramatic gener-
ational shift of power since Kenne-
dy spoke for a generation, “born in
this century, temnpered by war, dis-
ciplined by » hard and bitter peace,
proud of our ancient heritage.”

Only a minority of the generation
sbout to assume power dropped
acid, just ss most of them didn't
fight in Vietnam. Bat they were all
affected by the times in which they
grew up. One of them may soon
replace & president old enough to
be his father, and {cad the country
toward the 1990s.

The increased interest in the ‘60s

PN

—its musie, its war, its styles—is

robably connected to that impend-
rng change. Whatever Is coming
may resemble the 1960s in terms

. of generstional evolution, but its

contenit and detail are certaln to
be very different. The increase in
L5D use after a decade’s hintus is
part of this snomaly: One way of
anticipating what's coming is to
look back at the last time some-
thing simitar happened.

Because its use stronply affects
the psyche and poses real risks, LSD
has always been the hippie macho
drug. You passed the acid test or
you didn't; you were on the bus or
you weren‘t, For a few people, tak-
ing LSD again now is a way of
checking out if they're still on the
bus. For younger people in their
teens and 20s, iU's mostly an experi.
ment, 2 way to see for themselves
what their parents, or @ teacher, or
& magazine srticle told them was a
pretty fantastic ride.

1f you want to draw » conclusion,
it's that what's past I always pres-
ent but the future is outtasight. K2

MIKE WEISS is a swaff writer for
West,
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