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]ﬁdge Waﬁté Ecstasy OK"& fqr

By William J. Chn}rke :-:-.__-

Washington Bureau of The News- -~ -
WASHINGTON — An administra-

tive law judge has recommended

that the controversial drug MDMA, "
popularly known as Ecstasy, be

dropped from the Drug Enforce
ment Administration's most restric-

tive list so that it may be used Inr d

medical purposes. 7.

The 67-page decision by Fm.m:;s_

L. Young, an sdministrative law
judge for the agency, recommends
that Ecstasy be treated as a routine
prescription preparation, similar to
s0me barbiturates and asmpheta
mines. Under statutory powers,
agency Administrator Joho C. Lawn
declared an emergency federal ban
on Ecstasy on July 1 and placed the
drug io the Schedule I category,

_ which includes drugs such as he-

roin and marijuana. °
" Lawn hes the final decision on
whether to accept Young's recom-

‘mendation. Although he has no

timetable to make a decision, he is

.expected to rule by June 30, the

date pn which the one-year emer-
gency ban expires. .. .. -
Spokesman .David Hoover said
the agency had no comment on the
Jjudge's recommendation. "~ = " "7

ings around the nation ‘begmmng

last June, ssserted that the evi--

dence shows that the drug shounld
be classified in Schednle IT. Drugs
in this category have a “currently -

accepted medical use” and a “mod-

erate or low phymr:al dependence
qua_'[ﬂ-_r‘r S L Ca
Ecstasy and uther drngs on the .

most restrictive list are categorized -
a5 having no currently accepted

medical nuse a5 well as a “high po-
tential for abuse." But Young found
that Ecstasy, which can be pro-
duced iz home laboratories, had
been successfully “utilized by some
psychiatrists as an uc[]unnt to pS}'
chotherapy.”

Patented in 1_91{ by a German
rharmaceutical firm, Ecstasy was
marketed initially as an appetite
suppressant. Psychiatrists have
claimed that it is useful in the treat-

ment of autistic children, schizo-
phrenics, drug and alcohel abosers
and victims of post-traumatic shock

- If upheld, the ruling would also
lower the penalties for trafficking
in Ecstasy, which like other Sched-
ule I drugs carries a prison sen-
tence of up to 20 years and & fine of
up to 5250,000. Those arrested for
trafficking Schedule I drugs face a

_sentence of up to five years in-
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prison and a fine of up to ssn,uuu.
Possession of any illegal drug un-
der federal law carries & maximum ’
-une—yea: Jail sentence B.'Dﬂ a 55,000
fine, -_'._', wr s ek ‘Hr-'.‘--
It ::uu]d also affec: un ‘current
criminal case in federsl court in

- Dallas and huw the DEA rategnrlzes j

illegal drugs. = .i=- "I
Seven days after En:s'ta@ sales
were barred last July, Terry Wilson
Caudle, 23, of Sulphur, Okla., and
James Frank Perdue, 46, of Dallas
became the first people in the coun-
try arrested on Ecstasy charges af-’
ter an undercover agent received
750 tablets in a North Dallas park-
ng lot. Perdue accepted & plea bar-
gain, but Caudle is challenging the
constitutionality of the emergency .
ban and U.S. District Judge Jerry
Buchmeyer delayed a ruling untl *
after Young's recommendation.: 3

medlcal _use

-FD4, should be the puiding factor

'_.-. % i

nﬁc commu_u:ry, mmer than the

in a decision whether a drug is of -
“accepted medical use™ — an im: |

 portant factor in how the Dritg En- |

forcement ﬁdmlmsn-al:lnn categu- L
rizes drugs,

- “This recnmmendahun wnu!d gr:-
a lung way toward defining several -
terms in the Controlled Substances
&ct,” said Robert Angarola, a Wash-
ington attorney representing two
drug laboratories that were part of
the proceedings. "It gives I:he DEA- -
more latitude,” "~ T T

In his opinion, Yuung smjri that
Lawn followed the law correctly in
first barring Ecstasy last July and
observed that the administrator's
action reflected a view “based on__
evidence then awulable m ﬂm
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Moreover, the opinion by, Ynu.i:,;,r B

represents the first ime that an ad-*

ministrative law judge has said a | =

drug should be placed in'a category
less than the most restrictive if it
has not been approved for market-
ing by the federal Fuud and Drug
Adrn.mlsn'an-::-n. ; ‘, = O
In & potential victory far d.rng
cnmp&me-.';, Young said that' the
judgment of the medical and scien-
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