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Government Ruled
- Negligent in Death

From  Drug’ Tests -

NEW YORK (AP) - A jmlg'a rulod Tuesday tht
- tho government negligently caused and then cov-
-.ored up ita role in the death of » mentsl patient
given hallucinogenic drugs (o secret Army oxpen-
- ments during tha 1950s. She awarded the mnns
-+ €state more than £700,000 damages., -
.- = In & sharply worded, 106-page apinion, Us. Dll—
a1 triet Judge Constance Balm- Motlay detailed what -
- - bbe called & 20-year “conspiracy” by the Army, the
¢ Justice Depnrtu:wnt and the Naw York atats attor-
- mey generai’a office to concnul eventl mrround.lng
"' the death of Harcld Blaner.

Motley, awarding $702.044 to Blauer’s estata, aa!d
he died “na a guinea pig in sn experiment to tast
g.otonﬁal chemxc.al warfara agents for the U.S.

rmy.
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Blaer’s daughter, Elizabeth Barretr, who filed

tha wrongful death lawsuit ln 1976, ev&ntu.ﬂly
¢t §11 million from the govsmment.
S aaid the roling vindfeated “my 12-year atrug-

o” to prove ‘thare was gross, negligent behavior-

, the guvernment and lm employees and a eover-

ap

’ Bamtt uald sl:ua was “very, very u ' that
Individual officials were npt found st fault

The judge dismissed, on techpical grounds, legal

action againat Gen. William M. Creaay, former head

"of the Army Chemical Corps and the estate of the |

- late Dr. Amedeg 8. Marrazzi, project officer for the
experiments.
A six-member civil jury found that Dr. James P,
- Cattell, wha administered the drugs, and Dr. New-
ton Bigelow, former New York state commissioner
of Mantal Hygiene, did not commit frand in helping
obtain a waiver from Blager’s ex-wife.
“They continuse to have the ability to behave in
ways that wx-ul‘,-‘ ha considered illegal, unethical and

w.tnt.h .
'Whan Blaver died, he was scheduled to be re-

" Whils he kmew he

+ lesaer domape. He L2

{mmoral,"and becacse they ‘work for ths ‘govern-
ment, thay are not accountahln,” she said. ] think
that's the searjest Xa.rt of all.” .

. Asgigtant U8 Attorney Beth A Kuwan who
repmzntad the Tluvarnment, maid her office was
reviewing tha ruling and would have to eonanlt

Juatice Department and Army officials In Wulung-_

-nton before daciding whether to sppeal.
.«:- Blauer, 42, a tennis pro, died Jap. B, 1958, frem
one in a series of mescaline derivatives that he was

. given at tha New York State Pyschlamc Inatitnte,

md.mg' to tha ruling. .. -
The druga were ld.\:mmterud to Blnueru parta!
‘a classifled eontract that the state-rum inatitute
had with the Army Chemical Corpa for evaluating
t, the sffects of potentinl chemical warfare agents. .

Blaner was admitted voluntarily to the instituts .
in December 1962, suffering from severa doptmwn )

tollowing a divorer. He later was dlagnosed
. pmdtrneurotlc schh.oph.remc, hut waa mpcndmg

-lﬂ.ud i a mattm- of weaks,” Judge Motley wrota.
was receiving ar{mental
drugs, he “certainiy had no idea ha was belng vsed
in sn exp-anmont to develop c.hem.{c:ul warfare
“ageats,” she added. -
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Blaver waws given tha dr'ugs five times a;er a\

E;nd of weeks, but tha combination that killed

into a coma and djed about

two hours after his last Injection. .-<. «-...;

monlyheenndmmjamd once before-at a -

t
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When Blauer's ex-wifs, Amy, brought lLlltl

' against the state, neither she nor-her lawyars were

told about the oature of the axpe.nmenu or tha

" Army's involvement

Under pressure from the sta!.e Attnrn.-.y Gener—
al's office, Blaner's ex-wife reached an $18,000 out-
of-court aettlement with the stata and gave t:ip
right to sae the supplier of the experimental
which she did not know was the Army. Sha djed in
1974, & year hefore the truth waa digelosed.

Barrett, 48, of Maohattan, Blauer's eldest daugh-
ter, lsunched n series of suits a a.lzn.mat the govern-
ment as wali a3 nunterous feder nd stste employ-
ées.
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