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ALTERNATIVE THERAPY

Nonproﬁt advocates psychedelics as medicine
Clinical trials now
underway on ecstasyassisted psychotherapy

IF YOU GO

M U LT I D I S C I P L I N A R Y
A S S O C I AT I O N F O R
PSYCHEDELIC STUDIES
GARAGE SALE

By KEITH ROZENDAL
newsroom@santacruzsentinel.com
One day, with a prescription,
Americans might be able to “turn
on” with a hallucinogenic drug in a
clinic that essentially is a day spa for
psychedelic treatment.
A self-described nonprofit pharmaceutical company in Santa Cruz,
which is holding an open house at
its Mission Street offices today, has
been working toward this vision for
nearly 25 years.
The Multidisciplinary Association
for Psychedelic Studies, or MAPS,
works with scientists, doctors and
regulators around the world to

Simon Haiduk's
'Autumn Dream,'
a canvas print of
a digital painting.
will be offered
for auction at the
Multidisciplinary
Association for
Psychedelic Studies open house
today.

WHAT: Open house and fundraiser
auction. Art, books and other
merchandise will be on display and
for sale.
WHEN: 12-6 p.m. today
WHERE: 1215 Mission St.
INFORMATION: www.maps.org
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and need a Drug Enforcement Agency license, and (there’s) the stigma
of working with psychedelics,” said
design research seeking to establish Ilsa Jerome, one of the association’s
the safety and efficacy of psychedelic- clinical research associates.
But these government gatekeepers
assisted therapy.
“It is a lot of effort to get such have begun to listen.
“Basic and clinical research in
research going; you have oversight
by the Food and Drug Association humans has steadily increased since

the 1990s,” said Franz Vollenweider,
a Zurich-based scientist who has
worked with MAPS. “Now, we are
discovering that psychedelics might
be useful in the treatment of major
depression, anxiety disorders and
obsessive-compulsive disorder.”
MAPS-supported studies seeking prescription status for MDMA,

known by its street name Ecstasy,
showed both short- and long-term
alleviation of post traumatic stress
disorder symptoms.
Combat veterans will receive treatment in the next U.S. study of ecstasy
therapy. MAPS already has begun
training therapists for the large-scale
clinical testing of MDMA, the next
phase in the drug-development process.
Resembling a mash-up of a grass
roots citizen movement, a scientific
research institute, and a counterculture production company, MAPS
sometimes turns to unusual methods of covering its annual budget of
slightly over $1 million — including
the “psychedelic garage sale” today.
The open house will feature displays
of “visionary” art, books and videos
on psychedelics and handmade jewelry.

GANGS AND DRUGS

Final arguments begin in
Operation Valley Star trial
Federal case the
result of FBI
investigation of
Nuestra Familia’s
drug operation
By JULIA REYNOLDS
Monterey County Herald
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Waddell Bluffs around 1900 looking south.
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an abortive attempt to avoid what was then
called Gianone Hill. With the coming of
the automobile, the stagecoach connecting
Tunitas and Swanton was replaced by a
Stanley Steamer bus.
In 1905, engineers with the Ocean Shore
Railway experimented with some rock-filled
timber cribbing at the base of the Waddell
Bluffs to see if they could find a way to
resist wave action, but this also proved
unsuccessful. There was so much rock
constantly coming off the bluffs that it was
one huge talus pile from just beyond Waddell
Creek to the county line. Wagon roads were
built but never lasted for long between the
waves battering them on one side and the
bluff failures on the other.

It was 178 years from the time the
Portola expedition clawed their way up
the coast in 1769 until the California
Department of Highways was able to build
a permanent road across the base of the
bluffs. About a million cubic yards of
loose rock (or about 100,000 dump-truck
loads) were removed from the base of the
bluff and 600 feet of riprap was placed to
protect the area most exposed to wave
attack. Much of that rock survived until
the 1983 El Niño winter. Large storm
waves combined with elevated sea levels
and high tides removed the loose rock and
fill protecting about 2000 feet of highway
at the south end of the bluffs. Caltrans
brought in 24,000 tons of rock to save
Highway 1 that year.
Gary Griggs is director of the Institute of Marine Sciences
and Long Marine Laboratory at UC Santa Cruz. He can be
reached at griggs@ucsc.edu.

LEGAL BATTLE

SACRAMENTO — Tension and tempers flared in a
federal courtroom Thursday
as Salinas gang members and
associates in the Operation
Valley Star trial launched
a last-minute effort to force
informants’ statements into
the court record.
Court security was heightened and nerves were frayed
as the defense prepared to
wrap its case in the threemonth trial that followed a
four-year FBI investigation of
the Nuestra Familia’s Northern California drug operations.
Operation Valley Star
began in Watsonville when
police began targeting members of the California prison
gang Nuestra Familia. Police
joined the FBI in a multijurisdictional effort to bring
down members of the gang
after a crime spree through
Watsonville and neighboring cities began in the fall of
2003.
Defying their own attorneys’ advice, the defendants

“Paqui” Amaro of Salinas
insisted to Judge William
Shubb that he wanted to see
informant Charles Edward
Oak Jr. take the witness
stand and hear him invoke
his rights in person.
Amaro has been called the
Nuestra Familia’s top leader for the streets from 2004
through 2007. Former Salinas
residents Gerardo Mora and
Ernest Paul Killinger, as well
as Jason Stewart-Hanson of
Los Banos, are codefendants
in the case’s first trial group.
The informant Oak, also
known as “Peanut,” once ran
the gang’s Stockton regiment,
and in 2006 and 2007, he wore
a body wire for the FBI, acting as the wide-ranging case’s
key informant.
But Oak’s credibility suffered after he was convicted
in 2008 of conspiring to commit assault with great bodily
injury on several gang members, and the government
never called him as a witness.
Last week, relations were
visibly strained between
defense attorneys — all of
whom are public defenders
— and their clients, when
Amaro and his co-defendants
insisted that Oak be called to
testify.
Officials made calls to
bring the reluctant witness
to Sacramento from his maximum-security cell in Pelican

The 11th-hour action only
added to the courtroom anxiety. Attorneys appeared exasperated and a member of the
audience muttered, “This is
off the hook.”
It’s widely known that
Nuestra Familia members
seek out official court “paperwork” about those suspected
of cooperating with law
enforcement.
In prisons and on the
streets, gang members
demand to see such documents before they’ll take
violent action against those
deemed to be gang traitors.
After much legal wrangling, an angry Shubb ultimately allowed only one of
the affidavits into evidence.
Oak admitted to committing numerous “unsanctioned” drug deals and
assaults on his own while
working for the government,
and said that the FBI “turned
their heads and allowed me to
continue to handle my business.”
Prosecutors suggested that
Oak felt pressure to make the
statements in an attempt to
regain favor with the gang’s
leaders after they learned
he’d worked for the FBI.
Jurors were finally allowed
into court by mid-afternoon,
when they heard FBI Agent
John Hayes deny under oath
the allegations in the Oak affidavit.

