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NEXT MONTH IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, hundreds of psychedelic researchers, sci-
entists, advocates, and experts will converge at Psychedelic Science 2017, a major 
psychedelics conference hosted by the Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic 
Studies (MAPS). This five-day event will not just include workshops and presentations 
from the world’s leading psychedelic researchers but will also involve a sunset cruise, 
a marketplace, and the world’s first Psychedelic Comedy Banquet featuring comics 
like Duncan Trussell, Shane Mauss, and Adrienne Airhart. Wes T of Psychedelic Times 
recently caught up with Brad Burge, Director of Communications and Conference 
Director for MAPS, to talk about the event, its history, its purpose, and what exciting 
things are in store this year.

Thanks for taking the time to speak with us, Brad. I know you are busy pre-
paring for the conference. Can you give us an overview of what Psychedelic 
Science 2017 will entail and what MAPS hopes to accomplish with confer-
ences like this?

Most of our focus at MAPS is on clinical research of the therapeutic benefits of 
psychedelics and cannabis, with our main effort right now being Stage 3 clinical trials 
of MDMA psychotherapy for PTSD, working closely with the FDA and other gov-
ernment regulators to make this research happen and make psychedelics available as a 
legal prescription treatment. Once every three or four years, we put on the Psychedelic 
Science conference, and this will be our third event of this kind. The reason we don’t 
hold this event annually is that we are a smaller organization, so we have to apportion 
our time and resources with care. Our aim with the conference is twofold. Firstly, we 
hope to create conditions to fertilize this field by bringing scientists together, enabling 
collaborations, and sharing scientific research. The other purpose is to contribute to the 
general public education surrounding psychedelics and marijuana and create a forum 
where people can come together from around the world to talk openly about their 
benefits—not just therapeutically but also creatively and spiritually. 

This year features the world’s first Psychedelic Comedy Banquet. What went 
into the thinking behind putting this on?

It’s been something we’ve been thinking about for some time, blending together 
comedy and psychedelics. It seems to just be happening! Joe Rogan played a big role 
when he started speaking on his podcast about his psilocybin and DMT experiences 
and invited guests like Rick Doblin to speak about psychedelic science. More come-
dians have been talking about it in their acts as things like ayahuasca and microdosing 
have become more popular. I think that comedy is a really powerful way to mainstream 
and legitimize topics because you can laugh about it and take it less seriously, which 
leads to discussing it more openly. Often with psychedelic therapy, we are talking about 
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Begin with the end in mind 
then work backward to plan for reaching ambitious goals

—Ashawna Hailey, who left $5.5 million to MAPS in her will

Help create a world where psychedelics are 
integrated into society by including MAPS in 
your end of life plans. If you tell us about your 
plans, you can join our Next Horizon Society, 
and we will invite you to receptions, learning 
opportunities, and other special events. 

Please contact MAPS Development Offi cer 
Jade Netanya Ullmann to discuss your plans. 
jade@maps.org
831.429.6362 x111 

really serious things; it’s not all glitter and rainbows. People go 
through really heavy stuff like dealing with trauma or coping 
with depression, anxiety, life threatening illness. Comedy is a 
way to lighten up the discourse.

Of all the presenters and workshops, is there one in par-
ticular that you are personally most excited about?

Of course all the science and research is really exciting, but 
I’m really glad we were able to get on the Plant Medicine Track 
a speaker coming from South Dakota, Sandor Iron Rope. He is 
part of the Native American Church, and he will be speaking 
about [the] indigenous perspective on how peyote can be used 
and the conservation of peyote in North America. Peyote is the 
source plant for mescaline, which is the source for MDMA and 
MDA and many other substances. It’s one of the plant medicines 
with the longest history of cultural uses in North America, so 
I’m really glad Sandor Iron Rope will be part of the event.

This is a very exciting time for psychedelic research and 
therapy, thanks in large part to MAPS’ efforts over the 
years. How is your organization processing the steady 
and significant inroads psychedelic research is making 
into mainstream science and culture? Is the atmosphere 
one of excitement or cautious optimism?

Both, definitely. We try to convey as much as possible the 
feeling of excitement and optimism that we have as a result of all 
the success and expanding research, but we always try to balance 
that because we need so many more resources to complete the 
research that we started and make MDMA a medicine. We need 
to raise another 20–30 million dollars over the next four years 
to complete the Phase 3 trials and make MDMA a medicine, 
and we want to deepen our relationships with the Department 
of Defense and the DEA and the current administration to gar-
ner greater support for our work with veterans. So as excited as 
we are, we are thinking about how we deal with our next phase 
of growth and where the next level of public support is going to 
come from. One of my favorite quotes sums this sentiment up: 
“Watch out for insurmountable opportunities.”

Note: This interview was originally published on Psyche-
delic Times (psychedelictimes.org) and is reprinted with 
permission. To learn more about Psychedelic Science 2017, visit 
psychedelicscience.org. 

Wesley Thoricatha is a writer, visionary artist, permaculture designer, 
and committed advocate for psychedelic therapy as a means to a more 
meaningful and harmonious world.


