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Legalizing and Taxing the Drugs

he mailbag continues heavy
tince [ wrote that eircum-
) atances argue the legaliza-

lion of drugs combined
with massive public education. Rep.
Charles Rangel of New York en-
tered my last eolumn inta the Con-
greasiongl Record, introducing it
with a few paragraphs about the
extent to which ha opposes drugs:
and then passed slong the package
with a covering letter urging me to
rethink my conclusion in the mat-
ter. He writes “My Select Commit-
tee an Narcotiea Ahuse and Centrol
has heid many hearings on the sub-
jegt of drug nbuse and ways to
control iL. 1 assure you, our (indings
cleatly show that legalization is not
thu solution you geek..” But mei-
thar in his letter nor in his speech
on‘the fleor does Congressman Ran-
gel tell us what his committee has
accomplished.

Idon’t know when the first of Mr.
Rangel’s meetings wao held, but I
wager with confidence that between
thén and now, 8) drug consumption
hus incressed, b) drog-related erime
has Ineressed, and ¢) the prica of
driges has come down. en the

rice of illegal drugs comes down,

he market is telling you something
a4 plainspoken as the oacillations in
the price of an airplane tickat: com-
petition is setting the price. Whan
there |5 a reduction in the price of
strevet drugs, this means that oaur
mansive efforts to keep drugs out of
the conatry are failing. When, a few
¥ears pgo, we had all that telegenie
chemical destruction of the mari-
juana erop in Mexico, the marijua-
na ¢rop in ('_Jolomhial pm{nptly in-
creaded, part passu. It's {ike wage
and price cantrols,

":Not all my correspondents are in
pngress. One sits in Sing Sing, and
he writes with that declarative vig-
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think it over
..

or that ruts through much abfusea-
tion.

quote him exaetly;

"You are 100 percent correct
and the people who wrote to
vou saying that you are wrong

about legalizing druge have no con-
ceglion of what is going on in this
country because of drugs.

“_ 85 percent of the New York
prison population is black or
Hispanie.

“~ 75 percent of the entire popu-
lation in New York prisons and
prebably the whole country, are in
betause of drugs or drug-related.

“. The local junkie must steal
every day of the week, in order to
keep up his or her habit, they muat
ateal $1,000 n day or mere, in grder
to get $100 or $150.

"~ Every junkie helps young peo-

ple to atart using junk, or pi?ls, or

mary-jane, or something to get
them started, and the business es-

galates with new customers every
ay.

"_ Marijuana is no different than
aleahol. Exressive use will drive you
erazy or kill you.

Y- Cocaine Lz not addictive, rich
man's toy.

“~ All pills are dangerous.

"- Heroin is & killer and addie-
Live.

“. The price and profit of dope ia
80 high that honest people ga into
the busineas, who would never com-
mit a erime; they take the place of
those who get cavght.

“_ They say it takes $100,000 to
build vne cell.

“. They may it takes $40,000 to
hgusa one inmatas {for one year).

“- If you legalize all the drugs,
the prisons would be almost empty,
crime would be reduced by 75 per-
cent. Marijuana would be sald and
taxed hy the government, it would
produce millionz of dollars, to be
used conatructively.

“_ As you know all this, supply
and demand would kill the drug
trade.”

One need®t accept all the nagev-
erationg of tha snonymous prisoner.
But the ring pf truth is there. The
largest psychplugical obstacle re-
maina the public notion thst to le-
galize drugy is to pronounce bene-
diction on them

hia isn't an entirely be-
nightad idea. Aburt a gen-
eration ago, [nlapnd Reve-

nue collectors in Loundon
decided the time had eome to tax
the whores, and so estimates were
made out of their income, and tax
bills were sent gqut. These included
forme, and under “profesaion,” the
disconsviate girls would put dawn
auch things az “hostess,” or “com-
panion,” or “aurse” One girl wrote
down carefully, “prostituta.” A few
weeks Iater her cherk was returned.
Hia Majesty’s government was not
gaing o participate in the wages of
sin.

Something of that attitude car-
ries over into the notion of a tax on
drugs. But the paradox ia as easily

netrated aa the proposition that

use we permit the publication
of Ausiler magazine, we approve of
reading that vile journat - which,
by the way, we unhlushingly tax.
We nre overdue far hzrd thought on
this pained and divisive subject.
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