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*i| regard their addiction. They understand

| the current revulsion against drug abuse

.| seems we forpel so easily,”

| these cycles of drug-abuse epidemics. It al-

values and attitudes make it unlikely that
the problem will ever be erased by even

The freedom inherent in American soci--
ely assures that people will always be

ely flled with wealth and the ability to

provides a ripe markel for the world's
drug supply, which will always exist as
long as there is the demand for it. Experts

produce a continued national craving for

of the family, moral laxity, the relentless
pressure (o perform in a fast-paced soci-
ety. “The real remedies to the problem
don't satisly Americans' urge for a quick:
fix," says Ted Galen Carpenter of the
CATO  Institute,

the most concerled Government crusade, .

able, and often willing, to pursue their de- |,
sired indulgences, however illicit, A soci-

consume, along with failure and despair,”

point to other deep-seated causes that-

drugs: lack of community, disintegration -

a  Washinglon . think

lank. “It's’a 'long, laborious process '
i+ Merely preaching about the evils of
dope is no more likely to purify the school->
vard than a Sunday sermon about fal[tni
women is likely to make the congregation

chaste.” Actually, moralizing ofien 11'"!.}':'::5z

decadence more alluring, While NBC vigor-';,
ously protests that only the bad guys take
dope on Miami Vice and they come to an’,
unseemly end, public polls show that many ;
people still feel such shows glamourize
drug use. Fasl clothes and cars may be the !’
toys of villains,” but they ‘are seductive
nonetheless. In Oakland two weeks ago,®
many were shocked when the body of & no-7,
torious local drug lord, Felix Mitchell, was -
carried by & gold-and-black hearse, drawn |
by two bay horses, followed by'a long line
of Rolls-Royees and luxury cars. Inside the
Baptist church where Mitchell lay in his'
bronze coffin with glittering rings on_his*

fingers, a sound track played Sade’s pop
hit, Smooth Cperaror. Mitchell, 32, had
been stabbed to death in Leavenworth
penitentiary while sarving a life sentence
for drug-trafficking conspiracy. But in the
faces of young people who lined the funeral
route were expressions of awe,

~=In the wild swings of public attitudes
toward drug use, it is useful o look o the
way that alcohol abusers have learned o

that the craving never really disappears; il
is merely denied. An alecholic can stay so-
ber for years, yetl he still says, because he
keoows it to be true, “1 am an aleoholic.” IF

does manage 1o banish dope back into the
shadows, society could use a measure of the
same honesty and self-awareness. "It
5AY¥s MIDA's
Schuster, “and so we have repelitions of
most seems that every other generation has
to re-establish the dangers of drugs.”

i Indeed, the Murry of aclivity and pro-
posals in the past few months threatens to
obscure the most basic fact about drug use
in' America: border patrols, police raids
and even random urinalysis are unlikely to
have a lasting impact as long as there re-
mains a demand for drugs and a general
social tolerance of their use. A true change
can come only if Americans are willing
to say clearly—to their workmales and
schoolmates, (o their neighbors and
friends, to their communities and to them-
selves—that drug use is not acceptable. I7
that is, in fact, one result of the current
frenzy over what has been a recurring crisis
for successive generations of Americans,
then even all the hype and excess may in
retrospect be worthwhile, —By Evan Thomas.
Reported by Jonathan Bealy/Los Angeles, Joha
Moody/New York, Dick Thempson/ Washington
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eof college students is MDMA, better known simply as&Ecstase
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