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MAPS Publication Policy 

• MAPS is committed to the highest scientific and ethical standards for publications and is 
dedicated to providing scientifically accurate, fair, and well-balanced publications to the 
scientific community. This includes manuscripts, review articles, abstracts, posters, and/or oral 
presentations that contain data from MAPS-sponsored studies, have MAPS-designated authors, 
or for which MAPS or designee provides writing and/or editorial assistance.  

• Placing clinical trial design and data in the public domain through publications supports the 
public service mission of MAPS. All non-confidential study data will be in the public domain, 
with no claims of intellectual or proprietary property rights.  

 
• If studies should be registered, MAPS or designee will register per ICMJE guidelines and 

Public Law 110-85. 

• MAPS principles for authorship of publications are consistent with criteria developed by the 
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (www.icmje.org) 

o Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the 
acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data for the work; AND 

o Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND 

o Final review and comments of the version to be submitted/presented; AND 

o Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions 
related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately 
investigated and resolved. 

• All authors/presenters on data from a MAPS-sponsored study are provided access to relevant 
statistical tables, figures, and reports necessary to support the planned 
publication/presentation. When required, MAPS or designee will provide a protocol and/or the 
pre-specified plan for data analysis to a medical journal. 

• MAPS reserves the right to review any manuscripts, presentations, abstracts, or other public 
disclosures relating to MAPS-sponsored studies or that utilize MAPS data before they are 
submitted for publication/presentation or are otherwise publicly disclosed. MAPS or designee 
commits to respond in a timely manner to such requests for review. In rare cases, it may be 
necessary to delay publication or other public disclosures for a short time for coordination with 
other pending publications or plans for publications. However, MAPS or designee will not 
suppress or veto publications or other appropriate public disclosures of study results. 

• When differences of opinion or interpretation of data exist, MAPS or designee will assist the 
authors to resolve the differences through scientific discussion and with patient welfare in 
mind.  

• It is MAPS’ policy to acknowledge financial support, technical assistance, or contributions of 
those who do not meet criteria for authorship (e.g. a medical writer or other subject-matter 
expert). 
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• All authors are responsible for recognizing, acknowledging, and disclosing financial or 
potential conflicts of interest that might bias their work, as required by the pertinent journal or 
congress. 
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