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? More than a third of all
dfanford University undergrad-
dates may have used the ilicgal
Jug culled cestagy, necarding
t3 a student poll that was re-
peried yesterduy.

' The drug, which is widely pop-

Of cAmpuses RCrops the COUN. .

mmimlmufﬁluﬁorh!hll-

sdénts call 1 “yopply mgh""

r@urteﬂly curbs amxiety. The

has banved jr, &l
gh some psychiatrine have
Ised tt as & usetul ool in promot-
o jaight and self-awareness.

4 In a letter 1n the current issue
the NewEngiund Journa! of Med-
ac, Dr. Stephen Perotika, o Stan.

rg*rd neuroleglet. reported that 3

mrcem of 309 studentx interviewed
a rardem sarvey sadd they had
ad the drug at feast once, Some

sgd they had taken ..t X wnes or
more, but four to five times wus the
average use, the poll showed.

The survey was cotducted
aponymously urder Percutka's su.
pervision by two undersradtates
who mationed themseives on Stan-

(ord's White Phn o conduct their
interviews. y .' .

|j' from a Survev con-
(985 by Stanford's
Cowell Stnd { Health Center: In

that sampling, tallied feom 877 ve-"

sponses Lo m Written questionnajre,
only B percem of the smdenu snd

I u!lnt.s It \soneof
i ines that are known
on ke street 33 speed.

The comgound was banned by
the foderal Fébd and Drug Admlais-
tration in 198§ on the grounds that
it could be sddictive and caused
hra:n damagd 10 taboratory rasa.
The ban dreil;‘ fire trom solne psy-

chiatrists, and Dr, Lemn- Grm
spoon. a Harvard Uaiversity special-
ist in psychoacrtive compounds,-
sued 10 permus the drug to be used >
by physiclacs ja psychotherapy, A -
federal appeals eowrt la Baston ap-
held Grunspacn, but the FDA_ has
continved the han und-' Its emar.
geficy powers, pend!ug & Supreme:
Coyrt rullng: S . .
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fects o vimal anmhm“

Grinzpoon, who has tned the
drug himself, said recently that It
fnay prove to be “the [irst pharma-
cologic agont that acrually gives
patient the capacity for insight it
enhances posigve feelings of Jove |
and crest and seemss 1o facilitate v)e
retrieval of early memories
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Survey: Many tried ‘ecstacy’ drug

The Amooraied Precsa

- BOSTON — More thaa une-
third ol Stanford University stn-
dents admlited 1n 8 sarvay that
Lhey Save experimented with

“ecstany,” .an illegal drug that
€aused brain darmage in animals.
- Ip a letyer In today’s edifsan of
the New England Journal cf
Mediging, Br Stephen J. Perout-.
ka sald Myisurvey, caodnchcl in
Mey, décamented “exiensive
recreational use' of the apn-
called designer drug

The synthetic drug was
banned by the U.S. Food pond
Dryg admlaisiration two venrs
ago, Althongh ecstasy is tanue to
lab ant'rials. there is ne clesr ey

—

tdence that it cause3 harm in
pzople. However, experix are
unsure of its long-term effects.

In an interview, Perontka sald
use of the drug also appears to
be widecmpread at other Califor-
nis hooly

“Lagt year. it became the
thing to do on the West Coast at
partiea,”’ he Raid. “"We aimply
dox’t know what the drug does to
Iutan drajns, whether ther# arw -
transient or permanent effecty.”

Peroutka, a neurologist at
Stanford Med:ical School, sur-

veyed 369 undergraduates. !le '

fourd that 143, or 3% percent,
33id they had tried ecstasy. Om

average, they had used it about I

four tumes.
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