
Rick Doblin, MAPS 
founder and President, 
earned his Ph.D. in Public 
Policy from the Kennedy 
School of Government 
at Harvard University. 
Doblin was also in Stan 
and Christina Grof’s 
first training group to 
receive certification as a 
Holotropic Breathwork 
practitioner.
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“Noah Juan Juneau” is  
the nom de artiste of a  
graphic designer and long-
time friend of MAPS, who  
has been designing the 
MAPS Bulletin and the 
books published by MAPS 
since 1990. He earned his 
B.A. in design from Califor-
nia State University at Los 
Angeles and has worked in 
advertising and publishing 
for nearly 40 years.

Amy Emerson, Clinical 
Program Manager, 
earned her B.S. in 
genetics and cell biology 
from Washington 
State University. She 
has worked in clinical 
development and research 
for the last 15 years in 
the fields of immunology, 
oncology, and in 
vaccine development. 
Amy has worked with 
MAPS as a volunteer 
since 2003 facilitating 
the development of the 
MDMA clinical program.

Josh Sonstroem, 
Accounting and 
Information Technology, 
earned his B.A. in 
Philosophy and Religion 
from New College of 
Florida and is a chef, 
musician, poet, and 
technologist. He immensely 
enjoys the depths of 
existential experience.

Valerie Mojeiko, 
Deputy Director, 
earned her B.A. from 
the California Institute 
of Integral Studies. In 
her work with MAPS’ 
psychedelic harm 
reduction project, she 
has trained over 200 
volunteers with skills for 
helping people who are 
undergoing psychedelic 
emergencies.

Linnae Ponté, Executive 
Assistant, earned her BA 
in Biological Psychology 
from New College of 
Florida. She’s assisted data 
collection and analysis 
at University of South 
Florida’s Cardiovascular 
Psychophysiology 
Laboratory, MOTE Marine 
Mammal Aquarium 
Psychophysical Laboratory, 
East-West College of 
Natural Medicine, and 
the West Mamprusi Civic 
Union in Ghana, West 
Africa. 

Michael Mithoefer, M.D. 
Clinical Investigator/
Medical Monitor is a 
psychiatrist who practices 
in Charleston, SC, where 
he divides his time between 
clinical research and 
outpatient clinical practice 
specializing in treating 
posttraumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) with an emphasis 
on experiential methods 
of psychotherapy. He is a 
certified Grof Holotropic 
Breathwork Facilitator and 
is trained in EMDR and 
Internal Family Systems 
Therapy.

Annie Mithoefer, 
BSN Co-Investigator 
MDMA/PTSD Studies is 
a Registered Nurse who 
lives in Charleston, SC 
where she divides her time 
between clinical research 
and outpatient clinical 
practice specializing in 
treating posttraumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) with an 
emphasis on experiential 
methods of psychotherapy. 
She is a certified Grof 
Holotropic Breathwork 
Practitioner and is trained 
in Hakomi Therapy.

Ilsa Jerome, Research 
and Information 
Specialist, earned a Ph.D. 
in psychology from the 
University of Maryland. 
She helps MAPS and other 
researchers design studies, 
gathers information on study 
drugs by keeping abreast 
of the current literature 
and discussion with other 
researchers, creates and 
maintains documents related 
to MAPS-supported studies, 
and helps support the 
MAPS psychedelic literature 
bibliography. 
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Berra Yazar-Klosinski, 
Clinical Research 
Associate, earned her 
Ph.D. in Molecular, Cell, 
and Developmental 
Biology from University 
of California Santa Cruz, 
where she also served as 
president of the Graduate 
Student Association. 
After attending Stanford 
University, she worked 
as a Research Associate 
with Geron Corporation 
and Millennium 
Pharmaceuticals.
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Brad Burge, M.A., Director 
of Communications, earned 
his B.A. in Communication 
and Psychology from Stanford 
University in 2005 and his 
M.A. in Communication from 
the University of California, 
San Diego in 2009. His 
graduate work focused on 
the political, scientific, and 
cultural changes required 
to make illicit drugs into 
legitimate medicines.

Gatisa Goodwin, 
Director of 
Membership, graduated 
from NYC’s Institute for 
Integrative Nutrition 
in 2001 as an AADP 
Certified Holistic Health 
Counselor. She earned 
her ISO Internal Auditor 
Certification in 2005, and 
now coordinates MAPS’ 
daily operations.

Brian Wallace, Director 
of Field Development, 
studied neuroscience, 
philosophy, and medical 
sociology at Cabrillo 
College and UC Santa Cruz. 
Before coming to MAPS, 
Brian was a naturalist, 
outdoor educator, and 
certified Wilderness-EMT. 
From Asian therapeutics to 
Western clinical practices, 
he extensively studied 
medicinal and psychoactive 
plants and chemicals. Brian 
assists individual supporters 
in identifying and cultivating 
their own capacity to give. 
He also coordinates artist 
relations and artwork sales 
and manages MAPS online 
social media networks, the 
MAPS eBay Store, and the 
annual Holiday Auction.

David Jay Brown,  
Guest Editor, earned his 
M.A. in psychobiology 
from New York University, 
and has been interviewing 
accomplished thinkers 
about their creative process 
for over 20 years. He is 
the author of Mavericks 
of the Mind, and six other 
books about the frontiers of 
science and consciousness. 
mavericksofthemind.com
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