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Cinemas. 
Also on hand were a pig, a 

goat, a couple of rabbits and 
ducks for petting, and Santa, of 
course, made an appearance. 
The city Parks and Commu-
nity Services presented arts 
and crafts activities. 

But the snow was the 
star and the children were 
enchanted, racing around, 

laughing and shouting, falling 
and flapping arms and legs to 
make angels.

“So many cute kids, and 
they’re having so much fun,” 
said Aptos resident Julia 
Salido, who watched from the 
sidelines with her 8-month-old 
son, Miguel. “Next year we’ll 
be ready,” she told him.

The first Snow Day was last 
year, launched by residents 
June and Rogelio Ponce to 
bring a little holiday spirit to 
the downtown, when, due to 
the tough economy, the city 

had to cancel its annual tree 
lighting ceremony. Many local 
businesses and farms have 
pitched in to cover costs.

The event also gave the com-
munity the chance to help the 
less fortunate. Entry into the 
snow area was two items of 
nonperishable food for dona-
tion to Second Harvest Food 
Bank. The Salvation Army 
was there with its red kettle, 
and the food pantry, Loaves 
and Fishes, collected “gently 
used” warm weather cloth-
ing.

president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Center 
of Science and Industry in 
Columbus, Ohio, an interac-
tive science center. Sullivan 
joined the center after three 
years as chief scientist at the 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Association, where 
she oversaw research and 
technology programs across 

the agency.
The official position Sul-

livan is nominated for is 
assistant secretary of com-
merce observation and pre-
diction, who oversees the 
National Weather Service 
and all other programs and 
equipment related to weath-
er and water. The position 
provides policy oversight 
for all of NOAA’s activities 
having to do with observ-
ing and predicting ocean, 
atmosphere and climate 
dynamics. The appointment 

requires Senate confirma-
tion.

an abortive attempt to avoid what was then 
called Gianone Hill. With the coming of 
the automobile, the stagecoach connecting 
Tunitas and Swanton was replaced by a 
Stanley Steamer bus.

In 1905, engineers with the Ocean Shore 
Railway experimented with some rock-filled 
timber cribbing at the base of the Waddell 
Bluffs to see if they could find a way to 
resist wave action, but this also proved 
unsuccessful. There was so much rock 
constantly coming off the bluffs that it was 
one huge talus pile from just beyond Waddell 
Creek to the county line. Wagon roads were 
built but never lasted for long between the 
waves battering them on one side and the 
bluff failures on the other.

It was 178 years from the time the 
Portola expedition clawed their way up 
the coast in 1769 until the California 
Department of Highways was able to build 
a permanent road across the base of the 
bluffs. About a million cubic yards of 
loose rock (or about 100,000 dump-truck 
loads) were removed from the base of the 
bluff and 600 feet of riprap was placed to 
protect the area most exposed to wave 
attack. Much of that rock survived until 
the 1983 El Niño winter. Large storm 
waves combined with elevated sea levels 
and high tides removed the loose rock and 
fill protecting about 2000 feet of highway 
at the south end of the bluffs. Caltrans 
brought in 24,000 tons of rock to save 
Highway 1 that year.

Gary Griggs is director of the Institute of Marine Sciences 
and Long Marine Laboratory at UC Santa Cruz. He can be 
reached at griggs@ucsc.edu.
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ALTERNATIVE THERAPY

By KEITH ROZENDAL
newsroom@santacruzsentinel.com

One day, with a prescription, 
Americans might be able to “turn 
on” with a hallucinogenic drug in a 
clinic that essentially is a day spa for 
psychedelic treatment.

A self-described nonprofit phar-
maceutical company in Santa Cruz, 
which is holding an open house at 
its Mission Street offices today, has 
been working toward this vision for 
nearly 25 years.

The Multidisciplinary Association 
for Psychedelic Studies, or MAPS, 
works with scientists, doctors and 
regulators around the world to 

design research seeking to establish 
the safety and efficacy of psychedelic-
assisted therapy.

“It is a lot of effort to get such 
research going; you have oversight 
by the Food and Drug Association 

and need a Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy license, and (there’s) the stigma 
of working with psychedelics,” said 
Ilsa Jerome, one of the association’s 
clinical research associates.

But these government gatekeepers 
have begun to listen.

“Basic and clinical research in 
humans has steadily increased since 

the 1990s,” said Franz Vollenweider, 
a Zurich-based scientist who has 
worked with MAPS. “Now, we are 
discovering that psychedelics might 
be useful in the treatment of major 
depression, anxiety disorders and 
obsessive-compulsive disorder.”

MAPS-supported studies seek-
ing prescription status for MDMA, 

known by its street name Ecstasy, 
showed both short- and long-term 
alleviation of post traumatic stress 
disorder symptoms.

Combat veterans will receive treat-
ment in the next U.S. study of ecstasy 
therapy. MAPS already has begun 
training therapists for the large-scale 
clinical testing of MDMA, the next 
phase in the drug-development pro-
cess.

Resembling a mash-up of a grass 
roots citizen movement, a scientific 
research institute, and a countercul-
ture production company, MAPS 
sometimes turns to unusual meth-
ods of covering its annual budget of 
slightly over $1 million — including 
the “psychedelic garage sale” today. 
The open house will feature displays 
of “visionary” art, books and videos 
on psychedelics and handmade jew-
elry.

Nonprofit advocates psychedelics as medicine
IF YOU GO

MULT ID ISC IPL INARY  
ASSOC IAT ION  FOR  

PSYCHEDEL IC  STUD IES  
GARAGE  SALE

WHAT: Open house and fundraiser 
auction. Art, books and other 
merchandise will be on display and 
for sale.
WHEN: 12-6 p.m. today
WHERE: 1215 Mission St.
INFORMATION: www.maps.org

Clinical trials now 
underway on ecstasy-

assisted psychotherapy

Simon Haiduk's 
'Autumn Dream,' 
a canvas print of 
a digital painting. 
will be offered 
for auction at the 
Multidisciplinary 
Association for 
Psychedelic Stud-
ies open house 
today.
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By JULIA REYNOLDS
Monterey County Herald

SACRAMENTO — Ten-
sion and tempers flared in a 
federal courtroom Thursday 
as Salinas gang members and 
associates in the Operation 
Valley Star trial launched 
a last-minute effort to force 
informants’ statements into 
the court record.

Court security was height-
ened and nerves were frayed 
as the defense prepared to 
wrap its case in the three-
month trial that followed a 
four-year FBI investigation of 
the Nuestra Familia’s North-
ern California drug opera-
tions.

Operation Valley Star 
began in Watsonville when 
police began targeting mem-
bers of the California prison 
gang Nuestra Familia. Police 
joined the FBI in a multi-
jurisdictional effort to bring 
down members of the gang 
after a crime spree through 
Watsonville and neighbor-
ing cities began in the fall of 
2003. 

Defying their own attor-
neys’ advice, the defendants 
attempted to put several 
government informants and 
cooperators on the witness 
stand. 

But before the jury was 
allowed in, each witness 
invoked Fifth Amendment 
rights to not testify. After 
statements by their attorneys, 
several witnesses were per-
mitted to invoke the privilege 
without having to appear. 

But  defendant  Larry 

“Paqui” Amaro of Salinas 
insisted to Judge William 
Shubb that he wanted to see 
informant Charles Edward 
Oak Jr. take the witness 
stand and hear him invoke 
his rights in person. 

Amaro has been called the 
Nuestra Familia’s top lead-
er for the streets from 2004 
through 2007. Former Salinas 
residents Gerardo Mora and 
Ernest Paul Killinger, as well 
as Jason Stewart-Hanson of 
Los Banos, are codefendants 
in the case’s first trial group.

The informant Oak, also 
known as “Peanut,” once ran 
the gang’s Stockton regiment, 
and in 2006 and 2007, he wore 
a body wire for the FBI, act-
ing as the wide-ranging case’s 
key informant.  

But Oak’s credibility suf-
fered after he was convicted 
in 2008 of conspiring to com-
mit assault with great bodily 
injury on several gang mem-
bers, and the government 
never called him as a wit-
ness.

Last week, relations were 
visibly strained between 
defense attorneys — all of 
whom are public defenders 
— and their clients, when 
Amaro and his co-defendants 
insisted that Oak be called to 
testify. 

Officials made calls to 
bring the reluctant witness 
to Sacramento from his maxi-
mum-security cell in Pelican 
Bay State Prison. 

Thursday, as Amaro stared 
at him, Oak spent just a few 
minutes on the stand, where 
he invoked his Fifth Amend-
ment right.

Failing to elicit testimony 
from Oak on Thursday, the 
defendants then attempted 
to enter into the record sev-
eral affidavits signed by Oak 
and an associate named Jerry 
Tuter.

The 11th-hour action only 
added to the courtroom anxi-
ety. Attorneys appeared exas-
perated and a member of the 
audience muttered, “This is 
off the hook.”

It’s widely known that 
Nuestra Familia members 
seek out official court “paper-
work” about those suspected 
of cooperating with law 
enforcement. 

In prisons and on the 
streets ,  gang members 
demand to see such docu-
ments before they’ll take 
violent action against those 
deemed to be gang traitors.

After much legal wran-
gling, an angry Shubb ulti-
mately allowed only one of 
the affidavits into evidence.

Oak admitted to commit-
ting numerous “unsanc-
tioned” drug deals and 
assaults on his own while 
working for the government, 
and said that the FBI “turned 
their heads and allowed me to 
continue to handle my busi-
ness.” 

Prosecutors suggested that 
Oak felt pressure to make the 
statements in an attempt to 
regain favor with the gang’s 
leaders after they learned 
he’d worked for the FBI.

Jurors were finally allowed 
into court by mid-afternoon, 
when they heard FBI Agent 
John Hayes deny under oath 
the allegations in the Oak affi-
davit.

It was only then that the 
defense rested its case.

Closing arguments began 
late in the day and continued 
Friday.

The defendants face possi-
ble life sentences on an array 
of conspiracy and drug traf-
ficking charges. Around a 
dozen others, many arrested 
in the operation’s June 2007 
statewide sweeps, still await 
trial.

GANGS AND DRUGS

Final arguments begin in 
Operation Valley Star trial
Federal case the 

result of FBI 
investigation of 

Nuestra Familia’s 
drug operation
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LEGAL BATTLE

By LARRY PARSONS
Monterey County Herald

A Monterey judge blocked 
a lawsuit Friday filed by two 
men who claimed the Sher-
iff’s Office defamed them 
and didn’t investigate their 
reported theft of world-class 
art work.

Superior Court Judge Lyd-
ia Villarreal dismissed the 
suit filed by Dr. Ralph Ken-
naugh and Angelo Amadio, 
who reported they lost mil-
lions in art treasures in a 
September 2009 burglary at 
their Pebble Beach rented 
home.

Amadio said afterward 
that they are prepared to take 
the case to the state Supreme 
Court.

The judge agreed with 
defense attorney Neil Shapiro 
that statements made about 

the two men made by a Sher-
iff’s Office spokesman were 
protected by an absolute legal 
immunity.

Villarreal kept coming back 
to a section of state law that 
says public employees act-
ing within the scope of their 
administrative or judicial 
duties are not liable for inju-
ries.

Christopher Cayce, the 
men’s attorney, argued that 
comments to the media by 
the Sheriff’s Office, which 
suggested that Kennaugh 
and Amadio were involved 
in insurance fraud or some 
other criminal enterprise, 
were such “egregious lies” 
that they amounted to crimi-
nal fraud.

He asked the court not to 
allow the Sheriff’s Office “use 
immunity for criminal con-
duct.”

The men claimed in the suit 
that the Sheriff’s Office didn’t 
seriously investigate the art 
theft, but instead sought to 
discredit Amadio because he 
was involved with the daugh-
ter of a man with influential 
ties to the department.

The judge said police inves-
tigations can take different 
directions, and police officials 
have “a great deal of latitude” 
in what they can say about 
their cases.

In the burglary, the men 
reported they lost works by 
Rembrandt, Jackson Pollock, 
Van Gogh and other mas-
ters.

Amadio said they are pre-
pared to sell off part of their 
art collection to finance the 
$250,000 legal battle. 

Insurance claims over their 
reported losses haven’t been 
settled, he said.

Judge dismisses defamation 
lawsuit tied to art heist

Victims say Monterey County Sheriff’s Office slandered them
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