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A Crackdown on Ecstasy

roponents claim that il Jefivers a gen-

e two-te-Tour-houwr jonrmey (hat dis-
silves ainielies and leaves you relaxed
and emaotonally npen, withou( the had
trigs or addicuve problenss of olher psy-
choaciive drugs. The Drug Enforcenent
Administration siys MOOMA. wm Ecslagy as
il is koown on the sireed. & an un-
eontroled and rapidly spreading recre-
gtiomal drug that can cause
psychusic and possibly broin
dumape List week 1he DIa
banned Yostasy by labeling
Wil 2 ohe-year emergen-
¢y Schedule | conirolled-
substance classification
Thut histing ts reserved fin
drups hike heroin and 3503,
wiirch dave a lgh porengiagl
(or abuse

The 1M A acled beciiuse
lens of lhsainds of tab-
lets and vapsules of MDMA
arc baing sld on the sheet
cach manih. al 38 10 320 (or
a (00-mp duse The drug,
which seems particularly
ropalar with collepe siu-
Jents aud young profession-
aly, has spread from Califor-
nia. Tewas and Florida (o
about 20 other states, and its
use has been uecelerating in
the puad few months. Sad Juhn bawn
acting b A adainistrator. Al of the evi-
dence D14 hay recoived shows (hat MDMA
abuse has beconmie a natonwide problem
and that il poses a sericus health threat

Ecstazy was prohibied under the
Conlrolled Substances Act of 1984, which
aliows the DLA W ban 2 drug temporanly
when faced with a threat to public health.
1n Merch the han was used agains) Lhe so-
called svnthetic-heroin drug 3-niethylfen-
tanyl Axa result of MDMA s Llasdfication.
which whes cifect July 1. tuth manufac-
turers amd sellees of the drug would be
subjeet 10 fines of $125.000 and 15-yem
prison septences, Pussession wonild be a
misdemeanor.

A derivative of ol of sassafins or wil
of nutnieg. MDMA is known chentically
as J4-melhyiencdioxy methamyphetamine
and i3 not 2 acw drop. [ was synthesized
in 1914 by chemists who thaught misiak-
ealy thar a3 a relauve of amphietame n
might be un appeiie wppressant

Taduy a small but vouiferows group of
paychiarnsis, psychologists and scrcatists
conlend thal MDMA has enonmalns ther.i-
feutiv patential, Says James Nakalyr of
the Hurvard Medical Schuol. 1 1hiak 1he
DEAS decmon i3 pracipiiate 11 s dillicult
to make a ¢asc that this s o secious Uhreat
ta the nution's health o salely T hey
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The DI2A onutlaws the conrnry s latest pop drug

shuwdd waie ontll the escarch s in”

MOMA hosters gite vase histories 1o
argue that Evstasy e act us o eatabystin
therpy by neulralizing cnolicnal de-
fenses. MDMA Jits beva psod W0 Lociat pa-
ticots ranging from o painter wilh “art-
is’t block™ Lo abusad chifdren. “Tn the
proper Ireagmend seiling. it can lower

persons fear of eniomiul injury.” de-

DEA’s Halslip snnounces Ihe ban; Inset,
MDMA plila and pawdet with an 0J chaser

clares Santa Ie Psychiatrist George
Greer. who has ased MDhas with 75 pa-
tienis. “A persoa can think aboul things,
Latk about things that normally would be
wo (righlenmg (o deal with ™

In Mussachuselry, Diane Walson,
who was dying of cancer. ook the drug
under a docwd’s supervision because she
coudd nat bring becself 1@ discuss her
illaess with fiee Fumily, Saye she: "MDMA
vpened Up o great emoteni) sharing.™
in anather case. Kuthy Tamm of San
Feanesew, who suffered from severe at-
wohs of panic kg afwer eiog raped.
was able whide uaing 1estasy. W confront
her memwrnes of the assault, A3 Tamm
exphuned w her paychiatiisl. "Nol only

did MM enible me 10 recer my

sanity. 1l enabled me 16 fecover my sou| ™

Therapists «whoe endorse MMA say
that it docs not produce the high uf mari-
juana. (he rush uf cocaine or nmphe.-
urmines {speed} uf the hallucinations of
13D, Users, they say, develop a toler-
ance for the chemal and, dccording 1
sonic theramsts. do nol appear W beconye
adkdiclal.

Olhers are nt g0 sure Rowuald K. Sie-
gel 3 psychapharmacolegs at the ucra
Newropsychiatzic Institwe, beheves tha
reactions o MDMA are unpredictable ood
wl neacly so plowing as some therapisic

W Yy

muke eud. Inveluntary lecth clenching, bit
ing ol the inside of (he cheek
increased sweating. Wurned
vision and  Qucliidms r
Bouwd pressure have ixcurrco
during clinical sexsions, e
poinis out, Suys Siagel: " Peo
ple are \rying wo hard
make this drag inio 1he onr
“hat 181 way uk—a dry
thatt is sale and effed uve o
e be Oeely vned and dis
pensed MDDV i oot ™
DA Depty Administ
tor Gene Slaisiip says that re
scarch at the University o
Chicaign  hay  found  brai
damage resulting fiom a sin
gle dose ol YDA = hallucinu
gehic nutmes derivalive rc
laled ta Ecsiasy, the 1w
diugs “uce believed (0 aliee
the brain w a similar man
net,” Haislip suid. Federal of
ficials sy thad drug-treal
meam programt sfound Lhe councry haw
reporied *'psycholic episades” amon;
MDMA uscrs Even the drug’s inost ava
suppuriers concede Lhat there should b
somc mits on MDMA They hope La per
suade the Governmenl to place Ecstasy |
B Schedute 111 classificavon, joining re
slricted drugs like codeine Says Harvan
Psychiatrist Lesler Grinspaon “The lar
would stili have what i1 needs, but
wouldn't relntd the kind of revearch w
need.”

The HLA has promised W expedil
registrutiun proceduics so thal legitimil
rescarch inlo Lhe drug can continue
although therapists will ne longer &
allowed to give it to patients. Supporier
Of MUMA will be able 10 press thejr case »
a scries of heariogs beginning nexl wee
in Los Angeles.

Should they prevail, adhercnts woul
still have a problem. The formula (¢
MDMA is avadable v anyone and eannot b
reftented. Without the assurince of pro
its from exclusive producuon. no pharna:
ceulica] compxany is hkely W invest the ms
hons of dotlars i takes 1o test any drug {i
Government upprovil Notes San Franci
co Psychuatrist Jack Dowining, “Mbhma
an orphan that has nubady bidding lo be s
|arent * — gy Axssiasiz Toufarly Reporied

i Fatricia Delare y/ Washing 1on, wilh o ther burea,
i -
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