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Background: Cannabinoid use could potentially alter HIV RNA
levels by two mechanisms: immune modulation or cannabinoid–
protease inhibitor interactions (because both share cytochrome



The identification of a CB2 receptor, found predominantly



Research Design and Procedures
Study clinicians admitted study participants to the

General Clinical Research Center for a 4-day lead-in pe-



counts was additionally adjusted for baseline CD8� counts
and vice versa. We added 10 to the cell counts to reduce
the influence of very small values and then transformed to
the log10 scale to ensure model validity. These models es-
timate multiplicative effects on geometric means, which we
described as percentage effects by converting the effect on
the original log scale with the formula (10effect � 1) �
100%. For example, an effect of 0.05 is a 12% greater





increases in viral load of 0.3 log10 copies/mL (100%), our
a priori threshold for concern.
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