By SUE MORRISON
Star-Telegram Writer

For one more week, you can —
quite legally — fry your brain at a
discount,

At midnight Sunday, it will be-
come a federal crime. Untilthen, it’'s
a going-out-of-business sale for folks
who for months have sold, also quite
legally, the drug called Ecstasy.

Ecstasy is a "'designer” drug — a
chemical derivative of a (ederally
controlled drug, methylenedioxy-
amphetamine, commonly called
MDA. Ecstasy was developed in the
past year, and the law only recently
caughtupwithit. It wasn't classified
and thus fell under no regulation;
users and sellers couldn't bhe pro-
secuted.

Users say Ecstacy produces a feel--

ing of euphoria. Medical studies
have shown that MDA — a white
powder thatissniffed, swallowed or
injected intravenously — destroys
nerve terminalsin the brain, affect-
ing motor functions and thought
processes, perhaps irreversibly.

Thedifference between MDA and
Ecstuasy also called MDMA,
ADAM, XTC or M&M — is thal it is
made from methamphetamine in-
stead of amphetamine.

That variation makes little differ-
ence in the effect of the drug. But
-for people out to make a fast buck
dealing in drugs, the chemical dif-
ference has translated into hun-

Up Front

dredsof thousandsof dollarsinlegal
sales nationwide,

The hottom falls out of the legal
marke! at midnight Sunday: An
emergency banissued May 31 by the
U.S.Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion takes effect, making Ecstasy a
“Substance I controlled drug. It's
the second time the agency has is-
sued such a ban using the Compre-
hensiveControlled Substance Actof
1984. The first time was in March on

-aso-called synthetic heroin,another
designer drug.

As of 12:01 am. July 1, anyone -
caught with less than 5 grams of
Ecstasy — including a trace of the

drug — can be assessed a maximum
penalty of 15 years in prison and a
$125 000 fine. For possession of more
than 5 grams, the maximuin penalty
is 20 vears in prison and a $250,000
fine. _ '

Until then, a price war is waging.
The tactics vary, including hawhurs
on the streets wearing ‘T-shirts suy-
ing “Ecstasy Sold Here" and at least
one shop issuing discount
“coupons.” _

And sales are soaring: While they
stil] can, buyers want free rein with
the drug without the risk of being
punished, and vendors — especially
in Dallas — want to get rid of their

financial benefits possible.

Ecstasy has a price tag of from $9
to $25 for one tablet, or hit. Federal
and local officials said is used mostly
by young professionals, college stu-

dents and gays.

The operator of the custom leath-
er-goods shop at The Ranch, a pay
bar on Maple Avenue in Dallas, sajd,
Eestasy is popular among gays he.
cause it provides relief from an un-

" derlying depression in the commu-
v immune
deflc_lejncy syndrome. AlDSisa fatal
condition that decreases the hody’s
resistance to disease and is preva-

“avity shout  acquired

lent among male homosexuals,
Narcotics officers

said Fort

Worth doesn't have an Ecstasy mar-
ket to speak of: the hot spots are

Arlington and Dallas,

In Arlington, ne bars could e
found openly selling the drug; one
frequent user there said he knew of

nothing but privatesalesinthat city.

Individual sellers were located
Friday night on Dallas’ Greenville
Avenue, known for its trendy hars

and eclectic entertainment.

At three Greenville bars, Ecstasy

wasn't openly sold, but it wasn't ton

difficult to find a bar worker or pa-
tron who knew where to find the

drug. Anyone not knowing an indi-

.vidual seller was told to go to a gay

bar and ask for Ecstasy there.

The Ranchisin Oak Lawn, the gay
section of Dallas. To buy Ecstasy at
the leather goods shop Saturday
night, a customer simply asked the
man behind the counter for the
drug. The cost was $21.23, which in-
cluded $1.23 in state sales tax.

©  Theprice wasupto$scheaper per
“unit Iif the buyer had a discount

“coupon,” a business card from the

shop or one of its subsidiaries with
thedateissued written on the hack.

A member of the leather shop
staff said another shop at a Dallas
disco also sells Ecstasy and has ven-
dors on Cedar Springs Boulevard, a
major Oak Lawn thoroughfare. The
vendors wear T-shirts telling of
their wares and sell to passers-by for
as low as $9 per tablet, the leather
shop warker said, :

Nosuch vendors were seen Satur-
day night on Cedar Springs, howev-
er

The interim between legality and
felony has provided some interest-
Ingscenes, the leather shop employ.
ee said, such as the nieht a would-he



