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South Africé Cops Nab

out being charged. Those over 13 -
the police are taking their particu-
und they will be released to
thelr parenta™ 2. oo o o Foeri
Police hendquarters said Priday
night that all but six of the 542
black children picked vp Friday had
339 detained on
Tharsday also were lot go withoat

Headquarters said the people
Jdlied ;&d wounded were in crowds
of hlacks who threw stones at riot
patrols in Aliwal H@aﬂb, & remote
town of the eastern Cape prov

Police ul.lird the officers used ahot-

By JAMES F, SMITH
Amsocisied Pross Wirites

JOHANNESEURG, South Afriea
- Police fired shotguns at black
rivters in Cape province Friday,
killing six and wounding 20, and
arrested pearly 900 children for

ngmr:iﬁ the l:hiiidl.‘ru ﬂru only 6

ar T years old. Bishop Desmond
Tutu negotiated for their Ireedom,
then uped a bollhorn to tell hun-
dreds of worried parents ootside a
police station: “All those under 13

lars and they

besn released

and

4 5

guns znd rubber bullets in the sec-
ond day of turmoil there. More than
600 people have been killed, nearly
all of them black, in & year of
rioting against white rule. -
Anthorities confirmed the arresta
of five lesding opponents of apac-
thaid from the Durban area, but did
not confirm rts that seven oth-
ers were picked up in Cape Town,

The five arrested, all members of
the United Democratic Front anti-
apartheid coalition, were identified
a8 Dr. Farouk Meer, Billy Nair and
Yunus Mohamed, who are elassified
as Asiars, and blacks Noziswe Mad-

ince.

lala and Themba Nxumala,

Police Brig. Jan Costzer said the
childr: in Soweto were arrestod
for violating rubes against loitering
outaide ::h;inl; qnddfmmuf
[ Fial AEY- Ba1 B 1]
l:r:tat!end’q::nildm under 10, and had
ordered that it not be done again.

1 was playing with the ball in-
pide the schoolyard, and the ball
went out into the strest. ] went to
get the ball and they took me
away,” gaid an 1l-year-old boy who
was {reed after the intercession by
Tutu, the black Anglican bishop of

Vickers

Suspended

Sowetn, the black city of 1.5 million
outside Johannesburg that has been
& center of black activism in the

Hundreds of Kids in School Boycott -
P P

whoe won the 1984 lege to South Africa’s 5§ million
whites and denies rights to its 4
million blacks, .

He had been quoted an saying on
Thursday: “We are eracking down.
We are going to bring the schools
;ﬁ?ﬁm in Soweto back to nor-

The government aa i
students h&mm_umhn t]ﬂ:ﬁm!r:i
m;.nd ?l;hﬁtmfi“ aoq the
Army uai i

i i ve pccapied

Coetzes is in churge of police in

rising against apartheid, the st
race laws that guarantees privi-

"
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- Indictment

“. Vickers be immediately sos

By ED GEORGE
and TOM TRYON
Bauff Writers

Manatee County Commissioner
Vernon Vickers was suspended
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He Has a Drugi

A et

By BILL WISSER

ick Doblin wants to change people’s ide-
as about drugs.
make a place l'!or
experience - a lega
caIF:E take MDMP.,I?

ptle call MDMA

it dangerous.

m?‘]l:acnd]ezata is i!:-nrﬂ:ah:iﬂ:l:ent of the 1960s and the
LSD, but it is also different.

In the '60s, it was Dr. Timothy Leary, & flamboy-
ant Harvard professor turned

ture i
drug cult, e e lin, & Sl-year-old sometime

Some

fight over

peams to
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He wants society to
the psychedelic drug
| place where people

n Mind
A Man From Sarasota
Is the Guru of MDMA

— Alias ‘Ecstasy’
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Vickers is th conspiracy | iy Doblin poses befora tie-dved African cloth, which provides convenient ‘psychedelic’ aura. feat b

otent mind drug.
stasy.” The govern-

“high priest” of 2
d national attention. Now, it

ble lahoratory,
i He now wants the government to
ore thoroughly.

h testing, the drug gets a clean
in and some of his allies want to
pduce the drug and

age, :
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1f, after thorou
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istri it at for-profit clinica under the

legally distribute it a ll:;erupiatu.

in financed a scientific study by a reput-
i o ﬂnwﬁch gaid it found no brain dam-

study the

building contractor and New College student from
Sarasota who is becoming a central figure. s
At its core, Doblin's message is essentia h:,r
game as Leary’s, and it is controversial: Bot m!;r;
say psychedelic drugs are powerfully good wa};::;:, L
help people get in touch with their feelings, b
down barriers of communication and experience

ision of doctors and t )
suﬂff;‘hﬁﬁ: I[:rr:ﬂ.lm name is a t_onguﬂ-twmter:ngﬁ
methylenedioxymethamphetamine. Before Mi
was made illegal, dpn chgtﬂe;zpls;s :hl?hl;aae:l it ]utr;
i i e dru ;
e haalia:b“leﬂcataay," often written

itin
more exciting have been preferrﬂ‘d by people who

“XTC," seems Lo

en exquisite, insights. .,
prEfPual:ﬁ;a l;;nuld be educated,” Doblin says, "to use

drugs wisely."
The gov

j h
ment banned MDMA just last mont
on the hoiﬁ:r“dehated grounds that it may possibly

Doblin's clai
from those made by Leary 20 years ago for

with which scientists had been quietly experiment-
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Sarasota Man Is the Guru of Dru

Continued from 14

ing for decades. After being kicked out of Harvard,
Leary barnstormed the country with a pioneering light
show and a pro-LSD lecture. When a worried Congress
conducted hearings in 1966 on whether to make L3D

illegal, Loary testified unsuecessfully on behalf of legal
LSD therapy.

Doblin's style, however, is less outrageously theatri-
cal than Leary's: The Sarasotan has no light shows, no
flowing robes and oo anti-establishment ealls for
youth to “turn en, tune in and drop out.”

An amiable, low-key type who drives both & Porsche
convertible and a beat-up pickup truck, Deblin em-
phasizes that he wants to work within the system.

Tet, despite, or maybe becavse of, his affable style,
he has emerged s the dominant media personality -
some might say salesman - in & loose-kniy group of
doctors, peychotherapists, university professors and
others who say the government ban on MDMA must be
re-thought and relaxed, if not removed.

Many of those arguing for MDMA, however, don't
necessarily want Doblin's help, An oxample is Richard
Cotten, the a.mmﬁ)' for researchers who asked the
DEA to relax its MDOMA ban. Cotton insists that he
has no connection with Doblin's projects, though Dab-
lin listed Cotten as a proposed recipient of stock in an
HDH:‘rhmueut.iml company and says he had
disen the matter with Cotton. Doblin says, “1 had
caused others to feel threatened by talking to the

presa

For the soft-spoken, but hard-deiving Doblin, the
MDMA canuse - including the lobbying, the public
reiations and the fund-raising - has become the con-
tral focus of his life. It's his biggest effort since he
built and sold six lunary homes in Sarasota, back when
be dropped out of co and started a comtracting
business with a $150,000 inheritancefrom his factory-
owning grandfather.

“We hope this won't interfere with hia studies,” says
Doblin's father, physician Morton Doblin, who heads
The Care Unit, a drug-abuse treatment center at
Skokie Valley Hospital near Chicago. “But we are

, suppartive Lo the extent that e wants to find sat the
trath about this substance ™

The controvery over Ecatasy involves serious ques-
tions about the validity of the government's elaim that
the drug causes brain damage.

As evidence, the U8, Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration cites & government-sponsored University of
Chicago that “strongly suggests,” but does not
prove, that high doses of MDA - a drug similar, but
aot identieal, to MDMA - caused some brain damage
in laboratory rata. .

The government admits that it has no study, at least

mot yet, showing any brain damage from MDMA. But |

because MDA and MDMA are chemically similiar, the
Rovernment says, it doecan’s want to take any chances
ﬁnli.m}l exercisiog a healthy castion by banning

The government's case is flimsy, Doblin and his

allies charge.,

The Earth Metabolic ign Foundation has fi-
oaneed & $10,000 animal stedy in which researchers at
Intox Laboratories in Redfield, Ark, said they gave

enarmous doses of MDMA to rats - and, using four

-
(54
B

difforent tests, found no brain damage.
Dablin says that the foundation essentially consists
of three people - two of whom are in California and

. are not too active. He is the third. He savs that the

foundation's funds are deposited in a Sarasots account
under his control. A

Scientists on both sides of the debate sxpress respect
for each ather, but the only thing they seem to BgTER
on is that more research is nesded. S0 now, the
wovernment is testing MDMA (not its chemical cousin,
MDA} on rats, while Doblin, declaring that he wants
to “replace fears with facts,” has hi::g the University
of Arkansss to do an even more sweeping BE0,000
animal study.

Doblin spends hours writing letters to millionaires.
The Apple mmﬂlur on his desk holds the names of
401 people who have given to his foundation. Some had
lqm;’!:ml experiences and gave tax-deductible dona-
tions as Jarge- s $10,000, Doblin says. Before it was
made illegal, Doblin distributed MDMA. But never for
money, he adds.

“1 always gave it away, Lots of times, [ requested
written reports. That was the basic exchange.”

Doblin, who gays he has used the drug 20 times, is
trying to raise money for & new, for-profit pharmacen-
tical company. It would conduet MDMA research and,
if it can convines the government of the drug's accep-
tability, the company would mass-produce the stuff for
public distribution at company-owned elinica.

"Return on investment eould be very significant in
the long term,” Doblin says.

He says that backers have pledged $150,000 of the
$250,000 that he needs to pay for more animal stndies,
eonferences and a stock offering.

Sarasota Falms Hospital may conduct MDMA re-
search, if the government permits. Afver talking with
Deblia, Dr. Steven Targum, the hospital's medical
director, said, “MDMA potentially is a therapeutic
tool. If it proves safe in animal teats, pechaps we can
got involved in examining the Enh,ymcaJ. peychological
and pharmacslogical effects in himans.”

Whether the work is done at Palma or not, Targum
said, “it's critical that we view it in & balanced way
and insist the research be done,™

o Gcﬂmlﬂﬂlﬁ:thhbkd mﬁﬁﬁnwﬁrldu}:zhh

tion year to A in

other countries. He failed, but did get a commit-

tee of the organization to say it found MDMA

“intriguing” and favored further research of

“this interesting substance.” Last month, in Kansas

City, Doblin presented results of his foundation’s first

animal study to DEA scientists attending a fedaral

hearing on whether the 1.5, ban on MDMA should
continue.

Doblin wanta the ban lifted and drugs like MDMA
made easily available to those he describes as seekers
of sell-knowledge, heightened communication ar tran-
scendental experience - those who would be trained in
what Doblin considers the proper and safe ose of
paychedelics,

"l don't think people should be put im jail (for
posession| just because they don't happen to be doe-
tors,” he says i

But he said he realizes that his do-your-own-thing
attitude is too liberal for the government or the public

to aceept now. In fact, it's too liberal for many of his
medical and academic allies. Even those who privataly
agree are unwilling to say so in public.

So, for now, in is working not to abolish govern-
ment regulation of MDMA, but only to lighten it. Even
8o, his enthusiastic efforts must send shudders
through those who feel the drug is dangerous.

MDMA “seems to produce psyehotic reactions in
certain tyﬁu of people.” DEA deputy assistant diree-
tor Gene Haialip says. To substantiate that claim, the
DEA points to eight smergency room mentions of the
drug during four years. By comparison, alechol was
mentioned 21,701 times in just one vear at the same
T4l emergency rooms whoss records the Kovernment
surveyed.

Two deaths invalving MDMA are known, the DEA
and Doblin say. One iovolved a heart attack; the other,
epilepsy. No one knows how much MDMA has been
consumed in the US, but Doblin asid he estimates,

based on tatks with underground chemists and distrib- .

utors, 1.5 million doses in 10
gives no total estimate, bat
G000 doses,

MDMA was developed and patented in 1914 by the
Merck phmmuﬂual company inthﬁem. appar-
ently as an appetite suppressant, tho e is no
m'lﬂune that Merck ever marketed il?Tlm drug sur-

years, The government
#ays it has confiscated

‘People should be educated
to use drugs wisely.’
« . Rick Doblin

fared in this wwnl:?- around 1970 as a | paychedel-
It or “mind-manifesting” drug. The DEA moticed
MDMA then, but didn't move to ban it until lust year,

Citing increased “strest use” the DEA began a
public hearing process to ban the substanee, The
number of doctors, peyehotherapists and univeraity
researchers who came forward to protest the proposed
ban “surprised” the DEA, Haislip aaid. This year, the
DEA invoked its emergency powers and unilaterally
E;-nmd the drug before the hearings eonld be complet-

a8 leaflets IF;DBII'ﬂ Iﬁu:m advertising
" a3 “a party drug,” selling for $10 to 530 2
dose, the DEA classified it as a Schedule I controlled
substance, right up there with heroin. Schedule I is for
drugs that have ao currentiy accepted medical use, can
tause ieal or psychologicsl dependence, and have
high abuse patential. Posseasion is punishable by up to
five years in prison.

The emergency ban is only temporary. To make it
stick, the government still has to make its case before
& federal administrative judge, who will decide
whether to make the ban permanent.

The hearings, now in recess, feature o legal debate
over what is an “accepted medical use ™

3 Even

. ence” involving himself and

g Called ‘Ecstasy’

The government says there is ng sceepted use unleas
& drug has been tested and accepted by the Food and
Drug Administration, Doctors and researchers who
have been using MDMA legally - and, they elaim,
sueceasfully - in their work for as long as 15 VEeLrs say
that it is up to the medieal profession, not the govern-
ment, to decide what is accepted medical practice,

What Doblin and the drug's other nents ask is
that MDMA be placed in Schedule IT : druge that have
an secepted medical use and somewhat lower potentinl
for addiction and abuse. A mumber of prescription diet
drugs and barbituates are now in Schedule IIL

hile the doctors and lawyers argue the
intricate modical-legal questions in the
broader eourt of public opinion, some
advocates are eheerfully promoting the

. drug as an aphrodisiac, 1
L_unr_.tormmau,didmm:urdlmngemt
notion in an article be wrote in last month's Chic

m B
emdmplr_tmtg!niul aphrodisiacs. The
extraordinary sensuality of the experience is general-
ized over the body. At the height of the session,
caressing is the standard mode of communieation, and
:Imr.irrth:u or four hoars, sexual relations may be in
order.” *

Leary went on to describe “a typical XTC experi-
G ; his wife, Barbara. “Chur
bodies were glowing,” he wrote.

While the Food and Drog Administration was nat
quite so incandescent, it did report that MDMA pro-
duces “s heightening of mood and an increase in
acoustic, visual and tactile pereeption.” ]

Some unpleasant side effects also have been report-
e drug causes a tightening of the jaw in some

" people. For many, it is hardly noticeable, bat it is =0

acute for others that they pat rolied-up rags in their
mouths Lu_kuﬁnt}mr jaws open.

Nansea is aiso reparted by some of the drug’s users.
Mone ﬂ%&mqu the I.-n'?-. He wmu'h that the
DAUSER passes quickiy. u hes
GUMFWMMNJH‘:E{ . g

Leary and Doblin met last year at a convention of
rﬂ'ﬁ.“’m The veteran wﬂztdalin guru gave Dobe
in his blessing and a bit of fatherly advies. Doblin
recalls him saying, “Rick, et your hair.” *

'?hmuh Doblin's loeks are still longish, his soft-sell,
let's-work-within-the-system tack ssems more in tune
with the -times than Leary's sensational rock-"em,
sock-"em countercultural sehtick. -

Yet, like Leary, Doblin has become “a good inter-
view,” that is, a quotable expert to whom the medis
turn again and agaia. In fact. he may be on the vergs
of celebrity, Doblin has been qaoted in The Washing-
ton Fost, Newsweek, and New York Magnrine and
m?ﬂlf.d m_I.d';lngzuilr_ *a

n Lhe soari .0} cedar and granite home that
Doblin duign_:j_u:l built for himseelf in Sarasota, his
phone ringing A writer from England
wants {o do an article; 2 talk-show producer from
Fhiladelphin wants him o fly up to do a show, -

“Good and bad is not in the drug.” he says to onp

_reporter. “It's how you use it I'm against drog abuse

I'm pro-medicine.”
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