30

maps • volume XI

number 1 • spring 2001

McKenna D, Towers GHN, Abott FS. 1984. Monoamine oxidase inhibitors
in South American hallucinogenic plants: Tryptamine and beta-carboline
constituents of ayahuasca. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 10:195-223.
McKenna DJ, Grob CS, Callaway JC. 1998. The scientific investigation of
Ayahuasca: a review of past and current research. Heffter Review of
Psychedelic Research 1: 65-77.
Metzner R (ed.) Ayahuasca: Hallucinogens, Consciousness, and the Spirit of
Nature. Thunder’s Mouth Press: New York 1999.
Morley BJ, Bradley RJ. 1977. Spectral analysis of mouse EEG after the
administration of N,N-dimethyltryptamine. Biol Psychiatry 12(6) : 757-69.
Peniston EG, Kulkosky PJ. 1989. Alpha-theta brain wave training and betaendorphin levels in alcoholics. Alcohol Clin Exp Res 13: 271-79.
Ray WJ. 1997. EEG concomitants of hypnotic susceptibility. Int J Clin Exp
Hypn 45 (3): 301-13.
Strassman RJ, Qualls CR, Uhlenhuth EH. 1994. Dose-response study of N,Ndimethyltryptamine in humans. II: Subjective effects and preliminary results
of a new rating scale. Archives of General Psychiatry 51 : 98-108.
Vollenweider FX. 1998. Recent advances and concepts in the search for
biological correlates of hallucinogen-induced altered states of
consciousness. The Heffter Review of Psychedelic Research. Volume I. The
Heffter Research Institute, Santa Fe, NM.
White NE. 1999. Theories of the effectiveness of alpha-theta training for
multiple disorders. In Introduction to Quantative EEG and Neurofeedback.
Evans JR, Abarbanel A (eds.). Academic Press: New York.
Wikler A. 1954. Clinical and electroencephalographic studies on the effects
of mescaline, N-allylnormorphine and morphine in man. J. Nervous and
Mental Dis. 120: 157-175.

Info about the PCEEG8 hard and software may be
obtained from Khepri Electronics, Nyvej 17, 3220
Tisvildeleje, Denmark.

A Dissertation on
Healing from the Gods
Ayahuasca and the Curing of Disease States

By Maggi Quinlan
(quinnadam@earthlink.net)
Abstract
This dissertation opens the doorway to the recognition in
the United States of the potential for the reversal of organic
illness through the use of the entheogen ayahuasca, an agent
known as a “Divine Intelligence”. This sacred drink has been
used for millennia by over seventy indigenous groups in the
Upper Amazon and Orinoco basin for healing, shamanic
journeys and divination. (Luna, 2000) It is also referred to as
yage, caapi, daime, hoasca, natem, nishi, along with numerous other names.
The purpose of this work is to report the medical healing
experienced through the use of ayahuasca. It is qualitative
research utilizing narratives and participant observation, to
collect the stories of five co-researchers plus myself. The data
was gathered through two visits to Mapia, Brazil, the central
home to the Church of Santo Daime. The first journey was a
preliminary three week visit in 1996, followed by a return and
three month stay at the beginning of 1999. All but one of the
stories was collected in this environment.
In each of the accounts, the co-researcher was suffering
from either a terminal or chronic illness. In four instances, the
people came to Santo Daime because they had exhausted all
other options within the allopathic system, and could go no
further in their healing process. Two of those were facing
imminent death. For the other two participants, one chose
not to engage with the allopathic system beyond the point of
diagnosis, and instead decided to work with ayahuasca from
the beginning of the cancer. In the second instance, it was the
Santo Daime that both showed the presence of the illnesses,
and then facilitated the healing, which was validated through
the biomedical system.
This work explores concepts of healing; what it means and
how it is achieved. It explores and expands the concept of
what creates disease. It is a record of the inner and outer
journey through illness that each person experienced using
ayahuasca as the catalyzing agent for the curing that each
person reported. It investigates the potential for healing that
does not currently exist in our allopathic system of medicine
which “presupposes the direct organic combat of disease and
of its symptoms through a neutralizing, opposing agent”
(Groisman & Sell, 1995). Ayahuasca offers a potential to
change that paradigm, and to expand our current medical
options in treating terminal and chronic illness.

