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statement that Dr. Laing Is deluded, “Few people
who have experienced either the psychotomi-
metic or the psychedelic experience (except per-
haps Dr. Llaing) can convincingly delude
themselves . . .”, with some statements that Dr.
Hotfer, himself, makes in the course of his letter:

1. ”... psychedelic reactions . . . were the basis
of Christianity, of Alcoholics Anonymous, of
Synanon, and of Schizophrenics Anonymous.

2. “The devils in our society are barely tolerated
most of the time.”

3. “Madness may take only two forms, (a) the

Dr. Laing’s position on the basis of his own
richness of experience and general Welian.
schavung. This includes, of course, his ready
identification with Society, or as he puts it, “the
Good Society”, such as one that produces NATO
and NATO sponsored conferences, as well as
the physical treatments of ‘mental disease’, i.e.
electroshock therapy, leucotomy, tranquilizers,
and custodial care mental hospitals, all examples
of, to use Dr. Hoffer’s words, “all the goodness
in society which is mobilized to help the sick
become well.”

On the basis of his letter, | remain to be con-
vinced, either of the accuracy and merit of his
lemic, or the point of view which Dr. Hoffer

madness of the devil and (b) the mad of the
saint.”

4. "If schizophrenia is madness, society will
deal with it as it did during the days of the
inquisition.”

Finally, Dr. Hoffer would have us disregard

Dear Dr. Metzner:

The editorial in Psychedelic Review Number 8
contains a quotation from an article written by
Dr. Harvey Powelson and by me which is mis-
leading. The quotation reads, “ . . . according
to estimates published recently in the (sic) Nation
.. ., 'the proportion of college students who ex-
periment with pot or LSD may run as high as
10% . . . The statement in The Nation reads:
“But on campuses where cosmopolitan students
congregate — large city campuses or prestigious
small liberal arts colleges — the proportion of

P
seems to want to substantiate.

Joseph H. Berke, M.D.
Kingsley Hall
London, England

students who experiment with pot or LSD may
run as high as 10 per cent.” it is evident from
the statement in The Nation that the proportion
of students who experiment with pot or LSD is
considerably less than ten per cent, when all
college compuses are considered.
| should appreciate your publishing this cor-

rection in the Psychedelic Review.

Sincerely yours,

Mervin B. Freedman, Chairman

Department of Psychology

San Francisco State College
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THE VARIETIES OF PSYCHEDELIC EXPERIENCE
BY R. E. L. MASTERS AND JEAN HOUSTON
Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

New York, Chicago, San Froncisco. $7.93

One man's glowing rose, this book says, can be another man'’s
spiphany. In presenting o rich ond comprehensive catalogue
of the varieties of psychedelic experiencs, the authors are also
putting down the varieties of “psychedelic swamis” — that
growing herd for whom “empathy becomes mystic union;
depersonalisation becomes the Body of Bliss; and spectacular
visual effects, the Clear Light of the Void. Without having
gained the stability, maturity, ond elasticity to assimilote
Eostern values, the leap from Waestern games is usually into
a nebulous chaos seen as Eastern truth.”

For some, psychedelics have wonderfully multiplied all the
devices for self-evasion. This book, among other good things,
could be a primer for people who have o high stoke in their
own gullibility. They have reached on agreement with the
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fi to the shrunk world of psychiatric medicine
or the even more terrestrial realm of loboratory psychology.
Anth \ ol . Lot
9y, parapsy 9y, P 9 and
philosophy ond the ive arts are finding this
. Indeed, specialists in thess fialds

who are awake 10 this urgency have been educated and live
their lives in precisely those areas of which medical men are

mythology,

material of urgent rek

most ignoront, and often most afraid. As someone once said,
scionce makes major contributions to minor needs. There are
more things in heaven ond earth than are discernible by
orthodox scientific, and particularly medical, methods.

— It is no longer a controversial issue whether or not persons
who have token the drug should be disqualified for research.
On the contrary, they are far better squipped.

— It is not LSD, but the mishandling of a session, which is
the key factor in LSD psychosis.

— One of the most clear-cut lessons from psychedalic research

leaders of the Psychedelic Revolution based on o misunder-
standing. However free these followers are of the hostile and
militant forms of complacency they are opposed to, no form
of complacency is altogether benign.

The outhors feel that psychedelics offer the best access yet to
the contents and processes of the human mind; the book’s dust
jacket says this is the first comprehensive guide to the effects
of LSD on human personality. Both statements are true.

Here are the authors’ points of view on issues of immediate
concern:

— Although “research has been directly injured by o mes-
sionism as unwarranted as it is undesirable,” it must, of course,
be continued. Equally important — ond here they must be
given full marks — it should continve without the crippling
limitation of control by a single profession. Research into the

h of the psychedali FRTy

3o far contr

is that hospital and clinical settings should be avoided. They
create more paranoia, more bodily symptoms, and restrict
travel to fewer dimensions. Instead a qualified guide, and a
natural, or otherwise congenial, setting are necessary.

— Psychedelics, however, should not be made available to
sverybody. Indiscriminate use with unstable subjects ond
people of low intelligence can be either dangerous or futile.
The experience has proved most rewarding for deeply honest,
introspective individuals who are highly mofivated toward
growth and expansion.

— Psychedelics provide access to symbolic integral levels of
the psyche beyond those ched by psych lysis and psy-
chotherapy where the encounter is usually with literal life
history and related affect.

— Therefore, psychedelics open up possil
these levels that aims not ot restoring the sick to health, but
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ot enabli wparatively healthy individuols o reaiize growth

potentials whld- sclence hco net yot begun to describe, much
fess understand.

— “Instant psychotherapy” is in fact ponible at certain levels
of the experiencs.

— Psychedelics olso make religh and mystical experi
possible — with qualifications.

— The true psychedelic mysticol experience Is higher and
fuller than those achisved by the troditional methods which
follow the path of obliteration — the via aegetive. Retreat from

its phenomenology, their stated concern is to make order out
of and derive some thing of value from, its wide range of
consciousness-changing effects. The book is based on the work
of 15 years and the first-hand observotion of 206 drug sessions
(both peyote and LSD) plus interviews with 214 voluntary sub-
jocts. It therefore includ of guided and unguided
sessions, both negotive and positive experiences, but favers

[Ty hiatel CP
L) over Ppsy P

‘normal’

To other research workers, the authors contribute an abund-
ance of detailed description and bati Reports
follow the pasioge through what they describe as new dimen-
sons of awareneis 1o self-knowledge ond the transforming

the phenomenal world, and the ction of 3 peri which btlnq obout the actualising ef latent capaci-
Is less sure than the psychedelic exponsion which inc des ¢ tes, philosophical and ional and sensory
wealth of phenomena. ot-homeness in the world. In stories of rituals and encounters
with the exotic. the liberating effects of new dimensions of
Nmﬁnlou, the book Is ysticol. The authors’ ph f y are app
logicol opproach to the psychedelic experi is given

on excusively Western orientati There is, of course, an
obvious irony in offering this as an antidote to the prevailing
East winds. The West, with Its oddleﬁon fo conquest and ex-
troversion, and its obstinate intell lism Is,
in foct, being undermined by the mﬂnml movement of
Sivo’s seductive donce. In on odmittedly cumsy foshi the

While the authors did not specifically set out to explore the
dynamics of ritval and metaphor — each on index of trans-
condent perception — their records of psychedelic experiences
provide an important part of the necessary row research mo-

West wants fo join in. There ore hunger pains ond growing
pains evident in shifting sodal values, political phil h

terial. In the psychedelic world ph can be d
beyond the lang of words and mental images, in the
physiological cti of i ond ts, where

haps they origi d and where the mind/body split moy

and the tive arts. In impressionistic terms, there Is @ move-
ment from Yang to Yin, from deoing fo being. from action to
delectation, from fonn 1o content, from gome to play, from
domi [ P tion, from the dialectic to the para-
dox, from monipulation to revererncs, from prayer to relation,
from power to outhority, from force to dignity, from eorn-
estness o gaiety, from scorn to gentle mockery, from drink
to pot, and from the battiefleld 1o the bed. To the extent
that this is trve, and fo the extent that psychedelics are oc-

b- healed. The frequency with which exofic places occur is
iself o metophor for going beyond; and the wp {or

guided) psychedelic ritvol — like ol ritvals — is o pledge of
self-transcandence.

Apart from safisfying the research worker, the book’s ver-
batim occounts of rituals, eidetic imogery, and adventures in
synesthesia make up the sort of surreal dircus that will delight
the image-collector. There is @ “cacophony of Buddhas”, on
“olf Valpurgisnacht”’, a di d cat with a staccate

lerating the t In this direct the outh are
looking back, not forward,

However that may be, they ochieve what they set out to do.
They make no pt to gl rise the experk in fact,
lhnymhgow'd“tvqbuﬂdl’.lyuw‘m

Yy Purg!

mesyow” — and many more inside. For fovers of the fey
there are sven elves that speak in verse.

in the book’s first chapter there is a long and comprehensive
list of the psychological effects of LSD and peyote. For some
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individuals all of these effects would alio apply to marijuona.
It wos therefore all the more strange to read in the second
chopter thot the authors are ignorant of this, and in i
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to guides, the g d is well d and the orgonisati
of the moterial is llent. Jeon H who is largely re-
ponsible for Iving this approach to the psychedelic ex-

it with other psychedeli d i its usefull

Centuries age, a papal p ] i the Ameri
indian use of peyote read: “We the lnqolsm»n agoinst here-
ticol perversity . . . by virtue of apostolic authority decl

inasmuch as the hovb called peyote has been Introduced into
these provinces . . . it Is an oct of superstition condemned os
opposed 1o the purity and integrity of the Holy Catholic
faith. The fantasies suggest intervention with the Devil, the
real authority of this vice.” If the inquisition were not still
with us, large scale research would be aliowed to keep poce
with private explorations in these areas ond woukd also be
able to reach bock in history to man’s long and voried use
of ! di tals. The fact that marijvana
has been known ond uud beneficially for at least 5000 years
and is still legally condemned by a culture that is almost
totally ignorant of the full range of its effects, is in the spirit
of the Inquisition. And the author's ignorance — either of the
offects or the intelligent vse of marijuano — is a direct out-
come of this constraint,

Marijuana can also be a helpful diagnostic for initiates to the
LSD experience. And again after sessions, for analysing and
sustaining its effects. It can work with effective persistence to
correct, bal pand oll osp of personal experience
and behavior. It is therefore o useful theropeutic tool; it can
be an aid to memory recall and dream onalysis; to proper
breathing that leads to greater lucidity and higher states of
; for the k dispelling of long-held 1!

perience might do well to write another book designed specifi-
cally as a manual. 1 suspect she is more than capable of filling
it with imaginative games — for both subject ond guide —
that would corey the subject Into transition states and beyond.
1t could include fuller descriptions of these transition states —
like maps thot indicote crossroads. The four stages could profit-
ably be described with more .xamplu that would include o
cross-section of different intelk professional, ional
and physical types of individuals.

The psychedelic experisnce of the body can be regarded as
onything from o regrettable necessity fo a sourcs of wonder;
a temple of the ipirit or o mere machine. An entire chapter
is given 1o the phenomena of the body imoge — of distortions
both positive and negative involving whole or part of the
body. There are descriptions of changes in size and configura-
tion; the transformotion into pure energy or dissolution into

no-body; ighth and levitati the light of eternity
ond the Body of Bliss; metamorphosis into animal form; "mln.-
Hication”; and ion into other sub c

ness can be localised in o particular part of the body which
may coexist with the subject's vsual consciovsness, or the
vsval consciousness may "lhiﬂ its place of residence.” There

tensions, sensory deadness and sexval difficuities, among
other things. It can alter the negative body imoge — and the
body with it. It has been widely used os @ spur to imagina-
tion and to humor through paradox. And os an entres into
the complex world of great poetry, pointing, music, it can
offect an orgy of comprehension of lasting valve.

fhe chapters which follow the Introd y ond hi

may be *I ] q theirs) of body func-
tions, or on experk of the "l | land: ¥ (mine).
The body may also b involved in o Wenderland of micro-
and macrocosmic experiences.

Of i ing therapeutic import is the additional evidence
given in this chopter that not only may o distortion of the
usvol body imoge occur, but o lising of @ previously

held distorted body image.

in this connection the mirror image is susceptible fo manipula-
tion by either subject or guide. Others who have spent psyche-
delic time with a mirror ond have recognised it as o power-

openers lerate in and rich soch — op-
propriately for the subject — more than the last. As o guide

ful forming th e insf ., wilk find confirmati
in the authors’ \vocﬁ on the reflected body image. A psyche-
delic game with infinite regress, like the subject looking ot
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his body looking at his body looking at his body — or the
projection of consciousness away from the body — can all be
done with mirrors. But the authors have found that for o large
percantage of people, mirror-gazing resuits in unpleasant neg-
ative distortion. What this implied antipathy literally reflects
of a culture alienated from the body is unfortunately left un-
explored. The authors — at lsast in the presentation of their
moterial — are shy of social criticism.

It is probably for this reason that the reader is sold short in
the succeeding chopter dealing with the subject’s experience
of other persons. Since, for many people, the psychedelic ex-
perience itself abounds with insights into the dy of inter-
personol relations, it is ail the more disappointing that the
authors instead remark only upon the new or revived aware-

experiences occur. The guide must respect the fact that each
He shouid
be aware of the importance of expectation, of set and setting,
ond of preparotion prior 1o the session. He must be highly
literate and have psychedelic experiences of his own in order

experience is in significant ways very individual.

to best siructure the experisntial context of the session in
relation to the subject’s goalis. He can trigger metamorphoses
both physicol ond psycholog ggest d guids
funtasy and when necessary, effectively divert negative feeling

[. He can

and imagery. He must steer o course of gradual intensification
and exp Dy using trad devices he can
facilitate particip in alk ical d s. His knowledge
of mythology must be wfflcun' to make a choice of mythic

structure for the tbtrd level of the experience based on the

di 1 1 ial

1 Lol
Y

ness and oppreciction of others, and of the obvi link
between hostility and negative distortions, and between love
and positive dmemom. Although they give fvll warning of
the d of ond miscolled exp of em-

pathy, 'h-n is no d.p'h analysis of the dynamics of rela-

lyticol Like Virgil he can
'oor‘ the lub;oc' to the realm of changeless eternity and there
show him the manifold aspects of reality. But the guide’s
participation must stop at the threshold of the integral level
just as Dante was left at the portols of the “‘realms of bliss”.

tionship. On the interpersonal level, dinary aberrations,

both perceptual and conceptual — in and out of psy
sessions — are often the result of o failure to 30e one’s own
behavior as a function of the other's. LSD can alse focilitate
a good look into those strategic gomes that achieve desired

identity-for-the-other at the expense of self-alienation.

The imaginative alertness and quick recognition of tilt signals
required of o guide ars well described, and many tips are
given for diverting the subject sither from chaos or the preser-
vation of normal cotegorical orientation. With some subjects
y for the guide to extend the
initial stage of sensory oworeness and to lead them into

for le, it may be

synesthesios in order to create a “‘working licison” betwsen
sensory and psychic realms befors inviting them to explore

the psycho-dynamics of the second level.

The method of guiding is based on a patiern of “‘descent”
corresponding to major levels of the psyche. These have already
been described as being the sensory, the recollective-analytic,
the symbolic, and the integral. This functional model of the
drug stote is given with suggested techniques that permit
access to desper levels where more rewarding transformotive

The integrati of early eidetic imogery into a purposive
hedeli ideation-image i ffect lex is of great importance
in achieving the final t d forming state.

Each of the four levels of the p:yd\cdnll: descent are described
and d ted with verb
which comprise the second half of the book. (These correspond

in separate chapters

for the most part to the Leary-Alpert-Metzner Bardo levels,
minus the re-entry.} The perceptual feast and abundance of
eidetic images characterizing the sensory stage, should have
as its major function the deconditioning of the subject. With
heightened perception, the subject no longer sees objects in
terms of the lobels and functions which usually vitiate the
immaediacy of full visual perception.

The authors regard images as “clothed affect”’, and in sharp
disagreement with Aldous Huxley, they justly see the signifi-
cance of the eidetic image not simply as identical with its own

being, but as an
the subject’s personal drama.

loyed player awaiting ¢ i into

Symbolising the
next stage and is the “‘gateway ph

marks the transition into the
* which indi

that the voyage inward has begun. This is the recollective-

analytic stage of reflections and memories. It is on this level
when the world can be seen without deceit or illusion, and
when memaries formerly misinterpreted or preserved in invalid
form can assert themselves with accuracy, that “instant psycho-

therapy” is first possible.

The symbolic level which follows can compensote for the rela-
tive paucity of rites of passage in our society. Now the sub-
ject can participate in mythic and ritualistic dramas which
represent 1o him — in terms both universal and personal —
his own place in the world. The book describes the myths
which, becouse of their inui and rel fo
the humman condition, eccur most froqu-nlly Among them are
myths of Creation, of the Sacred Quast, of the Eternal Return,
ond of Paradise and Fall. The myth of the Child Hero "nvmg

PYpry
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large por' dismissed as part of the exofica of psychedelics.
seductive” idea of

o

They ore olso cautious concerning Leary’s
the scstotic stote as a parallel of current scientific discovery,
and take a don't-know attitude to “unlocked genetic codes,

lod ived infinities of intra-

nuclear enig ond p:
callular communicotion.” But they suggest instead thot new
scientific knowledge may be providing the stuff of myth-
king and may the present domain of sacred
knowledge. The outhors are oquolly waty of parapsychology.
i their work has involved h and experi-
mentation in these areas, the bool: deliberately conceals it.

, and that derives from

t f are distinguishable only at the
mol' lupcrﬁ:lul lov'l 1t is below Ihn' level that | feel the
to work with LSD grows out of an impatience

Straight profi

toward self-realisation, and the or
with the Trickster or Wise Fool with his tragicomic revelafion
of the essential paradox, produce some of the most rewarding
insights. Parficipation in myth and ritual is found to be more
profound than participation in historical events or in the evo-
lutionary process which also occur at this level. And it is the
total involvement in these dramas that is required to chorge

the expsrience with transformative potency.

(to put it mildly) with the dispensable, distorting, and crip-
pling limitations that inhibit human potential. The true leaders
of the Psychedelic Revolution are those whose happiness is
dependent on dynomic change or progress — and whose de-
wpair is reclly the despercte need for unfamilior terminals.
They know that LSD can be a powerful force for social change
and for undermining existing corrosive value systems. They
are those who are more at home with uncertainty and im-

At the fourth and final level there occurs a conf with  per than with dogma and stasis. Unable to forget
what is variously d.unbod as the Ground of Bsing, God, the extent fo which we are each inhabited by uninvited guests
N My or E To qualify as a true or — P d s, politici — they know that LSD can
full religious experisnce this encounter must be charged with help discover these occupants and the ways in which they
“intense affect which rises to ional ¢ do cli d use truth os a convenience. The leaders are those who have

by death and purgation of some part of the subject ‘and rebirth
into @ new higher order of existence.” Only a very small per-
contage of the authors’ subjects experienced this. And like
individuals who qualify as student-candidates for Kabalistic
teachings, they are all over 40, with o highly integrated, per-
ceptive intelligence.

A considerable effort is made to sort out the ambiguities in-
herent in mysticism and to distinguish the various types of
mystical and religious experience from their symbolic ona-
logues. The authors are strict in their criteria for what con-

peered long into their own darkened hands until they burst
into flames and filled their vision with a daxzling light. Their
work is part of the universal rumble of enslaved conscious.
ness that is just beginning to be heard.

Since society has ogreed fo denigrate malcontents, when mal-
contents themselves are mystified by this indictment, they
become either society’s sleeping giants — or its inmates. it
is good that this book leaves the limits of potentiality unde-
fined; but not good that there is nothing of the trenchont
eriticism of social values implied by the widespread use of

hedeli LSD is not o panacea. Neither has it been

stitutes the encounter with the Other on the integral level,
ond what Leary describes as the religious experience is in

proved o cause irreversible damage. But even if all the LSD
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research and private exploration should end now, enough
has besn learned for us 1o deal more effectively than before
with the d 4 of orbitrary limits. The authors take
a vow of onti-messionism, yet their book — which Is well
beyond ony of the other recent books on the subject —
presents at the same time some of the strongest evidence of
the mirocle po of psychedelics. They have Induiged in
some gentle chiding of Aldous Huxley and Alan Waftts (with
too little proise to suit their fans), but unkke Huxley ond
Watts they have agreed fo aumb their visionary powers.

| am specking from the point of view of what might be
colied meta-or para-anthropology. Society cuts its own poat.
tern out of total reality. It forbids travel into areas it
chooses to ignors and demarcates its boundaries with taboos
ond donger signs. The psychedelic experience can be the
squivalent of a voyage fo o strange lond — an exploration
of a world beyond what ony given soclety arbitrarily calls
reolity. The records of psychedelic experiences (and of trans-
cendental psychosis) are the travellers’ tales of today. From
this stondpoint the funchion of beth modness and psyche-
delics is 1o break the constraining binds of artifidal or arbi-
trary boundaries, and go b d them.

When psychedeli bols and { are put togeth

in on anthology, 'hoy are, in o ﬁmcﬁonol sense, being used
as signs. It is essentially for this reason that while | respect
the authors for fulfilling their obligation to do well what
they set out to do, | balk at the resemblonce the book bears

mand that he who still refuses to see a golioping horse em
a tomato should be looked upon as a cretin.’

The final stages of every revolution have been checked by
Nenidi ! ise, ond o fallure of imagination.
In luwn writings obou' peychedelics, the new inf: th
which stems from an experience of total involvement and
delight with richness should have a corresponding style. Not
a repefition of the old but a response to d;nlhnpox not a
comforting, canine induigence, but a finely directed rudi-
once. Neither the enemies of LSD nor the fence-sitters should
be permitted to dilute the new awareness or con vs out of
the fullest expression of it. Timothy leary may have issved
a moratorium on psychedelic sessions o appease our elders,
but new inf U ires o new di of expresi
or we kil it by being Und to others.

When the Galileo of Brecht's play, intoxicoted by the new
vision of the heavens he had mode possible, was told by
his ossistant to calm himself, he turned ond soid, “Andrecs,
excite yourselfl

For those confused by polygonal reviews, the book 1s good.
Read it and see.

Joon Wescott

THE PEYOTE RELIGION AMONG THE NAVAHO. by David F.
Aberle. A Publication of the Wenner-Gren Foundation for

to o text. It is difficult not to oppraise it by poring the
forces that press upon the outhors with the forces they
release. Theirs is seriousness, but not ‘high’ seriousness. The
reader is consequently forced fo search exposition and style
for clues 1o the motivating factors behind this research; this
reveals a lack of vision and of affect oppropriate to the
subject. One day wlnn computers are assigned the task of

bling inf di s, demic writing will be
liberated 10 an extent unlmwn today, and intellectuals will
be allowed the luxury of disclosing their deepest driving
forces and their wildest dreoms. The style with which o
vision is presented should bear the some intoxicating chal-
lenge and conviction as Breton had when he said: I de-

Anth logical R ch, inc. Aldine Publishing Co., Chicogo,
Hl. 1966. Pp 434. $10.00 ’
This groph is @ of Ameri soclal
wience at its massive best. 450 pages of small type, doxens
of statistical tobles and charts, detailed discussions of and
lengthy quotations from the works of other scholars, elabo-
rate attempts to “classify” peyotism: “Unlike many super-

lly-oriented d by Ameri Indian
grovps aﬂor conquest, the d\urd\ is redemptive, rather than
transformative or even reformative.” The book includes o
lengthy and detailed history of the Navaho tribe, as well os
of the peyote cult in particular. it presents detailed descrip-
tions and history of the tribal and outsde oppesition to

land:d ()
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peyotism and the spread of the religion in spite of fthis
jection. “Much evid has been di d that indi

that members of the Notive American Church are seriously and

oly itted to their religion, including its use of peyote,
and that if necessary they will suffer imprisonment rather than
obandon the church and will fight cases through the courls,
whether tribal, state or federal, so long os they experience
legal restrictions.”

BRAIN AND CONSCIOUS EXPERIENCE. Study Waek Sep.
28.0ct. 4, 1964, of the Pontifica Acodemia Scientiarum.
Edited by Sir John Eccles. Springer Verlag New York, 1966,
Pp 591. $16.00.

This book is o reprint of conference papers and discussions on
“the most important questions that man can ask about himself
and his relation to the material world.” The contributors are
outstanding world experts in their fields. To mention only o
few a3 examples: “Sensory mechanisms in perception” by l
A. Gronit, Prof of Neurophysiology, Stockholm; “Sp

poruy'mn and the cortex” by Prof. Wildov Pentield d the
“Brain honi and states
of consciousness” by Prof. H. H. Jasper, University of Monireal;
“Conscious experiencs ond memory” by Sir John Eccles;
“Conscious Control of Action, by Prof. D. McKay; “Ethology
and consciousness” by Dr. W. H. Thorpe. Differing in quality
and clarity, as well as in approach, thess papers nevertheless

1 N logical |

provide some fascinating pleces of inf fion ond i
flashes of Inspired f lati No coh picture of the
brai 3 Itvati most of the contributors

still struggling with the old Cartesion body-mind categories,

BOOK REVIEWS
Indionapolis. Pp 448, $10.00.

Dave Solomon, who earlier edited “LSD: The Consciousness-
Expanding Drug”, has gathered together all the most impor-
tant papers on the “holy herb”, thus correcting finally ond
inexcusable lack of public information. This is the basic
reference book on ih Included are cts from
historical, sociological studies by Norman Taylor, Howard
Becker and Alfred lindesmith; Timothy Lleary’s Yown Hal
Lectvre; lterary pieces by Rabelais, Goutier, Baudelaire, Poul
Bowles, Terry South Allen Ginsberg; the plete Mayor's
Report — the outstanding, long out of print authoritative study
of marihvona; several scentific popers on the medical ond
th e vses of bis; as well os the Marthuana Tox
Act of 1937. To quote Humphvy Osmond on Ohll book: “Every
reader will learn isil ting, ond,
even more often, punllng nluw' Iho hemp plont's long,
nge. bivak tion with kind. Most e
will find . . . that some of their preconceptions must be
modified or even extensively revised in the fight of this
excellent book.”

LIGHT SHOW MANUAL. by Sob Beck. Privately Printed. Avail-
able from the author at 1540 Cousit Place, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90028. $3.00
This Ik tittle ] ins a wealth of extremely
useful, practical Inf ion for involved in color-
kght shows of any kind. It includes o dourlpﬁon with adven-
toges and limitations, of the major commonly vsed systems:
“wet shows”, colorsound translators, color organs, “erystal
trips®, “Prog d imoge ", projection kaleid

head projects strobe llgh'l otc. It also contoins a guide

but the sidelights from the logists, the biochemi the
thologists ond pathologists ore often illuminating.

P

THE MARIHUANA PAPERS. Edited by David Solomon. intro-
duction by Alfred Lindesmith, Ph.D. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc.,

o equipment ond where to get it, bibliography, nomes of
color-light artists, lists of relevant potents, ond articles by
Jean Maye, Dr. Henry Hill. Robert Williams, cirevit diogroms,
pictures etc. Highly recommended for any “psychedelic artisr”.
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Lisa Bisberman, Session Games People Play. A Manual for the
Use of LSD. Psychedelic Information Center, 26 Boylston Str.,
Cambridge, ¥+~ *1.00

This little 36-page bookiet is probably the best simple, straight-
forward introduction to the use of paychedelics available. The
gomes described include “Get Me Out of This”, “This One
Doesn’t Count”, ‘“Baby”, “Let's Have an Orgy”, “Mind

logical structure of the eye which bccomo visible under

luable new d Kluver

psychedelic drugs. In o
suggests that if we look beyond these formal constants, “vari-
ability and inconstancies oppear to be the most constant
feature of hallucinatory ond other subjective phenomena. It
would be even mors challenging to consider, on the basis of o
stili broader psychological analysis, that instability, fluctua-
tion, and oscillation are characteristics that various subjective
h including halk share with olfactory,

Reader”, “Messiah” and others. Essentially the model proposed
for taking LSD is one of gaining understanding or insight into
self. No mention is made of the possibility of death-rebirth or
mystical sxperiences. However as a preliminary manval, for
someone with no prior acquaintance with either psychedelics
or mystical experiences, this booklet is highly worthwhile. We
hope that high-school and college-students who are consider-
ing experimenting with LSD would read this first.

Heinrich Kluver, Mescal and Mechani of Hallucinati
University of Chicago Press, 1966, Pp 108, hardcover edition
$3.95, paperback $1.50.

This book is a reprint of Kluver’s important 1928 monograph
Mescal, plus a paper on Mechani of Hallucinati first

emotional and sexval phenomena.”
An important ond stimulating book.

Richord Alpert, Sidney Cohen & Lawrence Schiller, LSD. New
American Llibrary, 1966, $1.95.

This book gives an odmirable picture of the complete break-
down of communication between the advocates and oppo-
nents of LSD. Three dozen central questions are answered
independently by Cohen and Alpert, the former emphasizing
the dangers, the ircesponsible uses, the ala'mmg social mph
cotions; the latter ing the ond |

ials of the hochemicals. The photographs in "\il

published in 1942, subsequently reprinted in Psychedelic
Review #7.

Professor Kluver, whose work as a professional psychologist

has centered mainly on the nlchomh-p of brain alterations

1 dd

to various percep and i [ here
himself 1o an analysis of the l'rudvu of drug-induced sensory
changes. He asks the question: are there any constonts in
hallucinatory phenomena, features that cut across the manifold
individual differences? His answer is thers are certain form-
constants, viz. a) grating, lattice, fretwork, filigree, honeycomb
or chess-board, b) cobweb, ¢) tunnel, funnel, alley, cone or
vessel, d) spiral. Moreover, these form-constants are also fovnd
in other stotes, such as hyp gic holluci P
ph insulin  hypogly looki

or in 9 at ing
dnn with black and white sectors.

The recent work of Gerald Oster (Psychedelic Review #7) sug-
gests that these for may be aspects of the physio-
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large-format volume, taken by Larry Schiller, who was respon-
sible for the Life essay on LSD, show various group “trips”.
The Life picture showing a girl in agony ore seen here in the
context of the whole trip, in which the agony was a small
part of an overall ecstotic experience. Most of the pictures,
taken as they are with little or no awareness of the subjective
offects of LSD, are pretty unconvincing, except in showing
that people under the effects of LSD still look like people.

Richard Goldstein, 1 in 7: Drugs on Campus. Walker & Co.,
(New York), 1966, $4.95.

This study by a reporter was widely serialized in major news.
papers across the country. Based on interviews with students,
administrators, police and health officials, it presents a more
or less straightforward picture of the drug-use patterns in
various colleges. Giving the current |algon for each college, as
well as the rel geographical k and pro-

cedures for connecting, it may be considered a sort of manual

800K REVIEWS

psychedelics moy be mentioned here. These represent primarily

for the college student aspiring to be a ““head”. bly
this is a feature of the book not intended by uu'hnr or
publishers,

John Cashman, The LSD Story. Fawcett Publications, 1966, 50¢
Warren Young and Joseph Hixson, 15D en Campus. Dell, 1966,
60c William H. Bischoff, The Ecstasy Drugs. University Circle
Press, 1966, 75¢ Donald B. Lourio, The Nightmare Drugs. Pocket
Books, 1966, $1

For the soke of completeness, four recent paperbacks on

quick of a current interest by the poperback pub-
lishers. Typically they are written in a few weeks, and based
on already published newspoper and magazine orticles. For
anyone who has been following the psychedslic scene they do
not hold anything new. Cashman’s and Young and Hixson's
volumes stress recent developments ond present extended
discussions of the career of Timothy Leary. louria, who is
Governor Rockefeller's advisor on norcofics, and self-oppointed
state-expert on LSD, makes a misguided and ignorant attack on
LSD, attempting to link it fo narcotics. Most of the chapters
in the book deal with drugs other than LSD.

Kaleidoscopic Fantasy Garden
4 color rainbow poster 14”x20”, $2.00 each.

Send check or money order to:

PSYCHEDELIC ENTERPRISES, INC.
Box 498, Peter Stuyvesant Station, New York, N.Y. 10009
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