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. Bovernment says MDMA, which sells for $8 to ;
a dose nationally, 1s a highly dangerous substance relat
to another popular and now. illegal drug, MDA.
Properties of the two drugs are similar and the ..
government contends that MDMA could, like-its cousis
cause brain damage. The Drug Enforcement Administ:
tion says there have been eight emergency-robm -

; j [ ;‘gggtinns and twodeaths associated with MDMA since
k-5

One of the deaths occurred in Seattle. According t«
.| Bill Haglund, chief investigator for the King County

.. | Medical Examiner, a 23-year-old man, LeRoy Douglas
o | Miller, died from what the state tuximé%gy.lab analyzt
2% | as an overdose of MDMA on July 20, 1979."" -

- 1f MDMA is causing widespread problems here
today, however, local officials don’t know it. At the
Seattle Drug Enforcement Administration office, there
was only one report of the drug being in-state. The
Seattle Police Department’s narcotics division had
barely heard of MDMA. Several local drug-abuse
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} Sromyaniod. & sat About.eey heart epoasgy up, fe Lt petate
d  ;siconnection, & 'unloa with lile, a feeling of love. And then in my
.y mind It m.ujflm:fdmppad to that place that was beneath
i '.ﬂ [.ﬂmﬂﬁm.f 4\ - L - 5-1 o ‘;f- L. o
t : : o3 i . . — David, 32, commenting on his

| Is it "L'SD withiout firéworks! ,

";or-4 dangerous addiction?
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experience wifh the drug MDMA,
eyze [ ‘Seatlle Times .
@ . g lthough it's been around since 1914, most medical - . -
A experts know little more about the drdg than its
name: 3-,4-methylenedioxymethamphé{gine:* ..
+ - -But that's of little concern to the rapidly growing
— number of people in Seattle and elsewhere around the
**tountry who have quietly been experimenting with what
they fondly refer to as MDMA, Ecstasy, Adam, . ;
~ Decadence or Love Pation No. 9.' & 'n v LTl
3%+ Cancer patients report the psychedelic drug with -
, amphetamine properties is of benefit in helping them let
- *go of the fear of dying. Some psychotherapists say it
~ ‘enables patients to put behind them chronic fears and
“inhibitions. Artists, corporate executives, doctors and
* others who have-tried the drug say it opens them up
. . emotionally to a life-transforming experience with
', lasting positive benefits. - ° TrUTLTEL W
% _ "It's the consummate yuppie drug, said Dr. Norman
: Zinberg, professor of psychiatry at Harvard Medical
i School who has interviewed scores of people. who tried -
LMDMA. *It's a very tame psychedelic’ that doesn’t = -
_,Appear to cause serious negative reactions'or be -
“addictive, he said. P 5 .- S
. o IU's what LSD was supposed to be, but wasn't. It's
' LSD without the fireworks,” said Susan, 31, a Seattle °~
- artist who took the drug 20 times. '2.* «* ..
* Whatever it.is, the federal Drug Enforcement -
Administration doesn't like it. Although most Americans
probable still haven’t heard of the drug, the DEA has be-
tome alarmed by a phenomenal rise in its use in recent
“years. 1f cites as evidence the fact that the drug has = _
.- turned up in at least 13 states. One 1’7 LA drug expert es-_
“timates that distribution has in~ from 10,00" doses:
in all of 1976 to 20.000 hits.a month in 1485, Federes wific
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: ayar o A5 Wf anything, it-wil) imcrease inter- - users of amphetamines or cocaine,
ontinued fromB Y =il .t in the drug” ¥ -+~ “lkely to develop a paranoid '

hves : ; Although . Zinberg . doubts tne. schizophrenic state,"” '
rogriin. erapeutic \'rali.he-,ﬁ MDMA, he Al 1 i

ik 41 ) ]gs a government ban will do to Songe i::mgluals who have |,
mt;mummu most_ JADMA what it did to LSD 15 years ;']‘P"”"‘e“‘ with the drug con- |,
I mw cases, fn. the' ko, when experts were Just begin-~ I'M that they do experience naw-,
ity, hasa't had any reposty of €fng to find that the drug- might S°@ Swealy palmsand a tightening '
roblams with MDMA. - - -5 « . [ave value in work with terminally of the jaw. But they say those 1

Today, MDMA is legal. But two # individuals. reactions are minimal compared

‘aols ago, as national media® ¢ "The drug got so notorlous, (o the drug’s benefits: pleasant '
wention (USA Today, Newstreek, ! "',‘Eh .was virtually aban- physical sensalions and a sense of '
h*;am E‘b mmmvdﬂ: o ;g-waigr%m oo ity €258 Within themselves, with_ '
rs ] 2 - ¥ g
)g & Crescendo, the Drug arce- jhd educators have hired a high- friends and relatives and the wora

Administration -mta:d d.r:“ gﬂeﬂ w&.ﬂ Street El:w firm to In general..

order -makin . ijhalle Drug Enforcement i ;

mnr Jume AL . miniE?raliﬁn'a action. Richard _ In Interviews with several peg-
aught with. the substancg-.pfter Ibtion, » theig Washington, - D.C.  ‘ple in Seattle who took the drug ~
1t will face a §125,000 fine pnd 15 fAwyer)'sakt his clients “support  all of whom’ would talk only on
earsim Jafl, - - .- .%Yq - " GEA'S efforis to.make street use’  condition that they not be identi-

MDMA will “be in the “kame
‘assification -=Schedule 1" — as
SD and heroin, which are consid-
/ed 0 have po medicinal value
nd 8 high potential -for abuse,
oday n Los An the DEA
gins laking ic testimony on
s plan (o ban the drug permanent-
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' ‘pthatevidcencecDEA1am
sceived shows that MDMA abuse
us becoma a nationwide pm
nd thet. it gomes B serioum
nrul,“‘f_.t;m:i Lawn,-acting
.inﬂnhitllm:“ﬁr the .a g:nc_}"t, said
oy t BN
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_ it - and
me rationally, ent .
i e
sychiatry, sy :
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“Scheduls_ 1 Is the dack hole of
inical research,” said Dr. David
nith, medical director of the
ni,ghl-Ash Free Medical Clin-
im San Francisco. Although
nith figures his clinic seey more
isey of. MDMA drug abuse than
Yy other In tha

»posed to the Drug Enforcement
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ressure. - ;
Smith said & (A3_therg- |1 - 4 Tests done years ags and inltial! for, the first tl;n]e nh;':::. i wefhu
‘sll believe MDMA) %b;ﬂ: reports from street users suggest 280 said he feit e ha“‘g- 4 u;ngr ;
alue in Ireatinﬁ]‘-‘ﬂ ts, | that the drug Is “extremely taxic,”; 18 1% hours, but ‘that g yi o
ould be available by, prescripadl giecel gaid, although those who he was overtaken by a “sense of
. 1t won't be under the DEA'S [} o onc0 the federal agency's action Teal serenity. I just felt very. at|

MDMA does not present a
ajor abuse problem compared to

er drugs, said Smith, who ques,

how muchefféct thie agen-

-

's action would have cn prevent- :

street abuse,

country - about |:
ur a month s he's nevertheless |

“"and recreational ‘use of MDMA fied — none expressed any concem
i~ fllegal, but they bave been urging (gnout freaking out, or losing con-
‘the DEA to schedule MDMA in 8 . on the drug. None recounted
.~ way that will facilitate medical .0 ying of frightening visual hallu-

ot e v eifort has had with LSD. Most gaid they felt |

ying eff
“thrown ‘“the Dr?.l';bx Enforcement the drug had been g gentle but,
" . Adminigtration for something of a ﬁedut .catalyst for meaningful
i LEs s .change, " - : i
Howard, Md'.‘.lal,li.' chief.«ol its “It's a learning drug. It's good |
"drugcontrol  section, said, “we for people inclined to be sensitive
,.werg surprised (o find that there gbout how they are living their-
. Werg le Clﬂh’l‘lll'ls it-has lhEl'_I" lives and who desire to improve
- peutic utility.” But;McClain said ., quality of their lives,” said:
‘that. doesn't change the agency's ;.. 3 g designer and builder who
postion. .+ e 1T S g tried the drug three times. It |
**' Dr. Ronsld K. Slegel, a UCLA allows me to be much morg
{ “psychopharmacologist who * sup- compassionate with other people
- ports the federal mction, says il and myself. It really enhancesia
DMA really does have therapeu- kind of communication and leaves
tic ;l'ﬂll.le. ;-il is tbﬂvg‘lﬂ_.m ilmpm;ljanl. II]E-EI'N"C‘ open for love (o prow,
to leave it to cavalier investiga- . °, 1
tlon. It has to be studied serimg?y It isn't something that wears off
and in & controlled way. It is when the drug is (inished, ‘
purely an entertalnment drug right , “It's the ultimate lie detector,
now.” - of sorts,” sald a S0-year-old corpo-
Siegel believes the drug hasg no rate executive, with a doctarate,
therapeutic value and that it can who.works in the scientific com-
cause users, af a minimum, dis- mynity, "It forces you to conlront
-, comfort such as nauses, jaw pam, yourself with your own hypocyis-
blurred vision, bulging eyes, dehy jeg in a non-bullying fashion.”
dration and an increase In Nﬂﬂ._: A physician who took the drug
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peace with the world and the}
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MA " last!

said the early testing was not "
+ people around me.
adequate foundation for the ban. _ David first tried MD
Ron Jackson, executive direc-

L
* ofaEvergreen Treatment Ser-! M,

i Seattle frio.treatment,
—illavas hiph-dosage chronic;
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Un his first trip,

“l saw ﬁ"‘-‘l‘t
my patterns, al Al of ;

| of m i
all of my faar respcnsé. 2;?[“;:" ﬁsa. i
ways that I!am In life that are my
_ ME. In the midst of
: expenence_—-l don't know huwﬂ::
this other than this way —

I fe}t mysell being rewired in my
brain . , , something | have since ™
decided ta refer to as effortless i
ciga:ge. lt' was as if I was being i
wired up for a new wa

the world.” - PRGN

David took the dru

| time.a few weeks,lamrin?i ﬁ?ﬁ

| €ven more intense experience,

"It (MDMA) is very, very, very
seductive. It's like most things in
life. It has two sides 1o It; & side ¥
where you can leam from b, by '
the other side will take you right * -
town with I, he sald. “Pant of
that experience was making a
commitment to not take this sub-
Stance anymore, When Yyou get the
message, you hang up the phone, ™
| The Drug Enforcement Admin-

Istration, however, would like to
disconnect the transmission Sys .

tem altogether for tha controver
sial drug. '
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