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“In the Nov. 18 issue ‘of B/MB, we re-
ported on the recent hearings in Washing-
ton on the proposed placement of the
substance MDMA in Schedule 1 by the
Drug Enforcement Administration. Attor-
ney Rick Cotton of Dewey & Ballentine, the
law firm representing researchers and clini-

' clans who want a milder scheduling, re-

» cently gave us' an excerpted transeript.

Two surprises of the hearings were the

. pro-MDMA testimony of a government
| witness and the seriousness of the adminis-
trative law judge, an employee of the DEA

-in maintaining his u:dependence a,,. L)

ti.l‘l..ﬁ“} John I]ocheﬂ}r, a pl]rt]l.'llh'lnt whn

imt the National Iostliute of Mental

""" ment employ 10 days before, testified:

"' “It is an interesting compound, one of
potentially great importance to the field,
that ought to be investigated within a
research framework.”

* "One of the important develupments
in the field [of psychotherapy] has been the
moving together of psychopharmacology
and psychotherapy and their combined use
to relieve psychiatric problems. A drug
that could particularly enhance the psycho-
therapeutic process is the next stage from a
scientific development point of view....
[MDMA] represents a drug that could have
an impact on the psychotherapeutic pro-
cess itself. . . . It points the field where i
:urught to be headed.”. ity R
e '"MDMA is an agent that offers the
possnb' ity uf mmrmg us into an I.In.dcrv
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MDMA ’trans&npt Judge cons:ders history’s view

' Health, was called as n wliness by the -

- DEA. Docherty, who had left govern- o 3 law Judge, challenged the DEA attor-

it il -
standing of some disturbance in inter-
personal processes, an important aspect of
psychiatric disorder not addressed specifi-
.cally with our drug treatment."

* "The anecdotal reports on the effect of
i, MDMA on what I would call attachment

" behavior, the degree to which two people |

i 7 was for many years chief of the Psy- e form some kind of & bonding between

43¢ thosoclal Treatment Research Branch *

them. .. is the aspect that may haw:

i psythull‘terapeutlc importance.'’

Francls Young, the ldmlnlntratlva

ney's posltion that he was precluded
.. by law from considering evidence that
. Scheduole I makes research difficult I:[
not Impossible. s

“You're saying OK, we're on this island
here, and this decision will be based only
on the factors stated in this very small
island, and a vast sea of reality that
surrounds us is not to be considered."’

When Young returned after a recess he
said: *'Ladies and gentlemen, just one
comment further. ... You know, it could
very well be that this matter of the diffi-
culty of researchers with Schedule [ sub-
stances 15 just the way it has to be and
ought to be. But 1 want (o be sntlsfied with
respect to that.

“"There was a time when all the Estﬂh-
lished wisdom and the best available scien-
tific knowledge said the world was flat, and

-macist's Perspective'’
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Mr. Columbus, you're out of your mind.
And there was a time when all the estab-

lished knowledge ‘said to Galileo that he

was out of his mind, 40

. * “You know, I just want o see fo It
that people do not look back at us a
hundred years or so down the road In

. the same way that we now look back at

the Holy Ingaisitlon In Spaln. ..."

Sometime next spring Young will make
his scheduling recommendation to the DEA
gdministrator, who is not bound by the
judge's findings. ‘

'-"-"-’:' -.. L i

"In “The S{:hcduling of MDMA: A Phar-
(Journal of Psycho- -
gctive Drugs 3: 167-171}, June Riedlinger
urged the study of the benefits of MDMA

. “with a possible specific use in depression
| and autism. .

“In light of ﬂ'l: fact that MDMA seems

" to constitute one of a new class of drugs,

[it] may warrant the creation of a whole

" new scheduling category."”

UPCOMING

Asllomar New Year's Retreat with Sun Bear, Joan
Halifax, Willis Harman, Al Huang Dec. 27-Jan. 1,
Monterey Const, Calil., (213) 823-9352, . , . Pregnancy
as Heallng workshop Jan, 24-16, Tuesonm, {602) J27-
3081, . .. Biecentrle Inatliute Peychothernpy Inienslve
Series Jan, 24-26, Los Angeles; Feb, 7-9, NYC; (201
5441103, ... Advanced Blo-Therapy Woekshop Jan.
19, Costa Mess, Calif,, (714) 955-2402.... Under-
planding Dresms film festival Jan, 11-12, San Fran-
elsco, (415} 771-8080. ... Introdoction Lo Feycho-
synthesls with Yivian King Jan. 25-26, Feb. 23,
Pasadens, Calll., (818) 441-4626. . . . Earth Ascending
pligrimage to Mayan Mexleo with Juﬂ Arguelles Dec,
28-Jan. 10, (415) 663-8318. ... Health Care Profes-
slonnl Delegatlon to Tibet, i.'.‘hlu focusing on "'body-
mind relationship in traditional medicine,” June, apply
by Jan. 1, (213) B29-6071. ... lualde Seeret Egypt
March 14-29, (714} 731-6938,

Fourth annual Los Angeles Whole Lile Expo Feb.,

v 7.0, Paasdens, exhibit information, (213) 395-7701. ...

s, Falling boulder _kills
Esalen’s Dick Price

. Dick Price, co-founder of Esalen Insti-

tutE was killed Nov. 24 by a falling buuldf:r

in a nearby Big Sur canyon. .

Price had failed to return from a hike mtu
the canyon to check on rising water levels,
an Esalen spokesman said. Although his
body was found partly in a creek, he died
instantly from a blow to the head.

Price, 55, had started the world-famous
institute with Michael Mucphy in 1962, He
played a major role in the operation and
programs of Esalen throughout its history,

Murphy described Price as *‘irreplace-
able™ and “'beloved by everyone around
here. This is a tremendous blow, His
vitality and vision played a great role in
Esalen’s success.”” He was a practitioner of
the techniques and processes offered at

Esalen, "'a learner who set an example for

everyone." Price is survived by his wife,
Christine, and a daughter, Jennifer.

\ 6, Pasadens and San Dlego, (B18) 794-1181. .. .
- Linksge Matlonal Conference with Bob Theobald Feb.

Educational Kineslology Conrses beginning Feb. 5 and
Actien

13-17, Tacson, (602) 299.2561. . . . Second Intermational
Congress on Paychlairy, Law and Ethles Feb. 16-21, Tel
Avly: Box 394, Tel Aviv 61003, {03) 650862, . . . A Stody
In Excellence, creatlve management symposium with
Hobert Schuller, Mary Kay Ash, others Jan, 15-17,
Garden Grove, Calll., (7i4) 9714133,
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