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._The Strange Saga of Ecstasy

- Will the DEA’s

Mow that it's illegal, Eec-
stasy—the huggy, talky drug
with the chemical call letters
MDMA—has pone under-
ground with other street
drugs. 5till, some people are
wondering what last year's
media frenzy over Ecstasy
was all about. "It's been
around for years,"” smips Mi-
: chael Musto, columnist for
The Village Voice. "It's passé.”
¢ A final decision on whether
to continue the July “emer-
gency rescheduling” of
MDMA as an lllegal drug will
be made in early 1986 by the
administrative-law judge of
the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA). But
according to San Francisco
psychiatrist and MDMA ex-
pert Jack Downing, “The ban
will continue until some cor-
poration undertakes the nec-
essary studies to prove
MDMA is nontoxic, And with
a generic nonpatented mate-
rial like this, the guestion
companies are asking is 'Can
we make a profit?'"
Much of the information
published about Eestasy dur-
ing its briel media heyday was just plain
wrong. For instance, United Press Inter-
national consistently labeled the drug a
hallucinogen. 1t's not, experts say, Neaws-
week called it an aplrodisiac, another du-
bious claim. “Frankly, when it hits me,
sex would be almost impossible, " reports

one studenl user.
Sole of the disagreement about the
! an be attributed to a
about the drug. The
aga's Charles Schuster
have studied ampheta-
mines for E]ghl years and have deler-
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ban on MDMA really put the Lfamps C-'ﬂ the Ecstasy entrepreneurs?

mined that MDA, which is
chemically similar to MDMA,
has caused brain damape in
lab mice. However, no similar
study has vet been conducted
on Ecstasy itsell.

It's ironic that one of
MDMA's most vocal sup-
porters may have done more
harm than good to the Ee-
stasy cause, Rick Doblin, a
student at the University of
South Florida, founded the
Earth Metabolic Design
Foundation—in effect an
MDMA lobby, Because
Doblin’s pre-ban lobbying
drew so much attention to the
otherwise unknown drug,
some Ecstasy advocates
blame his efforts at least part-
ly for the DEA rescheduling.

Faced with the pros
of spending 15 years in pris
on, some students who were
attracted to the deug when it
was legal have since stopped
using it. pensive and
scarce now,” says one Rice
University computer-science
student. Downing, however,
claims just the opposite.
"Since MDMA was banned, it
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has been more widely used, because peo-
ple have heard about the beneficial experi-
ence that can be

But unless the
of heart in 1986, last July's Ecstasy ban is
likely to stay inlact.

tained from it
135 a major change

—ferome Weeks
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less, the drug will also de-;
! plete their bank accounts—a
six-week supply costs $150, And.
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